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Relief as 43 students return home 
After enduring 48 hours 
ofa rigorousjourney, 43 
students finally landed 
at Entebbe Internation­
al Airport ~afely. 

BY PAUL ADUDE 

T
he 43 students from Ahlul Bayt 
In~rnatj.9nal University in Teh­
ran, Irari, breathed a collective 
sigh of relief as they finally com­

pleted more than 48 hours of travel 
from Tehran, to Entebbe last evening. 

As the war between the joint Iran/Is­
rael forces and Iran intensifies, the Min­
istry of Foreign Affirirs,in collaboration 
. with the Uganda People's Defence Forc­
es (upDF), repatriated the first batch of 
Ugandan students who were caught in 
the crossfire of the ongoing bombard­
ment. 

Government records from Xplore­
Travel Services show that the students 
departed Istanbul Airport yesterday 
at 7:35 am, landed at Bole Airport in 
Addis Ababa at 3:45 pm, and touched 
down in Uganc4 at 5:45 pm. Their safe 
arriv~ marked the end of the first res­
cue mission, ajourney that demanded 
courage and endurance. 

- The group was received at Entebbe In­
ternational Airport by State Minister 
for Gender, Labour, and Social Devel­
opment,MrBalaam Barugahara, along­
side officials from UPDF, State House, 
and the Ministry of Foreign Affirirs. 

While addressing the media after the 
group's arrival, Minister Barugahara re­
vealed that the students numbered 51 
in ~otal, but eight chose to ~main in 
Iran. -

- "When the war broke out, our ambas­
sador in Iran, Twaha Matata, reached 
out to the President through the for-

Gender state minister, Balaam Barugahare (circled) addresses the students who were rescued from Iran upon their 
arrival at Entebbe International Airport yesterday. PHOTO/PAUL ADUDE 

eign affairs minister. They were about • 
51 in one university, but eight decided • 
to remain behind. willingly. The Presi- : 
dent approved the return of the 43 who : 
were y.rilling,~he said. : 

Mr Barugahara further noted that : 
government is working to evacuate a : 
second batch of 53 students currently • 
stranded at another university in Iran, : 
which he declined to name. - : 

Ms Sarah Mayanja, a second year stu- : 
dent pursuing a Bachelor's in Architec~ : 
tural-Engin~ering, said altbpugh the : 
journey was long and exhauSting, they : 
arrived unscathed. : 

"We approached the Ambassador : 
Twaha Matata who got in touch with : 

_ choosing to stay. _ 
This isn't the first time 
government has cOl1Je to 

_ help us having been help­
ful even with the 12-day war in 
Iran. However, after the 12-day 
war, many failed to return for : 
their studies since they couldn't 
afford air tickets back, as we are 
all on scholarships. That's why 
the eight students and those at 
.t\1-Mustafa International Univer­
'sity (MIU) in Qom remained 

. '- Mr Aloysius Segawa, Interna­
tional Relations student. 

the embassy in Ankara and the For­
eign Affairs ministry to evacuate us. 
We traveled by bus for about 14 hours 
from Tehran to the Turkey border. We 
were scared but we kept in touch with 
the ambassador who kept encouraging 
and promising us that things would be 
welL We soon reached the Turkey bor­
der where we found embassy officials," 
she said. 

Mr Isaac Nimwesiga, the chairman of 
Ugandans in Iran, expressed gratitude 
despite the ordeal 

"We had to set off for Istanbul. It was 
also a lengthy journey, but we managed 
to reach there. It took around 15 hours, 
but later we were received in a hotel, 

guided by Major General Bob Ojok, and 
with the help of the embassy in Turkey, 
we had a comfortable stay. Today, we 
left Turkey for Uganda,"he said. 

SOIJ.le students, however, appealed 
to government to provide provisional 
study opportunities in Ugandan univer­
sities, especially for those nearing com­
pletion of their courses, rather than re­
turning to Tehran after the war. 

Mr Barugahara assured that govern­
ment would make provisions for all stu­
dents to be flown back to Iran to com­
plete their studies once the war sub­
sides. 

Joumeybackhome 
A few hours after Israel and the US 

struck Tehran, the students endured 
a harrowing bus ride from the Iranian 
capital to the Turkey border. 

Alone on the bus for 19 hours on the 
road, changing buses through three 
major provinces; Qazvin, Zanjan, and 
East Azerbaijan, the students arrived 
at the Gurbulak border post at noon on 
Sunday. 

They were made to wait another 
12 hours before being cleared to en­
ter Turkey.they were frightened until 
they reached_the Gurbulak border post, 
where embassy officials received them 
and later transferred them to Istanbul. 

In our Wednesday edition, the stu­
dents recounted how they braved a 
950lanjourney filled with explosions 
and uncertainty. 

Different students,speaking by phone 
to Daily Monitor, shared their experi­
ences at the border, where they under­
went rigorous checks unlike anything 
they had ever seen. 

