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Busega-Mpigi roadworks 
resume after funding boost 
Like many other on­
going road works, the 
project had stalled .early 
last year due to many 

. challenges. 

BYSADATMBOGO 

C
onstruction on the long· stalled 
B~ega-Mpi~ Expressway has 
resumed fol).owing the govern­
ment's secuting of substantial 

additional funding. 
Late last year, the African Develop­

ment Bank approved an extra €217rnil­
lion (about Shs909 billion) to facilitate 

- completion of the 23.7-kilometre ex­
pressway, aimed at easing the persis­
tent traffic congestion along the busy 

• Kampala-Masaka highway. 
Like many other ongoing mad works, 

the project had stalled early last year 
due to funding challenges. But at In­
terchange ill, the Kyengera-Wakimese 
connection, activity has visibly re­
sumed. The contractors, China Civil En-
gineering Construction Corporation 

The roadworks at a swampy section ofthe Busega-Mpiei Expressway in Kyengera Town Council. The resumption of 
works on the road marks a tangible step forward after fears of interruptions. PHOTO! SADAT MBOGO-

(CCECC) and China Railway 19th Bu­
reau GJOUp Company Limited, are ac­
tively filling and compacting embank­
ments to reach the requi.re4 formation 

- level. . 
nal547.5 billion, due to an expand­
ed scope that includes five new inter­
changes a~ Busega, Nabbingo, Maya, 
Lungala, and Mpigi, additional bridg­
es, toll plazas, service lanes, and con­
nections to key routes like the Kampa­
la-Entebbe Expressway. 

2030, rather than the original Decem­
ber 2026 target 

Wakimese, motorists weary of chronic 
gridlock are optimistic. 

This phase is critical for stabilising 
the road base, particularly in swampy 
sections, and,.preparing for ramps and 
pavement The renewed activity marks 
a tangible step forward after years of in­
terruptions. 

Mr Allan Ssempebwa, a senior com­
munications officer at the Ministry of 
Wo$ and Transport,confirmejl the re­
sumption. 

"The contractor is fully mobilised and 
has resumed embankment fills and 
swamp treatments in lOW-lying are­
as. This solid foundation work at Inter­
change ill and similar points is crucial 
for the project's long-term durability," 
he told the Daily Monitoron Monday. 

He said the project cost has now ris­
en to ShS1.35 trillion from the origi-

"Once completed, this expressway 
will transform connectivity along 
the Kampala- Masaka corridor. We re­
main grateful for the AIDB's partner­
ship and the patience of communities 
affected by the works,"Mr Ssempebwa 
added. 

The expressway, whose construction 
began.in May 2020,had faced multiple 
challenges, including land acquisition 
disputes,the Covid-19 pandemic,fimd­
ing delays, and scope expansions. With 
these changes, the contractor. is now 
expected to hand over the project in 

As embankments rise at Kyengera-

BACKGROUND 

. The new road starts at 
Busega in Kampala and runs 
southwest to Mpigi Town, 
passing through 21 villages 
across two town councils­
Kyengera and Mpigi-and two 
sub-counties, Kiringete and 
Wakiso. 

It connects to the existing 
Kampala-Masaka-Mbarara 
highway at Lungala Village, a 
key route leading to Rwanda via 
Mirama Hills and Kagitumba. 

"We appreciate the work being done 
and appeal to the contractors and gov­
ernment to speed up the process. We're 
hopeful this expressway will greatly 
improve travel, and my wife's prop~­
ty business in the area is already bene­
fiting,"Mr Mansoor Nsubuga, a coaster 
driver along the route, said. 

According to the Ministry of Works, 
the highway sees an average of 20,908 
vehicles daily. 

In January 2024, a section of the Kam­
pala-Masaka highway was temporar­
ily closed for construction of the Mpi­
gi interchange, with motorists diverted 
through a 3.7km route via Mpigi Town­
ship to rejoin the main highway at Kal­
agala Village. 
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Cocoa cash fuels edueationcrisis in Bundibugyo 
BY LONGINO MUHINDO 

BUNDIBUGYO. Parents and local 
leaders in Bundibugyo District have 
raised the alarm over the increasing 
number of school dropouts, particu­
larly among girls, as half of those who 
transition from primary to secondary 
school fail to complete their O-Level ed­
ucation. 

New findings presented at a stake­
holders'meeting last week show that at 
least 55 percent of girls who pass Prima­
ry Seven and enrol in Senior One never 

_.> - reach Senior Four. 
Leaders said because Bundibugyo is a 

cocoa-growing district, girls are particu­
larly vulnerable. Adolescents who earn 
money during the harvest often pur­
sue relationships with girls,sometimes 
leading to pregnancies.Parents,in some 
cases, accept money and choose not to 
report such incidents. 

