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Jinja pupils~ hopes of joining secondary hang in the balance 
BYTAUSI NAKATO 

JINJA. The hopes of at least 66 candi­
dates from Kllra Primary School in Jin­
ja City, of joining Senior One this year, 
remain uncertain after the Uganda 
National Examinations Board (Uneb)' 
withheld their Prirriary Leaving Exam­
ination (pLE) results over alleged exam­
ination irregularities. 

The results, released nationally on 
January 30, excluded the majority of 
candidates from the government-aided 
school, leaving pupils, parents and ad­
ministrators anxious as the academic 
year gets underway. _ 

Jinja City Senior Education Officer Ha­
runa Mulopa said the matter is under 
direct investigation by the Uneb, which 

_ _ ·is probing suspected collusion dUring 
the examinations. 

"These issues are handled in a special 
way by Uneb. We are waiting for their 
invitation at any time this month so 

that we can go and address the matter," 
Mr Mulopasaid. 

He added that the candidates are ex­
pected to appear before Uneb officials 
to help clarify what transpired during 

i the examinations. "They will call all 
, of them so that they can explaiIi what 

happened. There is hope that the re-
sults Will be released after in­
vestigations are conclud-

, ed,"hesaid. 
Ms Rose Nakisige, the 

head teacher of Kiira 
; Primary School, said 

only one candidate's 
results have so' far 
been released out of 
the 67 pupils. 
, "We had 66 candidates 

affected. Only one pu­
pil'sresults wer:e released. We are 
scheduled to go to Uneb on Tuesday (to­
day) to followup on the matter," Ms Na­
kisige said. 

Parents lament uncertainty 
Parents say the delay has disrupt­

ed their children's education plans 
and caused emotional distress among 
learners who had expected to transi­
tion to secondary school this term. 

"My daughter worked so hard, and 
now her entire future is on hold be- , 

cause of mistakes she did not make," 
said Ms Joan Birungi, whose 
child is among the affected 

candidates. 
, Another parent, Ms Sarah ' 
Namulondo, said theuncer­
tainty could cost-learners 
an academic year. 
"My son had hiS heart set 

on joining Senior One, but 
now he may lose a whole year. 
It is very stressful for him and 

for us as parents," she said., 
Learners themselves say the wait has 

been emotionally draining. "I was ex­
cited to start Senior One, but now I feel 

anxious every day. I don't know ifl will 
go to the school I dreamed of," Juma 
Kakaire, one of the candidates; said. 

Brian Kirunda, another pupil, said 
watching his peers join secondary 
school has been discouraging. 

"I feel stressed and worried about 
missing the start of my education," he 
said. 

While releasing the 2025 PLE results, 
Uneb Executive Director Dan Odon­
go said some invigilators and scouts 
were allegedly bribed or intimidated by 
school administrators to allow external 
assistance to candidates. ' 

Ji.hja City registered 6,049 candidates 
for the PLE, with 816 passing in Divi­
sion One, 3,269 in Division Two, 929 
in Division Three and 535 in Division 
FOur,. while 434 were ungraded and 67-
absent. The school had emerged as the . 
top-performing school in the city, with 
all its 67 candidates reportedly scoring 
Division One. 
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Mbale pupils to defend 
PLE results on March 16 
The school administrat-

_ ---rtion has expressed con­
fidence that the pupils 
performed well and they 
will successfully defend 
their results. 

BYANDREWWABUSHEJNDA 
&. FRED WAMBEDE 

Pupils who sat their Primary 
Leaving Examinations (PLE) last 
year at St Joseph Musoto Prima­
ry School in Mbale City are sched­

uled to defend their withheld results be­
fore the Uganda National Examinations 
Board (Uneb) on March 16. 

The 2025 PLE results were released on 
January 30 by Uneb. However, at St Jo­
seph Musoto Primary School, only sev­
en of the 185 candidates who sat the na­
tional examinations, all of them special 
needS pupils, received their results. 

The head teacher, Mr Stephen Wash a­
ki, said the school administration had 
been instructed to present the affected 
candidates to Uneb on March 16 to de­
fend their results. 

Mr Washaki expressed confidence 
that the pupils performed well and will 
successfully defend their results, not­
ing that the school had adequately pre­
pared them. 

"I ask parents to mobilise our children, 
inform those who are far away to re­
turn, and prepare for March 16 when 
they will go to Uneb to defend their re­
sults," Mr Washaki said after angry par~ 

ents threatened to sue the school. 
--=-. He made the remarks during a meet­

ing atte:o.ded by parents, scHool admin­
istrators and security officials at the 
weekend. 

Parents continued to express frustra: 
tion and confusion, pointing-out that 
Senior One students have started re­
porting to school. 
Mr Washaki urged parents to remain 

calm and to contribute SgS50.000 per 
L jj .i ~_ ~ t 

~T JIJS£rH MIlSOTO PRIMAR 
'" '. 

