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St Lawrence University ··­
(SlAU) !1flve-an opportu-
nity to take' fuin control of 
Group D wlien they welcome 
debutants Lira University to 
the crowri City Campus in 
Kavule, Mpigi District today in 
the Pepsi University Football 
League (UFL). 

SLAU who are last-season's 
.·--runners-up are top of the 

group on goal difference, level 
- em three points with Makerere 

University Business School 
(MUBS) in second position, 
while Gulu University are 
third with the same tally. Lira 
are bottom without a point. 
However, SLAU hold a crucial 
advantage, they have played ' 
just one match compared to 

. MUBS and Gulu, who have 
already featured twice. 

Victory from todClY'S encoun­
ter would therefore lift SLAU 
to six points and leave t!lem 
needing only to avoid defeat 
in_ their final group fixturt 

-, -against Gulu later this month 
to secure safe passage to ,the 
knockout stage. 

This season's revised UfL 
format has added intrigue 
to the group stage. Unlike . 
previous editions, th~re a~e \ 
no home-and-away fixture's ~ 
meaning each match carries 
heightened significance. ' 
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NYACHAM~ T IUMPHS 
.~.y. .. ~.~~.~~~.I .. ~.~~~.~q~ .......... .. 
Kenyan Mercy Nyachama shot 
an overall 7 -over 220 to win 
her first MTN Entebbe Ladies 
Open title at Entebbe Club on 
Saturday. 

Playing off handicap -1.4, 
the Njoro Country Club mem­
ber notched six birdies over 
the three rounds, with three of 
these in the last round, to beat 
defending champion Peace 

. Kabasweka to the title by five 
. strokes to bag the biggest 
share of the shlOm prize mon­
ey (sh2.4m). The Kenyan built 
on her overnight two-stroke 
lead to claim her second title 
this year, follOwing her earlier 
victory, the Sigona Ladies 
Open (GOIT) 2026, back 
home early this month. -

Not even the news of the 
death of her mom back in 
Kenya moments before play 
started in Entebbe could deter 
Nyanchama froin compet-
ing favourably. She opened 
her Iintebbe title chase with 
a 4-over 75 and tied with 
Kabasweka in the opening 
round before she improved by 
a stroke in the second, where 
the latter scored 76, to open 
up a two-stroke lead, which 
became four when her nearest 

, challenger bogeyed holes 7 
and 8, whereas Nyachama 
had enjoyed a bogey-free front 
nine. Despite a bogey on the 

·par-3 10, Nyachama steadied 
the ship with more birdies on 
holes 11, 13, and 15, with her 
double bogey on the par-4 17 
of no consequence to her lead. 

"I am so excited to win this 
competition, and 1 dedicate 
it to my late mum. When I 
arrived, that's when'she died, 
but I decided to continue with 
the event, and I thank God 
that I managed to play the 
54 holes and emerged as the 
winner," Nyachama, who also 
won the Uganda Ladies Open 
last August, said. 

"During the first round, I 
was crying the whole first 
nine, but I decided to focus 
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because I needed to get good 
world ranking points, and 
thank God I did it. I know 
wherever my mom is, she is 
happy. I had to play well for 
her, and oIily God knows 
why she took her. "My game 
is on point, and 1 hope I can 
continue winning in the other 
international events," Nyacha­
ma, who is currently ranked 
1338th in the world, stated. 
Despite not winning, Kabas­
weka remains the best-ranked 
female player in the World 
Amateur Golf Rankings, 341 st 
among the field that competed 
in Entebbe, having won 7 
events last year. 

. trailing 18-14. our five," stated H~athens 
Pirates came into the sec- coach Tolbert Onyango. 

Vi~rs in tiij~ Uijan~a Premier lea~e race 
.~ .. y'!~?'y'~~a Saaka 

Uganda Premier League 
Buhimba 0 KCCA 2 
Today,4pm 
Police v BUL 
Kitara v UPPC 
NEC v UPDF 
Vipers v Lugazi 

Vipers host Lugazi tonight at 
St Mary's Stadium, Kitende 
knowing thClt their place at 
the summit of the Uganda 
Premier League (UPL) is 
under serious threat from 
the chasing pack of SC Villa, 
Kitara, KCCA and UPPC in 
'second, third, fourth and fifth 
places respectively. 

The reigning champions 
lead the standings with 38 
points, but their cushion 
was reduced to two point$ 
by KCCA FC who defeated 
Buhimba United Saints 2-0 
away at Royals Park in Ho­
ima yesterday to move to 36 
points level with third placed 
Kitara 

Kitara and UPPC (34 
points) also clash today in 
Butema in an early kick off 
with any result from that 
game likely to pile more 
pressure on Vipers. There­
fore, in a ptle race this tight, 
any slip could prove costly 
for th~ V ~norns. 

Vipers 'till enter tonight's 

" contest on the bac~ of two 
consecutive fiustraj:jng 1-1 
draws against BUt: and NEC 
which have halted their 
league momentum 'imd invit­
ed pressure on theft Belgian 
tactician coach Ivan $nn­
aert. In both matches,! Vipers 
played well in the firs~ half 
but faded in the second half 
which is a worrying p;ittern 
for a side aiming to defend . 
the title. \ 

Against BUL at the FUFA 
Technical Centre in Njeru, 
Abdulkarim Watambala 'gave 
Vipers the lead before Karim 
Ndugwa restored parity in 
the second half. At Kitende, 
Milton Karisa struck early 
against NEC, only for Waren 
Buule to equalise late on and 
snatch a point. 

Those droppeq points con­
trast sharply with a flawless 
January in which Vipers 
won all four league matches. 
However, there were signs 
of renewed sharpness in the 
Uganda Cup, '-'Yhere Vipers 
thrashed Pajule Lions 6-0 to 
reach the Rourid of 16 last • 
week. 

Watambala and Karisa 
each scored twice, wMe 
Gusto Mulongo\and Arafat 
Usama also foui).d the net, in 
a performance tJ1at rpstored" 'I 
confidence in th~ ch;unpions\ 
attacking edge. " I 

, 