-MsElizabeth~-ah~rights 

officer at Rwenzori Forum for Peace 
and Justice (RFPJ), shared the findings 
during the meeting held at the district 
headquarters. The gathering brought 
together parents, teachers, and local 
leaders. " 

"We are seeing a crisis that could erase 
years of progress in education and 
equality for women. Our girls are go­
ing through many challenges. These 
include peer pressure, poor parenting, 
easy money from cocoa farming, and 
deeply rooted cultural and religious be­
liefs,"Ms Atuhaire said. 

Ms Atuhaire said many girls become 
pregnant shortly after joining second­
ary school, trapping them in a cycle 
that cuts short their academic journeys. 
. "We are very worried about the num­

ber of girls who, out of fear, attempt to 
end the pregnancies through abortion. 
This dangerous and illegal act is putting 
their lives at serious risk. Many suffer 

, ~ere health complications, and sa~ 

some lose their lives,"she said. 
The District Education Officer, Mr 

John Byamukama, said for years, enrol­
ment and retention rates for girls have 
remained low. 

"Many girls have dropped out due to 
early marriages and pregnancies, often 
worsened by parental negligence. We 
are engaging key stakeholders to ensure 
concerted efforts to stem these chal­
lenges,"he said. . 

Bundibugyo is Uganda's leading co-

BACKGROUND 

Bundibugyo is Uganda's largest 
cocoa-producing district. 
Around 70 percent ofUgattda's 
total cocoa production 
comes from Bundibugyo and 
neighbouring districts such as 
Ntoroko District. 

coa producer. While cocoa farming 
has boosted household incomes,lead­
ers say the influx of cash is contribut­
ing to risky behaviour among adoles­
cents. 

Ms Jane Apipawe, a cocoa farmer 
from Harugale Sub-county, said the 
community has long struggled with 
the unintended consequences of sud­
den wealth. 

"We need mindset change lessons 
for farmers.Otherwise, we cannot talk 
about fighting poverty with this kind 
ofthinking,"she said. 

The district vice chairperson,Mr Jo­
el Bwambale, placed responsibility 
squarely on parents and guardians, 
who he accused of failing to provide 
career guidance. focusing instead on 
giving children money at an early age. 

Mr Bwambale added that teenage 
pregnancies often involve boys who 
are financially empowered but lack 
guidance. 
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stagnant water 
threatens 
Mabira forest 
ecosystem 
BY DENIS EDEMA 

BUIKWE. Prolonged water stagna­
tion in Mabira Forest has raised con­
cern among environmental author­
ities, with flooding threatening the 
root systems of indigenous trees and 
disrupting the delicate balance of flo­
ra and fauna that depend on the forest 
ecosystem. 

Officials say the problem is largely 
caused by blocked culverts along the 
Kampala-Jinja highway, which have 
prevented natural drainage. As a re­
sult, water has accumulated in parts of 
the forest, directly affecting vegetation, 
trees, and wildlife habitats. 

Two areas have been particularly af­
fected. The first is near the site where a 
Kenyan pilgrim was buried, before Ma­
bira Police Station, tbwards Kampala. 
The second is at Kinoni, past the police 
station, where stagnant water has be­
gun harming some tree species. 

Mr Abudala Ssenyonga, a boda bo­
da rider fi:9m Kitigoma in Njeru Munic­
ipality, said the problem began during 
road maintenance works carried out by 
the Ministry ofWorks and Transport 

Justification. 
Water stagnation 
in Mabira Forest is 

creating an ecological 
imbalance and threate­

ning the root systems of natural 
trees. We earlier he ld an urgent 
engagement with the Ministry 
of Works, and they have com­
mitted to unblocking the choked 
culverts; AldOl) Walukamba, PRO 
for forestry at Ministry of Water 

"When they were doing mainte­
nance on the road, graders pushed 
heavy soil and pieces of tarmac into the 
waterways leading to the culverts,com­
pletely blocking the drainage system," 
he said. 

"Now, during heavy rains; water flow­
ing from the surrounding hills floods 
the affected sections because it can no 
longer pass through the drainage chan­
nels." 

The road repairs that caused the cul­
verts to become blocked beg~ with 
emergency and maintenance works 
from late November 2024 into early De­
cember 2024, continuing with further 
repair phases in May and June ~25. 

Mr Aloysius Kitovu, a boda boda rid­
er at Kinoni stage. said motorists often 
stop along the roadside to observe the 
stagnant water and ask how long the 
problem has persisted. 

Mr Allan Ssempebwa, a senior com­
munications officer at the Works minis­
try, acknowledged the problem, noting 
that a team had been assigned to assess 
the situation and unblock the culverts. 

"The ministry is committed, and a 
team will go on the ground to address 
the problem and restore proper drain­
age in the area,"Mr Ssempebwa said. 

Mr Aldon Walukamba, the commu- · 
nications and public relations manag­
er for forestry at the Ministry of Water 
and Environment, said pl~ are un­
derway to safeguard Mabira Forest's bi­
odiversity and ecosystem. 
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