Some ofthe pupils at St Joseph Mu'soto Primary School. Pupils who sat their PLE at the school last year are sched-
uled to defend their withheld results. PHOTO/ANDREW WABUSHANDA ' 

pupil to cater for transport to Uneb. 
He also revealed that while respond­

ing to aggrieved parents, there had 
been an issue with the Science paper, 
which led to the withholding of the re­

: sults: 
However, parents remained un­

convinced, questioning Uneb's role and 
arguing that if there was any malprac­
tice, responsibility should also rest with 
the examination supervisors assigned 

. to the school. 
Mr Sirajji Muyiima, a father of two 

children who sat the 2025 PLE at the 
school, said parents were anxious be­

, cause they could not secure Senior One 
• placements without the results. 
, "How shall we get places for our chil­

dren? You start planning for your child 
when you have the results," Mr Muyii­
rna said. 
Mr Rogers Mukwana, another parent, 

said they were deeply concerned about 
their children's future. . 
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He noted that some of the girls who 
sat the examinations had grown older 
during the long holiday, warning that 
further delays could create serious 
challenges. 

THE LAW 

Uneb Executive Director 
Dan N Odongo, speaking t o 
the media during the release 
ofthe rer sults, said Section 
5(2)(b) of the Uneb Act, Cap 
259, empowers the board to 
withhold results of affected 
candidates pending-completion 
of investigations. "Where 
there is a prima facie case, the 
Board's Tribunal (Examinations 
Security Committee) will 
accord all the affected 
candidates a fair hearing before 
making final decisions," he said. 

Mr Rogers Taitika, the Elgon Region 
Police spokesperson, called for calm. 

"As security personnel, we will en­
sure there is peace, and we call upon 
the school administrators and par­
ents to cooperate to resolve the issue 
without commotion," he said. 

While releasing the PLE results this 
year, the Uneb Executive Director, 
Mr Dan N Odongo, said most cases of 
withheld results were from the dis­
tricts of Kisoro, Kampala, Mukono, 
Namutumba, Kassanda, Buyende 
and Kaliro, among others. . 

"In accordance with Section 5(2)(b) 
of the Uneb Act, Cap 259, the Board 
will withhold the results of the affect­

., ed candidates pending completion of 

. investigations. Where there is a pri­
ma facie case, the Board's Tribunal 
(Examinations Security Committee) 
will accord all the affected candidates 
a fair hearing before making final de-
cisions,"nesatch l' 

; ~l 1'll)1 \.. ...l d· -, 'i\)+ ..., J I 

www.m~nitor.co.ug 

Absenteeism 
leaves leaders 
searching 
for answers 
BY iOBBIAS JOLLY OWINY 

NWOYA. Persistently low attendance 
in primary schools a<;ross Nwoya Dis­
trict has alarmed education officials, 
who are struggling to reverse the trend. 

Investigations by Daily Monitorindi­
cate that three weeks into the first term, 
several schools are still registering low 
numbers ofreturningpupils. 

At Corom, Camguru, Te-dam, and 
Kochlii primary schools, fewer than 40 
percent oflearners had resumed classes 
by the end oflast Friday. 

"Teachers are present, but we are grap­
pling with serious absenteeism because 
children are not coming to school. A 
teacher walks into a class of 80 on the 
register and finds only five pupils," Ms 
Rosemary Ajok, a teacher at Te-dam Pri­
mary School, said. 

The matter was raised during a cere­
mony organised by TotalEnergies at the 
district headquarters to award benefi­
ciaries ofits annual education sponsor­
ship programme in Nwoya 
Mr James Boniface Achellam, the Dis­

trict Inspector of Schools, descnbed the 
situation as deeply troubling. 

"There are many factors affecting' 
learning in the district, and poor at­
tendanceis one of them. Threeweeksin­
to the term, when you visit our schools, 
learners are simply not there. In the first 
week, we recorded many schools that 
did not register a single pupil," he said. 
Mr Achellam noted that inquiries re­

vealedmanyparents were keeping their 
children at home to work in gardens 
rather than sending them to class. 

Scholarships awarded 
On Friday, under its Girls' Education 

Programme, TotalEnergies awarded 
scholarships to 10 top-performing but 
underprivileged girls who sat the 2025 
Primary Leaving Examinations cPLE). , 

Launched in 2015 as part of 
t he com p any's corp orate social 
responsibility Initiatives in Nwoya, the 
programme is intended to promote 
girls' education in the district. Since its 
inception, the programme has enrolled 
123 students. 
Mr Achellam said the education de­

partment has begun engagiRg parents 
directly, moving from school to school 
to sensitise communities on the impor­
tance of consistent attendance. 

"We want to involve the community 
because these children live among 
them. If they are absent, parents must 
be held accountable. We intend to­
make absenteeism a risky undertaking 
for both parents and pupils so that 
attendance improves," he said. 

Last week, the District Education De­
partmentlauncheda communitymobi­
lisation drive aimed at encouragingpar~ ~ 
ents to send their children to school. 

Poor results 
In the 2025 PLE results released 

in January, Nwoya ranked 143rd 
nationally, with fewer than 50 
candidates achieving Division One . • 

Mr Moses Ojok, the district vice 
chairperson, said poor performance 
in primary schools is closely linked to 
pers~~nt abs~teeis:r:n. 
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