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Memlrers of Parliament (MPs) and 
Office o( the Directorate of Public 
Prosecutigns (ODPP) have pushed 
back against a proposal seeking 
to , vest powers to create judiciary 
administrative centres in the Chief 
Justice (Cn. 

This is opposed to the current 
arrangement, where the Minister 
of Justice and Constitutional 
Affairs, currently Norbert Mao, 
may, by statutory instrument, after 
consultations with the CJ, divide 
Uganda into magisterial areas. 

1)tis unfolded on Tuesday during 
interactions on Magistrates Courts 
(Amendment) Bill, 2026, spearheaded 
by the Legal and ParJiam6ntary Affairs 
committee, chaired by Stephen Bakka 
Mugabi (Bukhooli North, NRM). 

Clause 2 of the Bill, moved by Mao, 
provides that the Chief Justice may, 
by statutory instrument, designate 
magisterial areas and magistrates' 
courts for this purpose. 

Clause 4(1) goes ahead to state 
that "there shall be appointed such a 
number of magistrates, at such rank, as 
the CJ shall determine in accordance 
with the judiciary service approved 
structure and establishment." 

ODPP SPEAKS OUT 
However, while submitting on 
Tuesday, Chief State Attorney 
Jonathan Muwaganya said it would 
be unfair to sideline the minister, 
given his iinportance in the broader 
scheme of things. 

"Creation of new magisterial' areas 
may have a spillover effect on other 
institutions, like ODPP, police, prisons 
~tc, which may require consultative 
processes co-ordinated by the minister 
as opposed to unilateral decision by 
the CJ," Muwaganya pointed out. 

He added that the creation of new 
magisterial areas has a cost implication 
that may require cabinet approval, 
hence the role of the minister. J' 

Also, he pointed out that the role of 
the minister is necessary for purposes 
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MPS, DPP OPPOSE PROPOSAL TO 
DESIGNATE MAGISTERIAL AREAS 

of checks and balances between the 
executive and the institution which 
may be trampled on, if the provision 
is passed as is. "Remember when you 
create a magisterial area, it is going to 
require tapping into the consolidated 
fund to make it effective. 

The Chief Justice does not sit in 
cabinet, so if you allow him these 
unilateral powers, who is going to 
speak for him in cabinet?" Muwaganya 
wondered. 

MPS REACT 
Rising on this point, Erute South 
MP Jonathan Odur said it would 
complicate public accountability 

efforts. "In the eyes of the public, it . public to ask for accountability from 
is easier for both par.ltament and the the minister rather than from the 

ABOUT THE BILL 
• The Magistrates Courts (Amendment) Bill 
2026 seeks to amend the principal law to 
increase financial limits within which Chief 
Magistrate courts and Grade I Magistrates 
can adjudicate cases. According to clause 10 
of the Bill. government proposes to increase 
the civil jurisdiction of chief magistrates 
from sh50m to sh 100m and magistrates' 
jurisdiclionjrom sh20m to sh50m. The 
Minister of Justice and Constitutional 
Affai rs. currently Norbert Mao argued that 

magistrates are at the frontline of justice 
and should be given authority to impose 
fines that match the economic realities. 
This he said will ensure that justice is 
not only done but also seen to be done. 
Arguing that in Kenya. the Chief Resident 
Magistrates court which is equivalent to a 
Chief Magistrates Court In Uganda. handles 
civil disputes valued at sh481563m. "What 
we are proposing is actually a quarter of 
that," he said. 

CJ. If for example, we wanted the CJ 
here in this committee of Parliament, 
I think we would have gone through 
corridors to interface with the CJ. 
But the Minister is probably more 
accountable," Odur contended. 
"What is the mischief in for example, 
the CJ doing his technical things and 
giving to you the minister to issue the 
instrument?" he wondered. 

MINISTRY RESPONDS 
However, responding earlier before 
the above-mentioned session, Mao 
was tongue tied. 

