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• EDITORIAL 

Act against 
malaria, kidney 
failure among 
children 
'It is troubling to learn that Ugandan children, 

especially those aged betWeen two and 10, are 
increasinglx. .d~Vyloping kidney failure because 
of severe malatia, and requiring admission to 

MUlago Hospital's dialysis unit. 
Uganda has one of the highest global burden 

» 
of'malaria cases, with over 90% of the 

population at risk. Malaria, which is a 
preventable and treatable disease, 
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PREVENTABLE 
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remains one of the leading causes 
of child deaths in Uganda. 

The disease causes immense 
detrimental health effects and 
is responsible for 30-50% 
of outpatient visits and 15-
·20% of hospital admissions. 

When left untreated,-it 
can lead to devastating 
complications, including 
acute kidney failure. 

This is a condition that, 
while reversible with early 

intervention, still places a 
lot of strain on an already­

overburdened healthcare system. 
The rising number of paediatric 

cases should cause all stakeholders to act 
immediately. 

Medical profesSionals have identified malaria as 
the primary cause of this state of affairs, though other 
factors like nephritis and pregnancy-related conditions 
also contribute to kidney failur~jn vulnerable . 
populations. 

The majority of Ugandan familieS will face a critical 
uphill challenge once faced with a child suffering from 
the medical condition because of the limited dialysis 
facilities, high costs (shI50,000 per session at Mulago) 
and inadequate access to care. 

To combat this crisis, stakeholders must prioritise 
eradicating malaria through innovative, cost -effective 
measures. 

The best cost-benefit strategy is scaling up preventive 
strategies like insecticide-treated bed nets, indoor 
residual spraying and community education campaigns 
will save lives. 

The Governrrient.has cOJ1.Sistently rolled out some 
of these interventions, but it looks like we need more 
sensitisation and more initiatives. 
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u.s, ISRAEL AND GULF BOOMERANG 
H

aving actively encouraged Jsrael 
on its genocidal war in the 
Gaza Strip against hapless and 
desperate Palestinians over the 

last three years, Donald Trump, a 
man on wounded ego trips, last week 
launched blistering military attacks 
on long-standing false enemy. But 
innocent Iran is hopping for a quick 
capitulation, collapse and victory 
repeat of the fiasco in Iraq quarter a 
century ago. 

For a while now, irfespective of the 
party or president in control, the US 
has behaved in the international space 
as a rogue state on the loose that has 
thrown to the wild any pretences of 
a country that respects boundaries, 
established traditions or common 
sense of a law-abiding country. It no 
longer ppholds even its own much­
proclaimed values or standards when 
its bloated ego itches. 

But Trump, as an always shaky and 
unreliable president - although his 
stated objectiv~ in Iran was regime 
change - might have now changed 
his mind on the objective, duration 
and strategy, having found out that 
the old 'shock and owe' of heavy 
military hardware has so far denied 
him the trophy, although he has 
already declared his own victory. The 
Iran attack comes on the heels of the 
arrest of the Venezuelan president, 
Nicolas Maduro, and his wife from 
their bed, and they now squat in a 
New York prison on dubious criminal 
charges of seeking to attack the 
US and sending drugs there. With . 
Venezuela and Iran under his armpit, 
the ever-boastful Trump believes he 

would have won the oily crown that no 
other US president has ever delivered 
to the Amencans. He has threatened to 
seize tiny Cuba and huge Greenland 
through force, if necessary, as his other 
trophies before he ends his journey in 
2027. 

Wherever the US has attacked and 
obtained state control, it has extra­
judicially elirninated presidents or top 
leaders, demanded the unconditional 
surrender of state apparatuses, seized I 

control of resources and used the 
resources of those countries outside 
any known legal framework, often 
leaving behind only tears, blood, 
anguish, smoldering fire and ash. 

A
lthough belated, hopefully, unlike 
in the Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria 
and Libya wars of similar dubious 
intentions. and motivations, so 

far, the spineless European leaders 
in Italy, Germany, France, Poland 
and even the quibbling poodles in 
the UK, have been publicly skeptical, 
even downright opposed to Trump's 
dangerous gambit. So far, and for 

good measure, none has given the US 
landing, refuelling or logistical support, 
let alone sent troops into Iran for the 
carnage. 

Having suffered the humiliation of 
beating a hasty and bloody retreat at 
the hands of the sandal-wearing and 
sling-gun Taliban in Afghanistan after 
20 years of the war of occupation, 
the US, as a global rogue state, has 
been mulling how to avenge its 
declining status, respect, appeal and 
fearsomeness. At a personal level, the 
US media says, Trump launcbed the 
Iran attack to distract domestic opinion 
from the cobweb of the convicted and 
long-dead child sex offender, Jeffrey 
Epstein. Trump also faces negative 
domestic polls over the war, with 
53% of Americans opposed to the US 
military action against Iran. Fears over 
global economic disruption from the 
US-Israel operation against Iran have 
worsened the matters. 

The world, including the UN and its 
western benefactor pretenders, have 
looked on in silence as Israel obliterates 
children, women, the elderly, the sick 
in hospitals and almost everything that 
stands on its way to dominate global 
affairs without challenge. 

The so-called 'civilised world' of 
America, Canada, Australia, and 
Europe, who have arrogated to 
themselves the title, 'international 
community' and guardians of universal 
human rights, democracy and rule 
of law, have been left naked, and as 
such, ought to be repudiated by the 
rest of the world. Unfortunately, at the 
present, most are only on basic survival 
mode. 
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