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The operation was 
forceful, sweeping ev­
erything in its path, in­
cluding makeshift stalls 
and pit latrines. 

i.Tears as Mbale City . 
[evicts street vendors 

BACKGROUND 

Last week, Kampala Capital City 
Authority (KCCA) carried out 
a major crackdown on street 
vendors in the city centre, 
clearing roads and dismantling 
kiosks to restore order. Vendors 
complained about lack of 
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& ANDREWWABUSHENDA 

. , 

V 
esterday morning, law enforce- : 
ment officers, supported by po- , 

. lice and the army, rolled through : 
the streets of Mbale City With a : 

grader, evicting street vendors in a bold : 
mQve to restore order and "Streamline i 
trade in the city. . , 

. The operation was forceful, sweeping : 
everything in its path, including make- : 
shift stalls and pit latrines,as dust filled i 
the air. Vendors and temp'orary lock--, 
ups on Naboa Road, Lorry Park, and 
North Road were among the first to be 

. cleared. 
. The enforcement follows a directive 
issu.ed last week, giving vendors five 
days to vacate streets as part of the city 
council's plan to regulate trade and re­
locate informal traders to gcq;etted 
IrulltetS. 

According to the notice, all vendors 
operating in streets and non-designat­
ed areas, including those in the trans­
port sector, were to move into ·aIlProved 
Irulltet spaces. . 
As the evictions progressed, emo- i 

tions ran high among traders. Mr Ayub i 

. a1temative market spaces, while 
KCCA insisted thousands of 
vac,ant stalls exist across the city, 
including at Usafi, Busega, and 
Nakawa markets. The op~ration 
sparked tensions, with some . 
traders vowing to return to busy 
street comers, highlighting the 
ongoing challenge of balancing 
urban order with livelihoods. 

vehicles and lorries to designated parks. 
"We have previously moved lorries from 
Cathedral Avenue and directed taxis to 
park. For boda bodas, we have gazetted 
areas with signposts developed in con­
sultation with rider leaders,"he said . 

The Deputy Resident City Commission­
er, Mr Harnza Banja, noted that street 
congestion fosters criminal activity. 

"Many criminals hide in these crowd­
ed areas, stealing from the public. We are 
helping the city council by providing se­
curity,"he said. 

Wambede,a fruit vendor operating ~ : City enforcement officers evict vendors in Mbale City yesterday. PHOTO! FRED WAMBEDE 

In April last year, trucks and lorries 
were relocated from the central business 
district to Mpumude playgrounds but 
have since retuined to cathedral Avenue, 
Manafa Road, and Nkokonjeru Terrace. 
Similarly, taxis previously barred from 
Pallisa, Tororo, and Kumi Roads have re- . 
sumed operations. hind Republic Street, sai"d the move : 

couldderailhisfinancialprogress.Hav- • blevendoronKumiRoad,expressed : " Whattheysay. . : However, city officials defended the ex-
ing recently received Shs1 million un-.. : frustration, highlighting her strug- ' . Now, .1 wonder how • ercise. Mr Geoffrey Mugisha, the town 
der the Parish Development Model . gles as a single mother."ThiS is where • I'm gO"ig.to repay the i derkinchargeofthelhdustrialDivision. 

Residents have accused city officials of 
extorting money from vendors, which 
undermines enforcement efforts. 

(pDM) and invested in his business, he : I have built my clientele. New, I'm told i [PDM] money. after being : said the operation waS necessary to re- Mr Hakim Watenyeri, a senior citizen 
in Mbale City, said the enforcement team 
should be blamed for the flawed laws by 
the vendors because they collect money 

is now concerned about repayment. : to move to the market where I have no i removed from the streets,The i store trade order. He refuted claims that 
"Now, I wonder how I'm going to re- ' space;~she said. . • city council talked of having space • Irulltets lacked space, noting that Mbale 

pay the money after being removed . Ms AsirafNaubuga, another street : in the markets, but for someone : Central Market alone has more than 
from the streets," Mr Wambede said, • trader, appealed for permission to op- • like me selling fruits, how can I get ' 1,000 vacant stalls capable of accommo- from them. . 

_ adding that the council should have al- ' erate at night when shopsare closed. • cu~tomers if I'm placed in upper • dating displaced vendors. . 
-"located them spaces in the markets be- • She warned that without alternative l rooms at Mbale Central Market?" • "The council had issued several warn-

"This is not the first; they have been ex­
pelled, but they keep coming back be­
cause some of these enforcers are taking 
moneyfrom them,"Mr-Watenyea.said 

foreenfmcingtheeviction. : options, many youths who depend on : AyubWambede,frultvendor • ings before the five-day ultimatum 
- -"-Tbe-city-€GUll€il-talked-Gf..having-j -street vendiRg-c-ewd-resert to-€l'ime-el'- .-' -. - -:- ---- - - - - - ........ - elapsed. Some vendors had occupied 

space in the markets, but for someone ' substance abuse. : • corridors and walkways meant for pe-
like me selling fruits, how can I get cus- . Haijat Fatuma, a vendor, urged Pres- : fees. "There is no adequate space in the : destrians,"he said. 

