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Regional News 

_School feeding programme boosts pupil enrollment in Kamuli 
Running since 2006, the ISU-UP Students now enjoy Nyoyo, a meal 

programme supports students at compl'ising maize and beans at lunch, 
KAMULI. Schools in Kamuli District Namasagali, St Joseph Naluwoli, and porridge made of dodo, soya, and 

~2£.a!iJlg in the Iowa State Univer- Namasagali College Staff School, Kaso- milk, a powerful, nutrient-rich comQi-
1Jganda Program (ISU-UP) school zi, and Nakanyonyi prima- nation in the morning. ' 

BY SAM CALESOPIO 

fe~initiative are reporting signifi- ry schools by corribihing , The school feeding programme 
cant improvements in pupil enrolment, daily meals with prac- links education and well-being, 
retention, and academic performance. tical lessons in nutri- with parents,children,and ISU-
.:, KamWi District Education Officer Jo- tion, gardening, and UP all playing a role. 
se]!h Waibi said the programme pro- other life skills. Parents provide maize an.d 
yidesmeaJSlo more than 5,000 learners 'Nearly 20 years firewood, children help in 

..:acrossfiVe"primary Schools and one sec- on, it remains a vital ' kitchens and gardens, and 
on~ school. hub of learning and when contributions fall short, 
. "'TIle programme is reducing absen- community support, ISU-UP steps in to ensure every 

teeism and supporting vulnerable pu- providingmodernkitch- , child is fed. 
piIS;1>articularly girls who previously ens and sanitation facili- MrGideonNadiope,ISU-l)PNation~ 

_ missed school due to hunger;'Mr Wru.bi ties for efficient and dignified meal alJCountry Director; explained that the 
4 saidattheweekeiid: '. preparation. ISU-UP School Feeding ProgiaInme. 

_3 " . ' 

goes beyond providing meals by inte­
grating agronomy, livestock, architec­
ture,;md skilling initiatives. 

Mr Nadiope said students learn to 
grow food, care for animals, and build 
infrastructure, nurturing both their 
bodies and minds while developing 
practical skills for the future . 
1bisprogrammeismorethanam~ 

it is an act oflove and a statement that 
every child, regardless of background, 
deserves to learn, grow, and dream with 
a full stomach, a story of communi-

, ty, commitment,;alld hope seived on a 
plate,"Mr Nadiope said. _ 

Mr Valentine Oboth, the head teacher 
ofNaluwoli Primary School, said: "Feed­
ing at Naluwoli was really tough. Stu-
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dents often missed school because of 
hunger, but now that is' changing," he 
said. 

Ms Edisa Kasowole, a cook at 
Namasagali Primary School, expressed 
gratitude, saying: "We thank ISU-UP for 
the wonderful work. These meals mean 
everything to our children." 

Learners Dalton Ochege (P5), Dan­
iel Sembera (P6), and Abdul Oti (P2) 
praised the programme,comparingit to 
the Biblical teaching where JesUs fed a 
multibide of 5,000 people, saying it lias 
saved them from hunger, as several of 
their peers only have one meal a day at 
home. 

The Iowa state University Uganda Pro­
gramme, managed by the College of Ag­
riculture and Life Sciences' Centre for 
Sustainable Rural Livelihoods, worl<s in 
Kamuli to improve food, nutrition, edu-
cation, and security. , 
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Ihe. Omara District 
agricultural.officer 
acknowledges the out­
break of coffee leaf rust 
and coffee berry dis­
ease but blames farm­
ers for failing to consult 
extension workers de­
ployed atsup-counties 
ac'ross-the district. 

BY DANIEL OJARA 

I
n the fertile pockets of Akidi 
Sub-county in the rural Omoro Dis- ' 
trict, Mr Casar Oyaro hoped to se­
cure a meaningful harvest for the 

second year since planting coffee five 
years ago. 

Unfortunately, in mid-Novfmber 
2025, three weeks after flowering, in­
sects, whose name he does not know, at­
tacked the three-acre plantation locat­
ed at Tegot Parish. The entire planta­
tion was destroyed. 

"I planted three acres ofRobusta cof­
f& six years ago, in 2024 the first har­
vest came tIp, and last year, I hoped to 
get a bumper harvest, but we lost. The 
plantation was invaded by some flies 
that caused the leaves to develop pow­
dery stuff and turn yellow before even­
tually the branches started to with­
er,"Mr Oy~ explained. 

He said his plants start flowering 
around November and December dur­
ing the dry season, a period said to at-' 
tract large numbers of insects. 

He added that he does not know the 
right type or quantity of pesticide to ap­
ply when spraying the plantation. 

"I don't understand the right quanti­
ty and the recommended pesticides. I 
should use it to combat sUch flies dur­
ing the flowering season of coffee. 
SOmetimes I don't want to use any pes­
ticides for fear that I may use the wrong 
pesticides that might cause the planta­
tion to dry uP,"Mr Oyaro stated. 

Fanners embrace coffee growing 
Between ~015 and 2018, supported 

by the then army-led Operation Wealth 
Creation (OWC), several farmers in 
Omoro took to coffee farming after it 
was identified as a key pillar in uplift­
ing rural livelihOods because it is a per­
ennial crop with a high market value. 

However,several coffee fanners in the 
district are grappling with prevention 
or control ofpests and diseases. 

