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Regional News 

Shs600m ward gives hope 
to fistula patients in Lango 
the facility increases 
the hospital's bed ca­
pacity for gynaecologi­
'cal services from about 
12-15 beds to 45. 

BY BILL OKETCH 

T
he ,- ·goy.e.r -);lment has 
conunissioned a Shs600 million 
gynaecology and fistula ward at 
Lira Regional Referral Hospital in 

a move aimed at improving maternal 
health services and restoring dignity 

_to women suffering from childbirth­
related complications. 

The facility, supported by Mbarara 
University of Science and Technology 
with funding from partners in 
San Diego, United States, increases 
the hospital's bed capacity for 
gynaecological services from about 12-
15 beds to 45. 

Speaking during the commissioning 
on Saturday, the Minister of Health, Dr 
Jane Ruth Aceng, said the project was 
completed within five months, from 
the 'gmundbreaking in November 
last year to completion in M.arch, 
demonstrating effective collaboration 
among institutions within the health 
sector. 

Problem solved 
Dr Aceng said the new ward will help 

• address the long-standing problem 
of congestion at the hospital, which 
serves an estimated population of 
between 2.5 million and 3 million 
people across the Lango Sub-region 
and neighbouring areas. 

"For a long time, we have had a ward 
with a bed capacity of i2 servingnea,rly 
tlitee million people. Often, patients 
would be found under beds, beside 
beds, in corricbrs, and many outside in 
tents due to lack of space,~she said. 

She added that although the new 45-
bed facility marks significant progress, 
the region still requires a much larger 
facility }'lith a capacity of about 200 
beds to adequately meet the demand 
for specialised care. Officials said the 

The Shs600 million gynaecology and fistula ward at Urtl Regional Referral Hospital. PHOTO/BILL OKETCH 

newward will mainly focus on treating 
gynaecological conditions,particularly 
obstetric fistula-a childbirth injury 
that causes uncontrollable leakage 
of urine or faeces and often l~ds to 
social $.gma and isolatWn for affected 
women. 

Dr Geoffrey Mukombi Mugisha, 
a principal medical officer at 
the Ministry of Health, said 
urogynaecological cqnditions are 
difficult for patients to live with and 
often cause significant psychological 
and social distress. 

He emphasised the need to prioritise 
prev~ntion by addressing teenage. 
pregnancies and encouraging 
expectant mothers to deliver in health 
facilities where complications can be 
managed early. . 

"1 encourage health teams to intensify 
efforts to fight teenage pregnancies 
and ensure mothers deliver in health 
facilities so that we prevent these 

complications,~DrMugishasaid : fistula and other gynaecological 
Dr Andrew Odur, the director of. : conditions that have historically 

Lira Regional Referral Hospital, said : .received less att.S!Iltion compared to 
the dedicated ward will significantly : obstetric care. . 
improve treatment for patients with : He said providing specialised space 
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: for such services will help restore 
~ dignity to wo'men who often face 
: stigma due to conditions such as 

. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . : incontinence. 

Obstetric fistula is a childbirth : Meanwhile, Associate Prof 
i~~rythat~curswhen • Musa Kayondo from Mbarara ' 
prolonged or obstructed labour : University Teaching Hospital said 
creates a hole between the • the project fornls part-of a broader 
birth canal and the bladder or : effort to decentralise special~sed 
rectum. • urogynaecologica?services across 
The condition causes . ~ Uganda 
ullcontrollableleakageofurine ' Prof Kayondo, who pioneered 
or faeces. Health experts say : the fjrst urogynecology and fistula 
most cases are preventable : surgery fellowship in East, Central 
ifexpectantmothersdeliver • and Southern Africa, said Uganda 
in heaJthfacilities where : continues to face a critical shortage of . 

. complications can be managed : specialists in the field 
earlY. 
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Landowners tasked on titles for Greater Kampala road project 
BY DANIEL S.MWESIGWA 

MUKONO. The Minister of Lands, 
Housing and Urban Development, Ms 
Judith Nabakooba, has directed zonal 
land offices in Mukono and Wakiso dis­
tricts to fast-track the separation ofland 
titles fop land donated for road con­
struction under the Greater Kampala 
Metropolitan Area (GKMA) project. 

The diiective follows complaints from 
Project Affected Persons (pAPs) who 
fear they could lose their land to grab­
bers if the process is not handled prop­
erly. 

While inspecting ongoing road con­
struction works in Mukono and Kira 
municipalities under the Sustainable 
Urbanisation and Housing Programme 
last week,Ms Nabakooba said landlords 
should reclaim their land titles after 
the separation process to avoid future 
disputes. 

"We need to . process these titles 
promptly to avoid future disputes, as 
families might later claim land that 
was usM for roads,~she said. 

The GKMA project, which is funded 
by the World Bank, will upgrade mere 
than 118 City roads. . . 

