
10 

Letters 
LETTERS 

Why we need 
mainstream media 
now more than ever 

Monitbr Publications Limited,a subsidiary of Nation Me­
dia Group-Uganda,published the final edition of the Sun­
day Monitorlastmonth. nie decision represents the lat­
est attempt by one ofUganda's leading mediahouses to 
adapt to changingtimesin order to remain relevant A few 
months earlier; the New Vision mid tak~ a similar step_ 
These developments have revived an ongoing debate: the 
growing challenge social media poses to mainstreamme­
dia 

The rise of social media has ushered in an era of citizen 
journalism, where theterm"content creator"has become 
part of everyday language. Stories once exclusively pro­
duced and disseminated by traditional media institutions 
are now readily available Online,CUIated and shared by vir­
tually anyone with Internet access. 

This transformation has democratised storyte1ling,creat­
ing a vast andinteri:onnected web ofinformati.on.However; 
while access to publishing tools has expanded,profession­
al training in information gatheriJ'!g has not necessarilyfol­
lowed.MaJlX,content creators lat:k thejournalistic ground- . 
ingrequired to collect and present information while care­
fully considering a~~context;and ethicalresponsibil­
ity. 

A trcUnedjournalist, when tipped off $out a sto~is ex­
pected to verifyfacts through multiple soun:es,interrogate 
the credibility ofinformation,aIfd weigh the public inter­
est before publication.SUch rigor is nqt always present inin­
folTIllil digital spaces, where speed and visibility often take 
precedence over verification and reflection 

In what many describe as the infonnation age, an over­
whelming volume of content circulates online daily.Along­
side credible reporting exists misinformation and disin­
formation-terms that have become increasinglyfumil­
~Much of this problematic content stems fromindividu­
als who'share information without applying the principles 
central to professionaljournalism: truthfulness,accura~ 
fuirness,and balance. 

Mainstream media, with its structured and oftencau­
tious approach to news gathering,remains uniquelyposi­
tioned to separate fact from fulsehoodIn a newsroom, a re­
porter pitching a story must answer fundamental ques­
tions: Who? What?When? Where? Why? and How? \hese 
questions, guided by establishedjournalistic ethics,deter­
mine whether a story meets publication standards. 

Jrnportantly,rnainstreammediainstitutions do not 
merelyrely on trained professionals; they continuously 
train and retrain theirjournalists to uphold these values. 
This culture of accountability and editorial scrutiny distin­
guishes professionaljournalismfrom the largelyunregu­
lated flow of online content, where anyone i::anrecord,pub­
lish,and distribute information without adhering to basic 
reporting standards. 

Now more than ever; amid an increasingly complexinfor­
mation landscape, society needs rnainstreammedia to help 
navigate the noise-to separate truth from distortion and 
provide citizens with reliable, verifiedinfonnation. 

EncKyamais&strategiccommunications 
anddigitaJ rnediaexpert 
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Cash handouts: Good for 'politics 
but not youth unelllploynlent 

In the recent past,President 
Museveni has more than ever 
stepped up to the plight of the 

. youth. He has somewhat been 
intentional in bridging the 
gap between his government 
and the youth_ Time will tell 
whethetifs duty of care or not 
that has pushed him to tackle 
youth issues head-on. He's used, 
among others,"cash handouts" 
to lift the youth wallowing in 
poverty. 

Ttuthfully,life is very chal­
lenging for the youth. This is not 
just a proclamation but a com­
plete anecdote,simply incon­
testable. Textbookjustifications 
claiming youths are not doing 
enough to change their situa­
tion are purely flimsy. This is be­
cause most of the youth have at 
least done their best to afford a 
decent life; however; the odds 
arejust not adding up. 

Robert Kabushenga once 
said,"Ugandans are simply 

. poor, the rest are semantics.~ 
I wish to carefully borrow his . 
words and remind the Presi-
dent that indeed the youth are , 
poor.In simpler terms -iffor 
oncev.e can fore go the wont­
edstatistics and be blatant -the 
youth can barely do life. They 
remain (un) comfortably at the 
brim of the poverty curve with 
limited survival options. 