Omoro farmers grapple 
with coffee diseases 

Mr Peter Ko­
makech inspects 
his coffee planta-. 
tion, which has 
been affected by 
pests. PHOTO/ 
DANIEL OJARA 
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1,471 
The number of 
coffee farmers 
in Omoro, Dis­
trict, according 
to official sta­
tistics. These 
farmers in 
2023 produced 
452 metric 
tonnesof 
coffee. 

Besides Akidi Sub-county, farmers 
in Bobi, Lakwana, and Opit sub-coun­
ties have reported similar infestations, 
expressing fearS that unless effective 
management and disease-resistant 
practices are adequately introduced 
ru.nongfanners, the surge in plant infec­
tions could spread further. 

Mr Peter Komakech, another cof­
fee grower from Parak Parish,Omoro, 
told the Daily Monitorthat most of his 
plants got damaged a year ago and that 

. he only remains with fewer than 400 
plants out of the 1,500 trees he planted 
in 2019. 

"In my first harvest in 2023, I got on­
ly half of a bag, which generated only 
Shs356,000. Second harvest last year, I 
got only one bag, and yet I was expect­
ing to harvest two or three bags; it gen­
erated Shs572,OOO only due to the im­
pacted harvest,"Mr Komakech said. 

Another farmer, Mr Ivan Otika from 
Bobi Sub-county, said: "At,the begin­
ning,I was happy and expecting to gen­
erate good returns in the near future, 
but maintaining coffee is difficult dur­
.ing dry periods. 

It was during the dry season of 2024 

when I started discovering some tiny 
insects on the roots of the plants that 
made the trees dry off; while some flies 
were on leaves, causing the branches to 
turn yellow and dry of[" 

According to authorities, coffee leaf 
rust (CLR) and coffee berry disease 
(CBD) have been identified as the fun­
gal-based diseases now drawing farm­
ers into widespread losses due to di­
minishing bean quality and uncertain­
ty. 

Officials speak out 
In an interview, Mr Ivan OWeka, the 

Omoro District agricultural officer, ac­
knowledged the outbreak but blamed 
farmers for failure to consult with ex­
tension workers deployed at sub-coun­
ties across the district. 

"The production department has staff 
at the sub-county level to support fann­
ers in any technical advice on both cof­
fee plantation and other crops, but 
[when] our farmers have problems; 
they don't contact such technical peo­
ple,"he said 

Mr Oweka added: "Coffee plantations 
were enrolled in Omoro District offi-.. 

RESPONS£ 

. ... manyfar­
mersshow 
their com­
mitmentto 
coffee,but 
they are not 
committed 
to link tech­
nical people 
for good ad­
vice on cof­
feemainte­
nance," Ivan 
Oweka, 
OmoroDls­
VIet ..... • 
cultural of· 
ficer_ 

cially 10 years ago; many fanners show 
their commitment to coffee, but they 
are not committed to link technical 
people for good advice on coffee main­
tenance." 

According to statistics, Omoro District 
has 1,471 coffee farmers, according to 
official statistics. These fanners in 2023 
produced 452 metric tonnes of coffee. 

The district has benefited from gov­
ernment initiatives, like Operation 
Wealth Creation, which distributed 
more than 500,000 coffee seedlings to 
farmers in the Acholi Sub-region, in­
duding Omoro District. . 

Some fanners in Omoro have expand­
ed their farms, with one farmer grow­
ing coffee on about 10 acres. 

Ongako Sub-county in Omoro is 
known for its coffee production. In 
2023, OmoroDistrict produced 452 met­
ric tonnes of coffee from 1,471 fanners. 

Bobi Sub-county, where farmers 
got 40,000 coffee seedlings and plant­
ed them on 40 acres, Lalogi Sub-coun­
ty, where Operation Wealth Creation 
(OWC) and the Ministry of Agriculture 
Animal Industry and Fisheries (MAAIF) 
handed over 20,000 RobustaRK coffee 
seedlings to fanners. 

Ms Brenda Acan, a coffee extension 
service provider overseeing Acholi 
and Lango Sub-regions, said the tech­
nical challenge facing coffee growing 
in northern Uganda is that fanners are 
not utilising the services provided by 
extension workers and the coffee devel­
opment authority. -

"There are recommended pesticides 
that combat pests and diseases on cof­
fee; the information can only be ob­
tained from coffee extension workers 
or the production department in the 
district. No need for any fanners to buy 
unrecognised pesticides from open in­
put shops, they must contact technical 
people before using any pesticides,just 
to avoid wasting money on fake input 
or causing damages on coffee,"she said. 

Ms Acan added: "But, many farmers 
are shifting to Integrated Pest Manage­
ment (IPM) approaches, using cultural 
practices, biological controls, and resist­
ant varieties due to a lack of technical 
knowledge, which is not yielding good 
productivity on coffee plantations." 

In the Acholl Sub-region, Gufu, Omo­
ro, and Amuru are emerging as key cof­
fee-producing districts. 

TIle sub-region is seeing increased in­
vestment in coffee farming, with gov­
ernment initiatives like Operation 
Wealth Creation and the Agriculture 
Cluster Development Project support- . 
ing farmers. Clonal Robusta varieties 
are.being promoted for their resilience 
and high yields. 
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