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Khamenei's death and-' 
bitter lesson for Africa 

On March 1, we woke up to the news of the death of 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,Iran's Supreme Leader since 
1989,killed in ajoint US-Israeli airstrike on his Tehran 
compound. 

President Trump announced it first on Truth 
Social, calling the 86-year-old cleric "one of the mo~ 
evil people in history" and framing the strikes as a 
step toward regime change and "peace throughout 
the Middle East." fum, of course, swore revenge. 

Barely two decades after the catastrophic Iraq 
invasion, we witness yet another high-profile 
assassination of a sovereignState's leader-again 
Drchestrated by the self-appointed guardians of our 
global order. The narrative is familiar: the Iranian 
people supppsedly demanded it; America (a mere 
250 years old) ann ISrael (barely eight qecades in 
existence) were left With no choice but to selflessly 
answer the calls of the Iranian people -"delivering 
freedom" to a Persian civilisation stretch.iJig back over 
two millennia 

Does sovereignty still mean anything? Or has it 
become a patheticjoke,enforceable only for those 
with overwhelming military might? The oldest rule 
in international relations remains unchanged: the 
strong do as they will, the weak suffer as they must 

One wonders,had Iran possessed the infamous . 
nuclear deterrent, would Washington or Tel Aviv have 
dared strike? Ask North Korea, whose arsenal has 
rendered any direct intervention suicidal. 

Weakness invites bullying; strength deters it . 
Survival of the fittest isn'tDarwinian poetry- it's 
brutal realpolitik. . 

To my fellow Africans cheering this development: 
where ~ our insurailce poliCY? Where is our deterrent 
against tomorrow's drone strike? History offers 
grim reminders- Patrice Lumumba (1961, CIA­
backed), Thomas Sankara (1~87, with alleged French 
complicity),Muammar Gaddafi (2011,Nato-enabled). 

Each removal left chaos: the Democratit: Republic 
• of Congo remains a resource-plundered war wne, 

Burkina Faso grapples withjihadist insurgency, and 
Libya is a fractured failed State held up as exhibit 
Ain Western discourse on African "instability." 
Yet when these tragedies unfolded, muCh of the 
continent watched passively-or woise, applauded­
as our leaders jetted to Washington or Brussels to 
sign bilateral deals designed to SIdeline neighbours. 
We picked up the pieces in silence, divided and 
conquered-once again. 

I hate to play prophet of doom, but what happened 
to Khamenei will almost certainly happen to an 
African head of State within the next decade, and . 
the pretext will be the same: the citizens of the said · 
country will have incessantly begged for freedom to 
such an extent that our benevolent guardians will be 
left with no choice but to rush to our rescue. 

Some "Excellency" will be airlifted or vaporised in a 
precision strike, and many ofus will cheer- because 
deep down, resentment toward our own rulers runs 
deep. But the realjoke will be on us: how do you sleep 
soundly when outsiders can enter your hOUse,remove 
your father figure while you're dreaming, and you 
wave flags in approval? 

Tune into Fox Newstoday,and you'd think the 
worldjust achieved paradise. Chest-thumping and 
exuberant belching over a high-profile death- yet· 
every life lost in war is tragic, whether the victim is 
deemed a "terrorist" or not. 

Death should humble us all, not fuel triumphalislil. 
Celebrating it, even against our enemieS, strays far 
from the Christ-like virtues of mercy and sanctity 
of life and is a stark contradiction from the pro-life 
stance that the Fox Newsfaithfuls are famed for. 

We are all born of dust, toil through brief existences 
chasing meaning and legacy (a narcissistic illusion in 
the cosmic scale), only to depart abruptly. The world 
spins on, indifferent 

If this LentlRamadan season-amid fasting, 
reflection, and shared human frailty- doesn't 
remind us how pathetic and vulnerable we all are, 
nothing will. 

Brian Tworore, 
Deub Engineering Solutions 
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LETTER OF THE DAY 

Kampala~s . disorder is 
not a~,hawker problem 

,-

Street vendors are creep- ·~ 
ing back on Kampala's streetS, 

'"' weeks after the latest Kampala 
Capital City Authority (KCCA) 
decree th.aJ: declared them per: 
sona non grata. Assuming that 
urban disorder begins with the . 
haWKers (batembeeYz) is a mis- . 
diagnosis. 