"We went through three checkpoints, 
. but one after the other became hard . .. ," 
one stUdent, who preferred not to be 
named, said .. 
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Nibh The num­
ber of children 
who were killed 
in the air str ike 
done by US/ 
Israel against 
Iran. 

Iran envoy to Uganda asks countries to condemn war 
BY RASHUL ADIDI 

KAMPALA. Iran's ambassador to 
Uganda, Mr Majid Saffar, has urged the 
international community, particular­
ly Islamic nations and members of the 
Non-Aligned Movement (NAM),chaired 
by Uganda, to condemn the ongoing 
war against Iran, warning that it is a 
ticking time bomb for global peace and 
security. 9 

The call comes as Iran's leadership af­
-£inns its readiness to defend its home­
land with all resources, stressing that 
diplomacy should not be miStaken for 
wealmess. This followed remarks by Is­
rael's Ambassador to Kenya, Gideon Be­
har, who defended. his country's attack 
on Iran. He said Israel was left with no 
option after the Islamic nation.con­
tinued its nuclear ambitions and in­
creased stockpiles bfballistic miSsiles. 

Mr Saffar emphasised that Uganda's 
stance on the Iranwar is pivotal, given 
its role as chair ofNAM. 

Speaking to this publication yester­
day,he noted that the conflict not only ­
wounds Iran but also shakes the foun­
dations of globhl Peace. ' 

He underscored the importance of di­
alogue, cautioning that Iran's willing-

, 
Bychoo­
sing to 
bombthe · 
negotia­

tion table out 
of spite, the 
American re­
gime has shown 
that it has no 
respect for 
international 
dialogue or the 
peace process. 

- Mr Majid Saf­
far, Iran envoy 
to Uganda 

ness to talk should not be seen as weak­
ness. 

"Iran has always believed in solving 
problems through dialogue. However, 
diplomacy must not be mistaken for 
weakness,"Mr Saffar said in Kampala. 

The war has snowballed into a region­
al conflict, with ripple effects already 
felt far beyond the Middle East. Petro­
leum prices are skyrocketing, and inter­
national trade is being strangled. 

While US President Donald Trump 
stated that the strikes aim to change 
Iran's regime, Mr Saffar countered: "We 
reject the big lies and false claims made 
by the American regime officials to jus­
tify this violence, treating complex nu­
clear negotiation like a 'real estate­
transaction' is a dangerous mistake 

He adged that Iran's retaliation 
against Israel and the US is in line with 
Article 51 of the UN Charter: 

"Under Article 51 of the UN Charter, 
the Islamic RepuQlic of Iran has the in­
herent and legal right to defend itself. 
Our armed forces have reacted swiftly 
and decisively, and we have launched 
mi.ssile and drone strikes against mili­
tary targets in occupied territories and 
US bases in the region. We officially 
state that targeting these bases is an act 

oflegitimate self-defense against clear 
aggression,"the envoy stated. 

Mr Saffar described the attack as a be­
trayal of diplomacy, noting that it was 
launched during Ramadhan and on 
the eve ofNowruz,just as negotiations 
seemed closer than ever. 

"By choosing to bomb the negotiation 
table out of spite, the American regime 
has shown that it has no respect for in­
ternational dialogue or the peace pro­
cess,~ Mr Saffar said. He lamented the 
onslaught: "We mourn the martyrdom 
of His Eminence Grand Ayatollah Sayed 
Ali Khamenei, the Supreme Leader of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran, alongside 
senior politicru and military leaders." 

Mr Saffar alleged that more than 200 
children have been killed. 

"The aggression targeted dozens of 
Iranian cities and claimed the lives of 
hundreds of innocent citizens. Among 
the martyrs are approximately 200 chil­
dren, including young schoolgirls. The 
barbaric nature of these strikes is clear 
in the destruction of medical facilities, 
schools, and sports venues, among oth-

..ers; :hesaid: -
Uganda's State Minister for Foreign Af­

fairs, Henry Okello Oryem, reiterated 
the country's position in a phone inter-

view last evening. 
"Uganda's position is very clear that 

any conflict, any misunderstanding be­
tween countries can't be resolved by 
war fighting or use offorce.It should be 
resolved through dialogue,_taIking or 
taking diplomatic opportunities. 

"So what is happening in the Middle 
EasJ:is not different. We urge the parties 
to seriously consider ceasefire and hos­
tilities and engage in dialogue and take 
diplomatic and political opportunities 
to resolve the matter rather than them • 
continue to fight,~Mr Oryem said. 

He added that the government is 
working to repatriate Ugandans caught 
in the war zone, though challenges re­
main due to the lack of a clear database 

. of Ugandans abroad. .. .. 
-"When Ugandans are in such stress 
they need to be evacuated. Unfortu­
nately, even when government can as­
sist them, Ugandans don't want to reg. 
ister with high commissions and em­
bassies when they are abroad. TRey 
claim that they went there with their 
own money: Therefore, we never know 
the total number of Ugandans in those 
countries. Yet when problems like this 
arise, they start looking for govern­
ment,"Mr Oryemconcluded. 
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