That's why in a bid to over­
come poverty, most of the 
youth have sold their ancestral 
grounds to fly out of the coun­
try in search of greener pas­
tures - only to be subftrted to 
undignified working condi­
tions. While others who have 
completed univerSity or ter­
tiary education with promis­
es offinding and startingjobs, 
the streets haven't been benign 
to them 

Yet sustainable approaches to 
address youth unemployment 
are needed. This includes sup-

porting youths to recalibrate 
their purpose and become cata­
lysts of the country's socio-eco­
nomic andp6litical transfor­
mation.However, this oppor­
tunity faces a huge risk ifnot 
well-cultivateQ. 

Government efforts like the 
Youth Livelihood Programme 
(YLP) and Youth Venture Capi­
tal Ftmd (YVCF),have, unfortu­
nateIy,not yielded much. 

The National Development 
Plan IV reveals thatimplemen­
tation of such programmes in­
excusably faces hurdles,includ­
ing illiteraCy cycles,poor coor­
dination,financing issues,polit­
ical patronage, and corruption, 
which complicate the overall 
development efforts. 

Maybe out of frustration, the 
President might have switched 
gears and resorted to cash 
handouts as the panacea to 
youth unemploymentHowev­
eI; through optics,should one 
say these cash handouts by the 
President are ano-confidence 
vote in the government youth 
structures,orthey are basically 

politicai gimmicks? Whichever 
way,cash handouts are not sus­
tainable -something the Presi­
dent-needs w-boldly betold. 

Cash handouts are not the 
magic bullet to youth unem­
ployment, but structuredjob 
creation is. 

The existing nuances be­
tween the two dictates that -
handouts ~reed dependency 
whilst job creation promotes 
self-sustenance. We have occa­
sionally seen cash handouts to 
the youths sanctified as SAC­
co funds. 

No rocket science, form a Sac­
cO,access cash handouts from 
the President. From election 
campaigns to post election, cash 
handouts continue to find their 
way into the pockets of youths . 

But of concern, the Presi­
dent still receives complaints 
that these cash handouts never 
trickle down to the actual ben­
eficiaries. They are subject to 
abuse through personal aggran­
dizement 

1 am yet to establish anyem­
pirical evidence showing how 
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these cash handouts have sus­
tainably impacted the youth. 
Perllaps an investigation would 
help to sat;isfy all the doubting 
Thomases. 

Albeit not a single approach 
can address youth unemploy­
ment,at least cash handouts 
is not one of them. We would 
rather maximise the basics,in­
cluding ensuring access to af­
fordable and inclusive credit for 
youth startups,promotion of 
digital infrastructure,prioritiza­
tion of technical vocational ed; 
ucation and training, empower­
ment of youth innovation hubs, 
more investment in agricultur­
al, tourism, and industrial sec­
tors, among others. 

As the youth bear the brunt 
ofunemployment,several ap­
proaches can miraculously 
overcome the situation, except 
cash handouts. I fear for the mo­
ment when these cash hand­
outs are no more,how shall we 
face the chronic beneficiaries? ' 

Badru Walusansa is a 
Socio-Political Analyst 

What do you think about Uganda's progress in bone marrow transplant? 

Dr Ruth Acen&. 
Minister of Health 
When such a facility is available, 
post-transplant care within· 
becomes easier. Government 
is planning to have another at 
the Uganda Cancer Institute to 
handle the many conditions 
that require bone marrow 
transplant. 

Dr Monica Musenero,Science 
and Innovations minister 
Bone marrow transplant isn't a 
big task. The initiative is a gate 
opener for government to start 
gene therapy which will be a 
game changer for children born 
with sickle cell and those who 
need the service. 

francisco Arezzo, President 
Rotary Intemational 
The approach of government 
partnering with the 
community, corporate 
institutions,individu.$ and 
international partners to raise 
money for an important public 
facility like the bone marrow 
transplant unit is good. 
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Dr Clss), Kltyo Mutuuluza, 
ED JCRC 
Bone marrow transplant can 
cure several diseases. Over 32 
people have been trained in that 
area 
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