Kampala's congestiqn, litter, 
noise, and informal economy 
are not the handiwork of hawk­
ers. 

Hawkers are merely the most 
visible symptom of the city's 
many compromises. To mistake 
the symptom for the disease is 
to guarantee constant relapse. 

This city of roughly 1.8 mil­
lion (and up to 4.5 million dur­
ing the day) is run by Kampala 
Capital City Authority (KCCA). 
The executi:ve director, under 
the President, wields techno-­
cratic authority while the polit­
iCal wing, led by an elected Lord 
Mayor,has curtailed powers. 

The result is a delicate and of­
ten tense dualism: technocratic 
authority on one hand and sym­
bolic political representation on l frastructure was designed for a 
theother.Thattensionshadows different century and a small­
the city. er population. It now groans un-

The economic context com- der the weight of its own suc­
pounds the governance issue. cess. 
According to Uganda Bureau of Street behaviour amplifies 
Statistics (Ubos), Kampala Met- this disorder. Traffic lights are 
ropolitan accounts for more advisory. Lanes are flexible. 
than half of Uganda's industri- Road reserves double as taxi 
al output. parks. Pavements function as re-
It hosts microenterp~es like tail space. 

it's a national expo, contribut- · Corruption is denounced pub­
ing roughly 60-65 percent of liCly and facilitated privately. En­
Uganda's GDP. It is a city .of ex- forcement is, therefore, episodic 
traordinary entrepreneurial en- and often politically mediated. 
ergy, yet it does not rank among Evicting vendors off the streets 
Africa's economic powerhouses is neither new nor simple. Jen­
like Lagos or Nairobi nifer Musisi tried it in 2012. She 

Its infrastructure lags: in road cleared streets by force. The city 
density, integrated public trans- looked neat for a while. Then­
port, waSte management, and the backlash hit: the ruling par­
planned housing. The city's in- ty lost all Kampala parliamen-

tary seats in 2016. A political 
cost many attributed to Musisi's 
sweeping reforms. 

Yet a decade later, with a more 
disorderly Kampala, the NRM 
reclaimed NakawaEast,Kampa­
la Central, and Kawempe South. 
It performed even better in lo­
cal divisions. 

Kampala's tragedy isn't hawk­
ers. Ours is a city that refuses 
to absorb them meaningfully. 
Empty stalls in KCCA markets 
aren't only rebellion; traders 
understand that crackdowns 
are temporary and that compli­
ance is seasonal. They only have 
to wait. 

As I write this, they're already 
getting back on the streets. 
If Kampala seeks to be a com­

petitive regional capital, it must 

address the political impasse 
within KCCA. The administra­
tive and political arms must 
stop performing for different 
audiences and start governing 
for the same city. Often, it is the 
technocratic arm that evicts. 
When public anger arises, the 
political arm absorbs it- and 
often amplifies it. 

Hawkers are not Kampala 's 
only problem. They just remind 
us what the problem always 
was: order within the city. 

Geofrey Mugisha, 
Board Member, Pan African 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Chairperson NRM Nat ion-
al Youth Forum.geofreymugi­
sha256@gmail.c9m 

What do you have to say about the services at Kawempe Women's referral hospital? 

Dr Jane Ruth Aceng, 
Health minister 
The facility ha,s the high-
est number .of production 
for babies.It is very critical 
to have oxygen so that every 
mother can walk back home 
with a baby. 

Joan Kantu Elsie,Rotarian 
We know it is a national re­
ferral hospital that needs to 
be de-congested. About 120 
babies are delivered here 
every night We need medi· 
-cal grade oxygen to.support 
premature babies. 

Sister Lyzie Mutesi, 
Officer-in-charge of an-
te natal ward. EveryThurs-

. day, we attend to adolescent 
pregnant girls, we have to 
screen them for lllY,Hepati­
tis and Syphilis for them to 
know their status. Those who 
are positive, we enrol them on 
treatment immediately. 

J ' L ~~~~~~~------------------------------------~------------~ 

Sr Evelyn~ Tushemeirir­
we,Asst lie Ante Natal 
clinic. Today, we have re­
ceived about 12 mothers 
who do not know the men 
responsible for their preg­
nancies. They actually come 
to abort,but through coun­
selling, they accept to·take 
on the pregnancy. 
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