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The Bill, sponsored by 
Kampala Central MP 
Muhamad Nsereko, was 
passed amid applause, 
chest-thumping, and 
the silencing of dissent­
ingvoices. 

BY NELIZABETH KAMURUNGI 

T
he November 8, 2022,Parliament 

, sitting opened amid intense 
deb~~~ ove~ the Nyeg~ Nyege 
"FestiVcil; which the LegISlature 

sought to block on the grounds that it 
contravened Uganda's moral values. 

For much -of the session, Parliament 
appeared to assume a policing role, 
as the presiding officer suspended 
matters of national importance to 
focUS" on legislation curbing online 
freedoms through the Computer 
Misuse (Amendment) Bill, 2022, a 
law that human rights activists later 
argued would curtail fundamental 
rights of expression and public 
criticism. , 

The Bill, sponsored by Kampala 
Central MP Muhamad Nsereko, was 

, passed amid applause,chest-thumping, 
, and the silencing of dissenting vo~ces. 
.speaker Anita Among, who presided 
oVei.Bie sitting, and other proponents 
didnotshy aV{J¥from the controversial 
nature of th~ legislation, which they 
said was necessary to regulate online 
conduct and protect citizens from 
misuse of communication platforms. 

Tabled for first reading on July 19, the 
amendment contained seven clauses 
designed to strengthen the Principal 
Law passed in 2011. It sought to: 
enhance provisions on unauthorized 
access to information or data; prohibit 

'unlawful sharing of i'nformation 
relating to children; criminalize hate 
speech, the sending or sharing of 
malicious information; and restrict 
persoris convicted under 'the law from 
holding public office for 10 years. 
Mr Moses Magogo, MP for Budiope 

East and chair of the Committee on 
ICT and National Guidance, led the 
majority in supporting the Bill. The 
committee also introduced provisions 
criminalising the misuse of social 
media, under which several Ugandans 
have faced charges. 

Qnthe day ofdebate,Mr Dan Kimosho 
(KazQ), stood in for Mr Nsereko, 
presenting the 'Bill to the House. 
Speaker Among urged members 
to support it, noting: "Honourable 

- ' 

Inside the rise and fall 
()f COIllputer Misuse Act 
members, when you do not support the 
Computer Misuse Bill, yet you are the 
same people running here ~d there 
saying'They're abusing me.'" 

Only a handful oflegislators opposed 
the BilL These included Shadow 
Attorney General Wilfred Niwagaba 
and Chief Opposition Whip John 
Baptist Nambeshe. Mr Atkins Katusabe 
also criticised the law, citing serious 
deficiencies in its fundamental 
parameters. 

Ms Goretth Namugga (Mawogola 
County South) was the only legislator 
to author and sign a minority report 
opposing the BillHer efforts to present 
the report were met with heckling and 
booing, and Speaker Among at one 
point stopped her presentation amid 
accusations of disrespect. 

Mi~report 
In her nllnority report, Ms Namugga 

argued that the Bill duplicated existing 
laws, violated the 1995 Constitution, 
and conflicted with previous court 
rulings. She also criticised the punitive 
nature of most penalties. 

"The entire Bill should not stand 
as part of our laws. The clauses 
are already catered for in existing 
legislation, and some offend the 
Constitution. The fundamental rights 
to access information electronically, 
and to express oneself over computer 
networks, are at risk,Dshe said. 

Attorney General Kiryowa Kiwanuka 
countered her claims, arguing,that the 
Bill offered clarification rather than 
duplication. 

"What we see in this Bill is more of a 
clarification Qn what: WCl$ alrea<lyin 
the law, 'making 11' clearer. So, it is nof 
dupliCation per se,Dtie said. : 
, The Hous~proceeded to pass 
the Bill with amendments, 
including increasing 
penalties for offences 
from 250 currency points 
to 750, or imprisonment 
of up to 10 years, or 
both. Authorization to 
access information was 
clarified as consent from 
the individual concerned or 'as 
allowed by law. 

Mr Magogo further introduced 

Kampala Central MP Muhamad Nsereko who sponsored the Bill. PHOTO/ 
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• Criminalise unauthorised 
access to data (Section 11) 

• Ban sharing infonnation 
about children without consent 
(Section 23) 

• Penalise content that ridicules, , 
demeans, or degrades others 
(Section 26) 

• Prohibit sending malicious 
.infonnation (Section 28) 

• Restrict social media misuse, 
including false or disguised 
identities (Section 29) 

• Increase penalties: flnes up 
to 750 cUlTElncy points or 
i~ri!onment up to 10 years for 
serIOus offences 

authorities to pursue offenders abroad, 
with the Attorney General agreeing it 
did not contravene Ugandan law. 

