
34 . t . DAILY MONITOR I MONDAY, MARCH 2, 2026 

Regional Ne~s 

~Leaders IllOVe to tackle 
pollution on River Nile 
Residents·have long 
raised concerns over 
untreated chemical -
effluents contaminating 
water . . 

BY DENIS EDEMA 

A
UthOrities in Njeru Municipality, 
Buikwe District, have launched 
an intensive campaign to curb 

- industrial pollution that has 
plagued local waterways, particularly 
Naava Stream, which flows into the 
River Nile. 

Residents have long raised concerns 
over untreated chemical effluents, 
textile 'waste, and medical refuse 
contaminating water, destroying 
aquatic life, and threatening public 
health and livelihoods. 
Deputy Resident District 

: -Coinmissioner (RDC).Andrew 'Ntange 
has vowed to hold both factories 
and m.unicipal officials accountable, 
promising stricter oversight, regular 
inspections, and greater engagement 

_with communities. 
"We cannot anow a few negligent 

actors to compromise public health 
and the environment,"Mr Ntange said, 
noting that some factories deliberately 
release untreated waste at night and 
during weekends to evade detection. 

The RDC revealed that complaints 
from residents have ranged 
industrial and medical waste<pollution 
to land grabbing and rising insecurity 
in the municipality. "I have received 
numerous complaints, and it is clear 
that decisiVe action is needed to protect 
our water sources and residents' 
livelihoods,"he added. 

Mr Ntange has criticised municipal 
department heads for lax supervision, 
accusing some civil servants of taking 
advantage of the election period to 
neglect their responsibilities. 

A section in Njeru where Naava stream empties industrial waste into River Nile. PHOTO/DENIS EDEMA 

"I have visited offices as early as 
8am and found them empty. Some 
.officers are frequently absent and at 
times unreachable by phone," he said, 
warning that any official failing to 
act on reported complaints will face 
disciplinary action for abuse of office. 

Plan 
As a first step, the RDC plans to 

convene a public baraza bringing 
together department heads, including 
health, environment, and education, 
political leaders, and community 
representatives to review complaints, 
identify gaps in service delivery, and 
enforce compliance. 

Mr Godfrey Mulekwa, a resident 
of Naminya South in Njeru Central 

- Division, described the situation as 
particularly severe on Fridays and 
Saturdays when factories are most· 
active. "You would not last here 

, . 

for a minute when they release it," 
he said, referring to foul-smelling, 
multicoloured chemical effluents that 
kill fish and frogs, destroy crops, and 
contaminate local water sources. 

BACKGROUND 

A UN Environment Programme 
(UNEP) report highlights 
that water quality in ml\ior 
sections of the Nile Bal>in 
has deteriorated due to 
contaminants such as heavy 
metals, organic waste, and toxic 
effluents, leading to reduced 
biod.iversity and health risks _ 
for~orpmunities relying on 
the river for domestic use and 
irrigation. 

The Senior Health Inspector at 
Njeru Municipal Council, Mr Andrew 
Kaita, confirmed that many factories 
are failing to meet minimum waste 
disposal standards. 

"The continued discharge of 
untreatea. waste poses a serious threat 
to public health, crops, and aquatic life," 
he warned. 

Mr Michael Ofwono, the president of 
the Rotary Club of Jinja, emphasised 
that protecting Lake Victoria and the 
River Nile is a shared responsibility. 

He revealed that the club, in 
partnership with other Rotary Clubs, 
is organising the 4th edition of Run for 
the Nile under the theme "Nature is 
Calling Us,"scheduled for March 28. 

The event will raise funds to install 
trap gates on drainage channels , 
intercepting plastics and industrial 
waste before they reach the major 
water bOdies. 
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Shsi4b project to boost milk production in cattle corridor 
BY MICHAEL AGABA 

KAMPALA. The government has de­
scribed as a milestone a $4 million 
(about Shs14 billion) programme that 
aims at boosting Uganda's dairy indus­
try by increasing milk output through 
climate-smart practices. 

Mr Samson Akankiza Mpiira, the com­
missioner of Dairy Development and 
Production at the Ministry of Agricul-­
ture, Animal Industry and Fisheries 

,,-, (MAAIF), said the Green Dairy Invest­
ment Programme, which will be im­
plemented by Heifer International and 
funded by aBi Development Ltd, aligns 
with the governmenfs plan to enhance· 
farmer productivity and competitive­
ness in the dairy industry. 

The programme, to be implement­
ed over three years, targets more than 
20,000 dairy farmers in 15 districts in 
central and southwestern Uganda, fo-
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cusing on improving breeds, nutrition 
and animal disease management. 

