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TWO OF THE CO-ACCUSED SAID THEY WERE MINORS AND STUDENTS 

· Bu~a la~aker 
Muhammad Muwanga Kivumbi 
was yesterday sent back to prison, 
pe ' g the determination of the age 
ali some of his co-accused, who ·are 
said to be minors. 

During yesterdais hearing session • 
at Butambala Chief Magistrates' 
Court, two of Kivumbi's co-accused 
said they were minors and ·students, 
prompting Chief Magistrate 
Deogratious Ssejjemba tp adjourn the 
case to March 31. 

KIVUMBI CASE ADJOURNED 
OVER OVER AGE OF SUSPECTS 

Muhammad Muwanga 
Kivumbi was arrested on 
January 22, in connection 
with the violence that claimed 
over seven people at his home 
in Butambala district on the 

. night of January 16. 
~ According to the charges, 
Kivumbi and 24 others, 
between January 11 and 16, at 
various places including Kibibi 
and Gombe town council in 
Butambala, executed a violent 
attack on Kibibi Police Station 
and Butambala Electoral 
Commission tallying centre. 

Kivumbi and 24 others are facing 
charges of terrorism in connection 
with the election violence that 
happened 1n Butambala on January 
15 and 16. 

During the session, one of the 
accused persons told the magistrate 
that he was a minor. 

"Your worship, I kindly request 
court grant me bail so that I can go 
back to school and continue with 
my studies. I am supposed to sit for 
my Uganda Advanced Certificate of 
Education this year," he said. 
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Prosecution also accuses 
them of causing death of 
seven people and serious 
damage to sections of 
Butambala-Gomba road 
in addition to destroying 
vehicles. 

In response, Ssejjemba said: "There 
is a concern I would like to raise about 
some of the accused; it appears that 
some of them appear to be millors." 
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Nabbosa had asked court for an 
adjournment to allow them time to 
conclude the investigations. 

follow the proceedings. 
This prompted defence lawyer 

Medard Sseggona to tell the court 
that although two of his clients were 
17 years old, their age had been 
misrepresented on the charge sheet. 

The prosecution led by Salama 
Nabbosa, however, told the court that 
there was no evidence to show that 
the mentioned suspects were minors. 

Following the exchange, court 
paused the proceedings for a while 
before Ssejjemba directed the Uganda 
Prisons Service to determine the true 
age of the two suspects by March 31; 
when they return to court. 

SECURITY ROADBLOCKS DECRIED 
Samuel Muyizi, one of the defence 
lawyers, told court thar they faced 
difficul~s in accessing court after 
security operatives mounted a 
number of roadblocks on all roads 
and paths leading to court premises. 

to regulate the security forces, who 
he said mounted a siege on the 
court premises' entrance and the 
Butambala-Gomba road. 

"Our prayer is that court directs 
security forces to allow relatives of 
the accused people to come, see, 
observe and freely attend court 
proceedings without subjecting them 
to unnecessary security limitations," 
Sseggona said. 

However, the presiding magistrate 
asked the prosecution to update 
the defence team on when the 
investigations will be concluded. 

"In the next proceedings, the 
prosecution should be ready to tell 
us how far they have gone. It is not 
proper to hide under the provisions of 
the Constitution . regarding committal 
to delay the investigations," Ssejjemba 
said. 

"We have tried to put this concern to 
court and it's goo~ that your worship, 
you have also observed it," Sseggona 
said. 

He further told the court that two 
other accllsed persons were minors. 
Sseggona'said the minors are students 
who have missed school since they 
were arrested. 

Earlier, defence lawyers had raised 
concerns regarding the timeline . of 
the investigations and the restrictions 
placed on court users and relatives of 
the suspects who wanted to physically 

Muyizi said the security personnel 
on the three roadblocks subjected 
them to what he described as harsh 
terms, prompting him to ask court to 
pronounce itself on the matter. 

Sseggona also asked the magistrate 

Sseggona also asked court to exert 
pressure on the prosecution to state 
the date of conclusion of investigations 
in the matter. 

On the issue of roadblocks, the 
magistrate said the security personnel 
will only impose \sUCh restrictions in 
consultation with court. 

By Farooq Kasule' 

lfhe ~adership Code Trtbunal 
bas '0 dered the demotion 
bf'th Uganda Printing and 
Publishing Corporation 
(lJPPC) accountant to a lower 
rank in addition to withholdirig 
his salary over failure to 
declare wealth. 