Jubilation followed the passage of 
the law, with Speaker Among thanking 
legislators: 

"Those who think they should play 
arol.Uld with people's names must 
answer for it. We are here to legislate, 
and the laws will catch them,Dshe said. 

However, the excitement has been 
short-lived. The Constitutional Cou,rt ' 

, has annulled the law on a technicality, 
striking down key provisions, 

, including: Section 11 on unauthorised 
provisions regulating social media : Aogon (Kumi Municipality), proposed data access; Section 23 on sharing 

misuse, making it an offence to _; higherfinesasdeterrents,withSpeaker ,: information about children without 
publishorshareprolnbited Amobgsupportingthem~. ' consent; Section 26 on information 

i nformation u nd'er deemed to ridicule or demean others; 
a disguised_ or false OeIetedclause Section 28 qn sending malicious 
identity. Conviction Parliament, however, deleted the 'information; and Section 29 on social 
could result in fines 'up clause barring convicted leaders from mediamisase. 
to 500 currency points, holding public office, arguing it was The annulment has also raised 
imprisonment of up to excessive and discriminatory. The Bill questions about the conduct of the 11th 

five years, or both. alsoexpandedjurisdictionbyrepealing Parliament in handling contentious 
Critics, including Section 30(3),alloWing prosecution of legislation and the robustness of 

Ms Namugga, protested offenses committed outside Uganda. procedural adherence in enacting laws. 
the punitive nature of these Dr Chris Baryomunsi, the minister-for 

measures. Others, including Mr Silas ICf, explained that technology enables ekamurungi@ke.nationmedia.com 
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KAMPALA"P~ssengers in Uganda, 
pru:ticw.arly in Kampala, could soon 
enjoy safer and cleaner public transport 
after the government announced a 
sWeeping crackdown targeting old and 
poorly maintained taxis blamed for 
endangering commuters. 

Under a 20-day directive issued 
yesterday by Works State Minister Fred 
Byaroukama, authorities will begin 
removing unroadworthy taxis from the 
streets starting AprilS. The move aims 
to protect passengers and reduce 'the 
rising number of road accidents linked 
to unsafe vehicles. 

Mr Byamukama said it is time for all 
taxi drivers to ensure their vehicles 
meet safety standards, emphasising 
the directive is intended to reduce 

'-acodents. --- - - - -

Govt bans vehicles in dangerous mechanical coiulition .. 
"From April 8, we do :not expect any 

old taxis on the roads. We gave owners 
enough time to bring their cars for 
inspection, yet the majority have 
not passed the test,D Mr Byamukama 
declared. 

He noted that many vehicles in poor 
condition have repeatedly failed to 
report for inspection despite warnings. 

"There are taxis we don't really need 
on the roads. You find vehicles full of 
ropes in front, back, and inside. Others 
use super glue to support the seats," he ' 
said. 
, "Some are dusty, dirty, and emit bad 
smells. We want to'protect passengers 
fromthis mess!he added. ' ""'" ..... -
~mi:illster ufgecra:II taXI drivers 

across l.lganda to take their vehicles i be apprehended. The operation ,will 
for m,spectlon at designated centres to :' be carried out in cooperation with the 
avoid violating traffic regulations. : traffic police.Huildreds of unfit taxis are · 

"All taxis that defy the directive will : expected to be removed from Kampala 
, ' streets, leaving only roadworthy 

vehicles for commuters,"he said. 
Taxi leaders welcomed the move but. BACKGROUND 

criticised the plan for not engaging key 
The urgency of the crackdown stakeholders. 
is underscored by road safety Mr Rhasid Ssekindi, the chairperson of 
data. According to the Police the Uganda Taxi Operators Federation, 
Annual Crime Report 2024, , supported the safety initiative but 
5,144 Ugandans died in traffic : challenged the minister for not 
accidents last year, averaging : consulting drivers. 
14 deaths daily, up from 4,806 _ : "I am learning about this from the 
in 2023, which translated to 13 : media. OUr drivers arenot sensitised 
deaths per da.¥' L..' _____ ~: -!:a:.::b~o~u",-t -!:tlle directi~: DriVerS" must 

: und~rstand the dangers and be ___ _ _ ..c: 

prepared for the way forward,~ Mr 
Ssekindi said. 

Mr Moses Balagadde, the secretary 
of defence at Busabala-Kategula stage, 
Makindye Division,echoed the conc~ 

"There is nothing a minister will lose 
by organising seminars for taxi drivers. 
When the president appoints a min­
ister, they must reach where the presi­
dent cannot. We must be involved as key 
stakeholders,"he said. 

The directive signals the govenunent's 
commitment to improving public trans­
port safety, ensuring only roadworthy 
taxis operate on Uganda's roads. 
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