"The Green Dairy Investment Project 
comes in timely to complement and 
aUgrllent the government efforts,and is 
in line with the national development 
plans (NDPIV).Ifyou look at the tenfold 
agro-industrialisation programme, we 
are all looking at how we can have val­
ue, competitiveness and sustain ability 
of this important subsector of the coun­
try," Mr Akankiza said at the launch of 
the programme in Kampala on Thurs­
day. 

He explained that while the dairy in­
dustry contributes almost 11 percent 
to the Gross Domestic Product (GDP), 
with production now estimated at 5,4 
billion, litres annually, the country still 
needs to invest more in production and 
infrastructure to sustain growth in the 
sub-sector. 

"We need to improve production and 
productivity and ensure that we are 
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competitive in terms of production, es­
pecially because there is substantial in­
vestment in value addition,"he said. 

Mr Moses Nyabila, the chief execu­
tive officer of aBi Development Ltd, 
said the programme will support farm­
ers to adopt solar energy to power milk 
collection centres, grow improved pas­
tures and pump water,among other in­
terventions. 

"We should be able to triple.our pro­
ductivity per coW-We should be able to 

BACKGftOUND . 

Some ofthe beneficiary districts 
fall within the cattle corridor, 
which is highly vulnerable to 
environmental shocks such as 
prolonged dry spells, drying 
water sources, erratic rainfall, 
livestock diseases and pests. 
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triple the income that comes to the 
farmer,"he said. 

"The future of sustain ability de· 
pends on increasing productivity and 
nurturing the environment. This is an . 
opportunity for Uganda to grow even 
more,"Mr Nyabila added. 

Mr William Matovu, the country di­
rector for Heifer International, said 
the focus of the programme is to cata­
lyse investments within the dairy val­
ue chain by enhancing production, 
productivity and market access. 

"The focus will be largely on green­
ing the value chain. As we see the 
changing dynamics within the agri­
cultural value chain, it is very impor­
tant to focus on sustainability,"he said. 

"We will introduce solar-powered 
milk cooling systems and use ofbio­
gas to ensure that farmers at farm lev­
el can effectively grow and conserve 
fodder, while also managing waste," 
he added . 
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SorotiCity 
cracks doWn 
_ on illegal 
structures 
BY SUZAN NANJALA 

SOROTI. Small business owners in 
Soroti City are counting losses after 
the city authorities destroyed over 100 
roadside containers on Friday in a bid 
to restore order. 

Last month, Soroti City Council 
asked vendors to vacate the roadSIde 
and relocate to the allocated trading 
spaces. However, the appeal was largely 
ignored, and many vendors continued 
erecting containers along busy roads. 

On Friday morning, city authorities 
moved in and demolished the struc­
tures as owners looked on helplessly. 

Mr Joseph Mwesigwa, the deputy 
town clerk, said the operation targeted 
illegal structures obstructing road re­
serves, particularly along Soroti-Mbale 
Road. 

"These containers were blocking 
communication lines and posed seri­
ous security risks,"Mr M""esigwa said_"! 
have repeatedly written to the owners 
and given them time to vacate because 
containers are not allowed within the 
city,"he added. 

He warned that anyone erecting 
structures on road reserves would face 
prosecution. , What they say. 

"This container has 
been my source of 
livelihood for the last 

four years. The destruc­
tion was done without offering 
alternative sites. Claims that our 
containers were harbouring thie­
ves are baseless,· Samuel Otim, 
trader 

"This time, we will not just remove 
the containers; we will ensure account: 
ability," he added. Mr Mwesigwa also 
called on the Uganda Electricity Distri­
bution Company Limited (UEDCL) to 
stop supplying electricity to illegal con­
tainers, highlighting the safety risks of 
connecting power under high-voltage 
lines. 

Affected vendors voiced frustra­
tion. Mr Francis Kamya said he learned 
about the eviction only a day before 
the demolition."! appeared early in the 
morning, and my container was gone. 
I worked hard for a year to acquire it. 
How will I survive now?"he asked. 

Mr Samuel Otim said he managed . 
to remove his containers after hear­
ing about the city's plan."This contain­
er has been my source of livelihood for 
the last four years. The destruction was 
done without offering alternative sites. 
Claims that our containers were har-.. ~ 
bouring thieves are baseless,"he added. 

The demolition in Soroti comes as 
Kampala Capital City Authority (KC­
CA), with police support, continues to 
evict street vendors illegally operating 
in the capital. Other urban centres, in­
cluding Mbale and Mbarara, have 31s0 
vowed to enforce similar measures. 

City authorities insist that the move 
is aimed at regulating urban space, en­
suring public safe1'band preventing ille­
gal trading along road reserves. 
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