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GQvennnent ·urges medja 'on' . . ' .. 
is full of harmful bacteria. Reporting 
must reflect meaning and context, 
not isolated facts." 

He emphasised the need for 
training in specialised areas such as 
science and technology reporting. pa~otlc commlUllcatlon . "We are supporting strUctured 
engagement with the media so that 
communication.remains accurate, 
responsible, and.aI~ed.:with 
nationai interests," he said. 

. . -.' . 

THlOTHY NSUBUGA 
... . ..~. . 

The govenuitent has' r~affirmed 
its commitnient to coor-dinated . 
and strategic; commUnicati~~ as a 
pillarin_llriying4!cO~mic groWth, 
exp'o~ ~mpet%tiven¢~. tourism: _' 
'develOpm.e:nt,aiid stteng$ening 
Ugandc(s international reputation. 

Speaking at a high-level 
meeting o.f the Natio.~ Strategic 
Co.mmunicatio.ns Co.mmittee 
(NSCC) held at Shera~o.n Kampala 
ho.tellast week, the Mimster of ICT 
anq-National Guidance, Dr Chris 
Baryoniimsi: emphasised the need 
for commUnicators to align their 
messaging with national priorities. 

"We must communicate, but we 
must communicate strategically, 
conscious of the needs of Uganda, 
the efforts that we have to attract 
tourism, investment, trade, 
and business. In a country, we 
communicate; we don't hide 
information, but we do it in a 
manner that does not injure 
the interests of the country," 
Baryomunsi said.· 

The NSCC, established under 
presidential directives, brings 
together ministries, departments, 
and agencies (MDAs), the private 

. sector, 'and media. 
Among those present were 

Kituuma Rusoke, Spdkesperson 
of the Uganda Police first son-in­
law Odrek Rwabwogo, who is also 
chairperson of the Presidential 
AdviSOry Committee on Exports and 
Industrial Development (PACEID), 
among others. 

Dr Baryomunsi stressed that 
government upholds freedom of 
expression, but warned: "Today's 
communication direatly impacts 
investor confidence, social cohesion, 
and Uganda's global standing. 
Inaccurate or inconsistent messaging 
can undermine broader national 
development." 

National Strategic c:onrmzmU:atUms Commitee 

He said the NSCC was created 
to-strengthen government 
communication in national interest. 

/ 

Rwabwogo said. "Strategic 
co.mmunication is not just about 
sharing information; it is about 
protecting livelihoods and national 
income. Reputation determines 
market access. Poorly managed 
messaging can hurt farmers, 
exporters, tourism operators,and 
i'nvestors, sometimes resulting in 
lost contracts, cancelled tours, and 
reduced business confidence."!' 
: He cautioned that uncoordin~ted 
;communication from different 
ministries can unintentionally harm 
:other sectors. 
: "Public health communication, 

while necessary, can negatively 
affect tourism and trade if not 
properly contextualised," he 
said. "That is why the NSCC 
exists to ensure government 
institutions communicate from a 
shared knowledge base and with 
a clear understanding of national 
priorities." 

Dr Baryomunsi further illustrated 
the risks of sensationalism in 
reporting. 

"Researchers and scientists do 
important work, but how the media 
present their findings determines 
public understanding," he said. "If 
you scratch a wall and take the dust ' 
to a microscope, you may find germs; 
but that doesn't mean the Sheraton : 

Rwabwogo highlighted _ 
international best pr'a~tices. 

"Some co.untries have national 
press clubs. These~are, not Just places 
to speak to.. t!te Illedia' and go..away; 
they are forums for engagement 
and mutual knowleqge. Experts, 
jOuplaiists, and policym:akers come 
together to discuss co.mplex issues 
like algorithms or digital media 
dynamics. That is where we are 
heading." -

Baryomunsi said gove~ent is 
finaliSing a comprehensive national 
communication policy, reviewed 
by Cabinet, to reflect the evolving 
media landscape across print, 
broadcast, and digital platforms. 

He added that a consolidated 
communication law is being 
developed to harmonise existing 
legislation into a single framework 
that responds to new technologies. 

The minister knows firsthand, 
how far south uncoordinated 
communication from government 
entities can go. A few weeks ago, 
an altercation on X (formerly 
Twitter) between him and the Chief 
of Defence Forces, Gen MUhoozi 
Kainerugaba, became ugly quite 
quickly, sucking in legislators and 
online trolls in eq~ measure, until 
the president's son called fo.r a truce. 

Baryomunsi also said collaboration 
with. the Uganda Communications 
Commission is also key. 

"Regulation alone 'is insufficient. 
Media literacy, education, and 
responsible digital use, especially 
among young people, are equally 
important," he said. 

Both Baryomunsi and Rwabwogo 
reaffirmed the government's 
commitment to.working with 
the media as partners in national 
development. 

Ugandans start season offasting .. 

TIMOTHY NSUBUGA 

As the season of Lent starts, and 
. Christians enter a period of fastingjust 
as Christ did for forty days and nights, 
Rev Fr Joseph MUkiibi, Director of 
Communications and PUblic Relations at 
the Kampala Archdiocese, has reminded 
the faithful to deepen their spiritual 
commitment. 
In an interview with The Observer, Fr. 

MUkiibi urged Christians, especially 
Catholics, to intensify their prayer life 
during the Lenten period, describing it as 
a time of reflection, sacrifice, and spiritual 
renewal. . 

"We are [in] a very beautiful season of 

grace for all of us. And Lent is a spiritual 
school where we encounter the Divine 
with devotion, commitment, and purest 
love," Father MUkiibi said. 

Lent, as defined by the Catholic Church, 
is a 40-day liturgical season of spiritual 
preparation for Easter, focused on prayer, 
fasting, and almsgiving. It begins on Ash 
Wednesday and ends on Holy Thursday 
evening, imitating Jesus' 40 days of fasting 
in the desert. 

"Its-aim is nothing less than helping 
us to become more loving persons, 
loving God above all, and our neighbour 
as ourselves. So, its purpose is the 
transformation of o.ur total being, mind. 
body, and spirit. So, the change of 

attitude, the change of mentality, the pure 
understanding of our relationship with 
God, is essential for all of us," Fr Multiibi 
added. . 

He also called upon Christians to break 
away from the usual to the unique. 

Explaining the three pillars of <Lent, Fr 
MUkiibi noted facets such as prayer, fasting, 
and alms giving help discipline the senses 
and also purify the soUl so that God can 
dwell within us; he called upon Christians 
to shun their sinful ways to benefit from 
the fasting season. 

"A good Christian is supposed to intensify 
their prayer life, to intensify self-denial, 
self-control, and self-mastery. That is 
fas~. And almsgiving; the more you give, 

the more you show your faith to God as 
St James clearly states It, 'show me your 
faith and I will show you my action'." 

"After Lent, we e~ect you to have 
changed your attitude, mentality, and 
your relationship with God. We have had 
many atrocities, we have experienced a 
lot from politics. It is a time for all of us 
to reconcile with God and one another. 
Generally, Lent is reconciliation," he said. 

This year, it is an interesting Lenten 
season, seeing as it has coincided with the • 
Muslim community's 30;;day Ramadhan 
fast, with both seasonsKicking off on Ash 
Wednesday. 