Ms Nabakooba also urged landlords in 
Mukono and Kira municipalities to sub­
mit their land tltles to expedite the sep­
aration process. 

"Landlords must play their part in 
ensuring these projects move forward 
smoothly,"she said. 

The minister also emphasised the im­
portance of proper urban planning, cit­
ing rapid population growth and the 
need for adequate infrastructure such 
as safe water systems, seWage manage­
ment and green spaces to prevent disas­
ters like the 2024 collapse of the Kiteezi 
landfill. In Mukono Municipality, roads 
under construction include the Nten-

jeru-Bule Landing Site Road (7.8km), 
Kame Valley Road (8.7km),and the Nas­
suuti-Nakabago-Ntawo road. 
II! Kira Municipality, works , are on­

going on the Kireka-*amuli-Naalya 
Road (2.3km);Kikonko-Namanve Road 
(1.2km), and Bweyogerere-Buto Road 
(6.6km). 

Ms Nabakooba said the upgraded 
roads will improve mobility, reduce 
travel time and ease traffic congeStion. 

Mukono Resident City Commission-
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The GKMA project, which 
aims to improve transport . 
infrastructure in the 
metropolitan area, is funded by 
the World Bank. The project will 
upgrade 118 city roads. " 
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ei-Rhoda Tiitwe Kagaga said her office 
has started collecting consent forms 
from affected landowners and urged 
them to come forward to facilitate the 
separation of titles as directed by the 
minister. 

She said most landowners have al­
ready given consent and the title pro­
cessing will be finalised once the re­
quireddocuments are submitted. 

"unresolved titles could lead to fu­
ture land disputes, which would ulti­
mately harm the nation:Ms Kagaga 
said,echoing the minister's concerns. 

Eng StephenKibuuka ofUB Consult­
mg Engineers,the project supervisors, 
said the construction timeline has 
been affected by encumbrances along 
the right of way. He also expressed 
concern about contractors relying on 
imported materials, noting that the 
ongoing US-Israel-Iran conflict could 
disruptsupply' chains. 
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Teso launches 
Shs52 billion 
cultural palace 
BY SUZAN NANJALA 

SOROTI. The cultural leader of the 
Iteso,Mr Paul Sande Emolot,has called 
on members of the corilmunity to sup­
port the construction of a Shs52 billion 
cultural palace, Ere lteso. 

. Mr Emolot, who serves as the Emori­
mor of the Iteso CUltural Union (lCU), 
made the appeal during the ground­
breaking ceremony in Soroti;urging lte­
so people in Uganda and the diaspora 
to contnbute towards the project. 
. "There is no Etesot who does not 
have a chicken in his home that they 
can sell and support this project,~ Mr 
Emolot said, emphasising that small in­
dividual contnbutions could collective­
ly help realise the dream of a perma-
nent cultural home. -

He noted that the lteso community 
has long lacked a central place to gath­
er, celebrate and promote their cultur­
al heritage-a gap the planned palace 
aims to fill. 

"The palace is along-awaited symbol 
of identity for the lteso people,~he said. 

DuriIig the event, Mr Emolot con­
gratulated President Museveni on his 
re-election and appealed to him to re­
tain Vice President Jessica Alupo, say­
ing she represents the interests of the 
Teso andAtekercommuniti~. 

, , ~!~:~~~tesot • 
who does not have a 
chicken in his home 

that they can sell and 
support this project,· Paul Sande 
Emolot, cultural leader of the 
Iteso. 

In a message delivered by Vice Pres­
ident Alupo, President MuseVeni com­
mended the Iteso cultural leadership 
for fostering unitY within the commu­
nity.He said the proposed palacewbuld 
serve as a vibrant"cultural centre to pre- . 
serve and promote lteso traditions, val­
ues and heritage: 

_ The President also noted that the fa­
cility could spur social and economic 
development in the region by attract: 
ing tourism and hosting community 
activities that generate revenue. 

Government pledge 
Ms Alupo,representingthe President 

at the ceremony, pledged government 
support and requested project account 
details to deposit Shs500 million as 
part of the governmenfs contnbution. • 

The prime minister of the ICU, Mr 
Andrew Ocole,said the palace will be a 
seven-storey structure symbolising the 
seven clans of the Iteso cultural struc­
ture. 

"We expect that it is their responsi­
bility to build their own home, so every .. .. 
clan is anticipated to construct its sec­
tion. contributions will be mobilised 
through the clan systems,"Ocole said 

The seven clans include Inomu,Irar­
ak,Ikatekok,lgoria,lkarebwok,Ikomolo 
and Iworopop. 

Mr Ocole said the lCU leadership re­
mains optimistic that with continued 
government and community support, 
the Ere lteso project will be sucress:fully 
completed and serve as a lasting sym. 
bol.ofunity for the Iteso people. 
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