The Inspector General of 
. Government (IGG) contended 
that Fahad Kuteesa was 
appointed as .an accountant 
at UPPC on i September I, 
2022, and was holding the 
same pOSition by March 2023 
when all leaders were required 
to declare their respective 
incomes, assets and .liabilities. 
However, Kuteesa did not file 
his declaration and never gave 
a reason. 

Kuteesa has also been fined 
sh1.2m for non-submission of 
his income from April 1 to June 
30, 2023. In a ruling delivered 

. yesteraay, the tribunal chaired 
by Dr Roselyn Karugonjo 
found that Kuteesa, without 
any justifiable reasons, failed 
to declare his wealth. 

Other members of the tribunal 

UPPC accountant faces demotion over failure to declare wealth 
include Jane Okelowange, 
Baktmzi Mufasha, Annete 
Karungi and Dr Anthony 
Conrad Kakooza 

"The respondent (Kuteesa) is 
hereby ordered to submit his 
declaration of income, assets 
and liabilities from April I, 
2023, to June 30 of the same 
year to the Inspectorate of 
Government (IG), and his 
salary should be withheld until 
he submits the declaration," 
Karugonjo ruled. 

Kuteesa was dragged to the 
tribunal by the IGG. However, 
the matter proceeded ex parte 
after Kuteesa failed to appear 
before the tribunal despite 
being~ummoned. He has also 
been ordered to pay costs to 
the IGG. 

Betty Ajambo, an 
investigating officer attached 
to the IG, told the tribunal 
that Kuteesa was repeatedly 
reminded during the 
declaration period to declare 
his wealth, but he never did. 

THE LAW 
Section 4( 11) of the 
Leadership Code Act provides 
that a leader who fails without 
reasonable cause to submit 
the declaration of income, 
assets and liabilities commits a 
breach of the code. 

The tribunal noted that 
accountants are listed as 
leaders under Schedule Two 
of the Leadership Code Act. 

Leaders are required to 
declare their income, assets 
and liabilities every 
two years and 
failure can 
lead to either 
reprimand, 
demotion or 
dismissal. 

Citing the 
2020 decision 
of .. Justice 

PAST 
In January 2006, 
Ken Lukyamuzi who 
represented Rubaga 
South Constituency in . 
Parliament was kicked 
out of Parliament due 
to his failure to declare 
personal assets, as 
required by law. 

Florence Nakachwa in the case 
of Geoffrey Wasswa vs Army 
for Africa Limited, the tribunal 

noted that the use of the word 
"shall" makes it mandatory 
for all leaders mentioned 
under the Leadership Code 
Act to declare their wealth 
without faU. 

"The -Inspectorate of 
Government online 

declaration system 
data analysis 

report of 2023 
indicates 

that the 

respondent (Kuteesa) 
registered on January 16, 
2023. The same report 
indicates no submission of a 
declaration, no logins beyond 
initial registration and no 
sys.tem-generated queries from 
the respondent," the tribunal 
noted. 

ESSE~CE OF DECLARATION 
Citing the Constitutional 
Court decision in the case of 
Hub for Investigative Media 
versus Attorney General, the 
tribunal emphasised that the 
purpose of requiring persons 
in leadership positions to 
declare their wealth and 
liabilities from time to time 
is to ensure that leaders act 
with honesty, impartiality and 
integrity in handling public 
affairs. 

Efforts to get a comment 
from Kuteesa proved futile as 
he skipped the session despite 
having been notified about it. 

Before delivering the 

decision, Karugonjo revealed 
that the tribunal has now 
fully resumed its operations 
as it is now fully constituted 
following the re-appointment 
of some of the members and 
the appointment of new ones. 
Kakooza and Karungi are the 
new members of the tribunal. 

DECLARATION DEADLINE 
The decision comes at a time 
when the IGG, Aisha Naluzze 
Batala, has since issued a stem 
warning to the public officers 
and political leaders to declare 
wealth by April 30 this year 
or face prosecution that may 
result in either demotion or 
dismissal. 

THE TRIBUNAL'S MANDATE 
Established under Article 235A -
of the Constitution and section 
19A of the Leadership Code 
Act, the tribunal's mandate is 
to hear and determine cases qf'l 
breach of the Leadership Code 
of Conduct. 