When it came to how the committee 
can proceed with what some members 
said was a blatant disregard for 
Article 129 of the Constitution which 
establishes the Supreme Court, 
Court of Appeal and High Court 
and empowers parliament to create 
subordinate courts. 

"When we want to increase the 
number of high court judg~s, we 
normally corne and it is done by 
parliament's resolution," Mao stated. 

"So, now, if the CJ is putting this idea, 
then you might say the committee has 
rejected the proposal of delegating 
your power to an individual," he 
suggested. 

Chipping in, committee vice­
chairperson John Teira wondered 
why they have to discuss this when it 
obviously offends the law. "We might 
not even talk about it all, because it is 
unconstitutional," Teira argued. 

However, Mugabi said that they 
would address the matter. to attorney 
general, Kiryowa Kiwanuka. 
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A student' of B'usoga College 
Mwiri has ,appealed to the 
Govennnent to consider 

Schoo'is urged on government programmes STUDENTS URGED, 
TO BE PATRIOTIC 

. appbinqng a presidential 
advisor . specifically for 
secondary schools. The appeal 
was made during an official 
visit by the commissioner 
for the national secretariat 
for patriotism at state house, 
Hellen Seku. 

Musa Watolya made the 
request as Seku conducted 
an evaluation and monitoring 
exercise across schools and 
institutions in the Busoga sub­
region. 

He asked the commissioner 
to relay his appeal to 
President Y oweri Museveni, 
emphasising the need 
for increased attention to 
seconc;lary education. 

In her address to students 
and staff',' Seku underscored 
the importance 'of awareness 
about government support in 
schools, urging administrators 

to ensure that learners 
understand the role of the state 
in funding education. 

"The headteacher and 
team should highlight what 
the government provides. If 
students are not informed,. 
they may misunderstand the 
support they receive," she said. 

Seku also commended the 
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Protecting the enviionment 
helps us avoid excessive heat," 
she advised. 

A significant poI)ion of her 
message focused on moral 
values, particularly faith and 
discipline. 

She emphasised that 
reverence for God is 
foundational to wisdom and 
success, urging students to 
avoid immoral behaviour and 
uphold integrity in their daily 
lives. '. 

"We must love God because 
the fear of God is the beginning 
of wisdom. A person who fears 

school for its environmental the compound. God will avoid wrongdoing," 
"conservation efforts, noting She encouraged students she said, reinforcing the role 
innovative initiatives such as to maintain cleanliness and of religious values in shaping 
the use of recycled bottles to sustainability, warning against responsible citizens. 
create baskets and perimeter . littering and wastefulness. The COmmISSIOner also 
structures, as well as the "Eat what you can finish and cautioned,. students against 
planting of fruit trees across Oh gispos~ c.. 9L.·~3st~ .EC?peIlyo~ distracEim~.L..!:!!"~ng the!ll .to _ 

Hellen Seku, the ' 
cemmissiener fer the 
national secretariat 
fer patrietism at state 
Heuse highlighted 
patrietism and hard 
work as central pillars ef 
natienal develepment, 
reminding students ef 
their censtitutional dutie's 
under Article 17; to. remain 
leyal, pretect the ceuntry 
and centribute to. secietal 
pregress. "There is enly 
one Uganda - the Pearl 
of Africa. We must be 
patrietic and werk hard 
to. bUild eur natien," Seku 
stated, 

pnonnse their studies and 
avoid behaviour that could 
derail their academic and 
p~rsonal devel~pment. 

-.... -.... - .. -......... ---~ ..... ------ --- .. -..... -... --- ....... - ..... --- .. -- ..... .... --- _ .. _ .... _ .... --- .. -. -.. .. - ..... - ... - .. ~-- .. --- ....... .. -.. -........ -.. - .. ... -...... -- -- .. -- ...... -_ ... _-- .. ... _- .... .. - --------------------
--------------~----------------------------------------------------------~---------------- ------