As the dust settles, the city council fuces 
the challenge of balancing law enforce­
ment,public order, and the livelihoods of 
thousands of informal traders who rely 

tomers if I'm placed in upper rooms at • ident"Museveni to intervene, noting : markets. Authorities should first or- . Mbale City Clerk Assy Abirebe added 
Mbale Central Market?"he wondered. • the timing of the eviction coincides ' ganise the markets before removing • that the operation also aims to restore 

Ms Agnes Nandutu, a young vegeta- • with parents preparing to pay school • vendors from the streets,"she said. • transport order by relocating passenger on the streets for survival. . 
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BY SHABIBAH NAKIRIGYA 

KAM~ALA; Health experts have said • 
proper use of baby diapers can playa : 

Diapers could save newborns from cold stress - experts 
supportive role in preventing hypother- i gala said. According to the Ministry of 
inia among newborns, a condition that • Health, temperature-related complica­
continues to contribute significantly to • tions affect an estimated 22 out of every 

among the leading causes of newborn • ty, complications during birth, asphyx- : low-income families. 
deaths. • ia, and sepsis. Pretenn babies especially : "We hope taxes can be reduced so pric-

"In our country, the leading causes of . struggle to regulate their body tempera- • es become fuvourable. Currently, a dia-
newborn mortality include prematuri- • ture,"Dr Bagala said. i per costs between S~500 and ShsSoo, o· neonatal deaths in Uganda : 1,000 newborns, ·contributing signifi-

Hypothermia occurs when a ' cantlytoneonatalillnesS°anddeaths. 
newborn's body temperature drops . Keepingbabiesdry . 
below normal due to poor heat . DrBa,galaexplaffiedthatdiapershelp i BACKGROUND 

- regulation, a risk particularly for • reduce heatloss by keeping newborns : ........................................... . 

preterm and lOW-hirth-weight babies : dry, noting that wet clothing or nappies . Preterm and Iow-~-welght 
whose temperature control systems are . can quickly lower a baby's body temper- : infants are particularly at risk of 
not fully developed. ature. . • cold stress because their bodies 

Speaking yesterday during the launch • "When a newborn stays wet, especial- • / have not fully developed the 
of a partnership between the Ministry • ly in the first hours and days of life, the i ability to regulate temperature. 

. of Health and Softcare Uganda Limited l riSk oflosing body heat increases.Keep- · Unlike full-term babies, they 
to distribute diapers to regional referral • ing the baby dry is one oftbe simple but have ~hinner skin, tess body fat, 
hospitals, the assistant COmmissioner . effective steps in preventing hypother- and immature intemal systems, 
for Repn;>ductive and Infant Health, • mia,"hesaid. • makingitharderfor~emto 
Dr John Paul Bagala, said maintaining i He added that disposable diapers are . . stay warm. Even small drops 
warmth immediately after birth is • designed to absorb moisture quickly, · in ambient temperature or 
critical for newborn survival. • . helping maintain a stable body envi- . prolonged exposure to moisture 

"Maintaining wannth immediate- • ronment,particularly in busy health fu- . can quickly lower their body 
ly after birth is essential. While kanga- • cilities where immediate changing may : temperature, increasing the risk 
roo mother care, warm clothing, and : not always be possible. i of complications such as slowed 
heated rooms remain primary inter- L Uganda continues to grapple with . heart rate, breathing difficulties, 
ventions, absorbent and dry diapers i high neOnatal mortality, with prema- ~ and weakened immunity. 

_ Glrralsoilelp prevent heat lass;"..Dr:iia-.J .turity,'birth asphyxia, and infections ~: " _ ~ 

• Under the partnership, Softcare Ugan- • which is still high fur many families,"he 
i da Limited will supply diapers to re- • said: 
1 gional referral hospitals to improve hy- l Midwives highlight risks 
: gieri.eandnewbomcarepI3dices. • Ms Jennifer Achora, a midwife at 
: . Mr Festo Mugisha, the assistant man- ' Kawempe National Referral Hospital, 
i aging director of Softcare Uganda Lim- j saidhypothermia poses a serious threat, 
• ited, said the initiative aims to support • particularly to prematUre babies. 

, i both newborn health and girls' educa- · "Preterm babks. are born before 
: tion·through the provision of sanitary • their body systems fully develop. Even 
• products in schools. • slight exposUre to-cold can push them .... 
• "Wehaverealisedthatmanygirlsdrop . into hypothermia, which requires 
• out of school because they cannot ac- • immediate intervention."she said. 
• cess sanitary towels. This partnership . She explained that while incubators 
• will contnbute to reducing that chal- • help regulate temperature, diapers play 
: lenge,~MrMugishasaid. • an important complementary role by 
• He added that affordable diapers • preventing babies from remaining in 
• could significantly improve hygiene . wet conditions. • 
: conditions for mothers and newborns .. "Even when babies are in incubators, 
• in health facilities. • keeping them dry is very important. 
: However, he appealed to the govern- • Diapers help ensure they are not 
• ment to consider reducing tax~ on di- • exposed to moisture, which can worsen 

_ t:".apers tomakethemmore affordable for. l cold stress,"MsAchora said. .! 
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