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Jus ice mi ister Nor ert Mao on voting criteria for Speake'r: "Members of Parliament should vote 
electronically so that their po~itjons are clear. !his will stop t he tendency of denying responsibility." 

Address the issue of 
child-headed homes 

U
ganda is confronting a quiet but devastating crisis,one 
that is unfolding not in headlines, but in homes where 
childhood itselfhas been replaced by responsibility: A 
new report by the Uganda Bureau of Statistics reveals that 

more than 12 percent of households are now headed by chil­
dren and you¢ agt:~ 15 to 24. This statistic is not merely a 
number; it is a stark indictment of systemic social and eco- ' 
nomic failure. 

At the heart of this trend lies a dramatic rise in the number 
of orphans, which has more than doubled over the past two 
decades. Behind this surge are familiar drivers such as pover­
ty, disease, and fragile family structures. Their cumulative ef­
,feet is producing an alarming generational shift. Children who 
should be in school are instead thrust into the role of bread­
winners, caregivers, and decision-makers long before they are 
prepared. 

The implications are profound. Child-headed households 
often struggle with food insecuri­
ty, limited access to education, and ex­
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posure to exploitation. Earlier stud­
ies have shown that such children fre­
quently drop out of school to care for 
sick parents or younger siblings, sacri­
ficing their futures in the process. With­
out parental guidance or adequate so­
cial protection, they are left vulnerable 
to cycles of poverty that are difficult to 
break. 

--The regional disparities in the report 
further indicate 'the urgehcy of the sit­
uation.Areas such_as the Bugi§uSuQj:e­
gion record higher rates of adolescent 
household heads, reflecting localised 
vulnerabilities that demand targeted 
interventions. A one-size-fits-all policy 
response will not suffice. What is need­
ed is a Ruanced approach that address­
es both national and regional realities. 

Government has acknowledged the 
problem, with the Gender ministry 
proposing measures such as a nation-
al child disability grant and expand­

ed support for struggling families. These are steps in the right 
direction, but they remain insufficient unless backed by sus­
tained funding, effective implementation, and communi­
ty-level engagement. Social protection prograinmes must 
move beyond policy documents and translate into tangtble 
support.for the most vulnerable households. 
Equally critical is prevention. Strengthening families 

through poverty alleviation, access to healthcare, and educa­
tion is the Il!ost effective way to reduce the number of chil­
dren forced into premature adulthood. Uganda cannot afford 
to normalise a reality where children become heads of house­
holds. It must treat it as a national emergency. 

This is ultimately a moral question as much as it is a policy 
challenge. A society that compels its children to grow up too 
soon risks eroding its own future. If Uganda is to secure long­
term development, it must invest decisively in protecting its 
youngest citizens, not only because they are vulnerable, but 
because they are the foundation upon which the nation's fu­
ture depends. 

Our commitment to you 
We pledge: 
• To be accurate and fair in all we do. 
• To be respectful to all in our pursuit ofthe truth, 
• To refuse to accept ~ny compensation beyond that 

provided by Monitor Publications Ltd. for what we do in 
our news gathering and decision-making. 

Further, we ask that we be informed whenever you feel 
that we have fallen short in our attempt to keep these 
commitments .. 

<.~-
- , ~~ 

Ca QOO. 'Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has called on world leaders to support the US-Israel 
war again$t Iran. . 

Are MPschoosing their Speaker 
or confirming a party decision? 

~
Uganda prepares for the formation of tween.Parties will always influence outcomes, 

the12thParliament,attentionisturning Parties will always in- particularly where discipline is strong. 
to the race for Speaker:A few politicians' . fluence outcomes Still,Parliament's credibility depends on 

e openly declared interest, while oth- whether its leaders appear capable ofrising 
ers are quietly being mentioned in corridors above narrow partisan interests. 
and talk shows. The Speaker's.offiCe carries real authority. 

On pape!;thatsounds like healthy democra- The person in the chair decides who speaks, 
cy: Members ofParliament weighing options interprets the rules, and keeps debate moving. 
and choosing a leader: But many observers are During tense political moments, those de-
asking a harder question. cisions can shape national conversation and 

WhenMPsfinallyvote,willtheytrulybe the strerigth of parliamentary oversight 
choosing their Speaka; or confirming a deci- Because of that powa;theindividual hold-
sion already shaped within party structures? ingthe gavel must earn trust across the aisle. 

The Con$tutionstates that after anew Par- When members believethe Speaker is fair, 
liamentis swomin,MPs elect the Speaker by they are more willing to acceptrulings,even 
secret ballot.In theory,this method protects when those decisions frustrate them., 
independence. appears. Party loyal~personal ambition,and As the race forthe next Speakership gathers 

The person in the chair should command the need to remain in good standing with pace,thecountryiswatchingclosely.WiUMPs 
the confidence of the whole House and act as leadership all weigh heavily. For many legis- study the candidates andjudgetheir experi-
a neutral referee during debate. lators,the calculation is notonly about who ence, temperament, and commitment to neu-
Reali~however;is rarely that tidy.The ruling would make the best Speaka; but also about trality? Or will internal party calculations set-

National Resistance Movernent(NRM) holds politicalsurvival. tlethe matter long beforeth~ ballot boxes ap-
a comfortable majority in Parliament,giving Yet the issue goes beyond personalities. The pear? 
the party enormous-influenceovedeadership-electiorrof a Speaker-isoftertthefirstmoment--'Thecmswerwillsaymuchabout thefu---
positions, including the Speakership. anew Paiiiament can demonstrate institu- ture ofParliamentIfMPs exercise real inde-

Once party organs rally behind one candi- tionalindependence. pendence,public confidence in the Legisla-
date, the outcome of the parliamentaryvote !tis a chance for legislators to show that the ture could grow stronger:Ifthe vote is seen as a 
oftenfeels predictable. . House can organise itselfwithout quiet in- mere formali~doubts about Parliament's au-

Recent signals of support for the iI].cumbent structions from elsewhere. tonomywill deepen. .. ~ 
Speakerfrom senior party figures have only In Uganda, that independence has long When legislators rise to cast their ballots, 
sharpened the debate. been debated Critics warn that close ties be- theywillnot only be choosing a Speaker.They 

Endorsements from poWerful leaders are tween party leadership and parliamenta- will be declaring how independent their Par-
comrnonin politics, especially within domi- ry leadership weaken Parliament's ability to liament is willing to be. 
nantpartysystems. checktheExecutive. In the end the Speakershipvote will test 

Still, they raise an uncomfortable question SUpporters resporid that parties are central whether loyalty orjudgment carries greater 
abouthowfreeMPsfeelwhenthemomentto to democracy andthat the majorityparty nat- weight inside Uganda's Parliamenttruly today. 
vote arrives. urany leads the House. . 

Even with a secret ballot,politics rarely dis- The truth probablysits somewhere in be- I Franco Satya is a political analyst 
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