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REFUGEES IN WEST NILE GET . E . C , FARM 
:~!.'~~~!Q~~~~~~~" " " " "" " "" " ' :" " " " 
IIi a bid to . prove the livelihoods of 
displa persons, Palorinya Refugee. 
Settlement in Obongi district, West 
Nile has received two classroom 
blocks and a demonstration farm 
through donor support. 

The projects, which are part of a 
$2m (sh3b) Integrated Livelihood, 
Education and Protection (ILEAP) 
project, were commissioned in 
Obongi on March 12. 

. The' 'projects were implemented 
by the oChildFund Uganda, a non­
government ' organisation with 
funding from the Korea International 
Cooperation Agency (KOICA). 

as well as our partners, parents, 
and caregivers for the continued 
support, which demonstrates the 
power of partnership in transforming 

.the lives of vulnerable children and 
communities," Tumusiime said. 

On behalf of KOICA, Jihee said 
that they would remain committed 
to maintaining their partnership and 
continued engagements in West 
Nile region, which has hosted large 
numbers of refugees. 

She said they want the project aimed 
to make families more resilient and 
opportunities for children to thrive. 

ChildFund worked in collaboration 
with ChorogUsan for Children (Korea 
Childfund) and Good Farmers, a non­
government organisation. Jlhee (second-right), Hashaka (centre), assistant ROC Hablba Furaha Umuhoza (left) and other leaders 

during the commissioning of one of the blocks In Parolinya Refugee Settlement last Thursday 

"Beyond infrastructure, this project 
represents our shared commitment to 
empowering communities, protecting 
children and promoting peaceful co­
existence between refugees and host 
communities," Jihee explained. 

LEADERS SPEAK 
ENHANCING REFUGEES WELL-BEING 
The projects are intended to enhance 
the well-being of children and their 
families in the refugee settlement, 
which are mainly from South Sudan. 

Established in December 2016, 
the settlement hosts refugees who 
fled war in South Sudan. It currently 
hosts over 142,000 refugees, with 
children constituting up to 53% of the 
population. 

Speaking during the commissiOning 
of the facilities, tile ChildFund Uganda 
country director, Titus Tumusiime, 
thanked KOICA, ChorogUsan for 
Children and Good Farmers for 
supporting humanitarian causes in 
the country. 

He said the refugees still face 
enormous challenges, including 
overcrowded classrooms, food 
insecurity, limited a~ess to quality 
early childhood .r education, few 
teachers and domestic violence. 

I 

"Recent reductions in humanitarian 
funding and declining food rations 
have made it even more difficult 
for families to meet their basic 
needs. The~e realities compel us 
to work harder to implement self­
reliant initiatives that strengthen 
both refugee and host communities, 
enabling them to sustainably provide 
for their families," he noted. 

CLASSROOM BLOCKS CONSTRUCTED 
Tumusiime said through 
collaborations with other partners, 
they had constructed a three­
classroom block, an office and a five.­
stance latrine at Sacred Heart Early 
Childhood Development Centre, 
which will benefit 579 children. 

He said another two-classroom block 
has also been constructed at Salvation 
Early Childhood Development Cend-e 
to accommodate 253 children, who 

were previously studying under a 
tree. ChildFund has also renovated 
classrooms at the same school and at 
Sinai Early Childhood Development 
Centre with 400 children. 

Other officials in attendance were 
KOICA country director Ahn Jihee, 
United Nations High Commissioner 
for Reiugees (UNHCR) head of field 
office Jelvas Musau and ChildFund 
international humanitarian director 
Radwa el Manssy. 

The others were Obongi Resident 
District Commissioner Samuel 
Mpimbaza Hashaka, Hashaka's 
assistant Habiba Omuhooza, Obongi 
district secretary for education 
Michael Azubu and the Chief 
Administrative Officer (CAO), Job 
Tabu. 

The leaders commended ChildFund 
for the support in the education 
of vulnerable children, especially 

that the settlement has been facing 
challenges in early childhood 
education, with a caregiver-to-learner 
ratio standing of 1 :87, coupled with 
overcrowded classrooms at a ratio of 
1:230. 

FARM PROJECT 
Tumusiime further hailed ChildFund 
for setting up a modem poultry and 
goat farm at Morobi North to provide 
practical training to refugees and 175 
farmer groups, in addition to boosting 
the nutrition of refugees. 

By linking education with livelihood 
opportunities, Tumusiime explained, 
the interventions would support 
families to become self-reliant and 
break poverty cycles. 

"We are grateful to the Government 
of Uganda, Obongi District Local 
Government, UNHCR, KOICA and 
the Embassy of the Republic of Korea, 

Hashaka lauded Childfund 
for introdUCing the livelihood 
programme, which he said provided 
permanent solutions for the refugee 
homesteads to fend for themselves 
at a time when donor funding is 

. dwindling. 
He, however, appealed to the 

settlement management to upgrade 
the established Early Childhood 
Development Centres (ECDCs) into 
primary schools to enable the over 
611, children who graduate from the 
nursery section make progress. 

The CAO said he was so impressed 
with the modem demonstration farm 
at Palorinya and asked refugees and 
nationals to copy what was being 
demonstrated. 

He, however, urged parents to take 
their children to school, saying the 
district would soon launch operations 
to arrest parents who fail to send 
children tq school. 

'ev Job Nanfakiika 

The lands state minister, Sam 
Mayanja, has re-instated 11 
people on a contested piece 
of land in Kakunyu village, 
Mende sub-county, Wakiso 
district. 

Minister Mayanja reinstates Minister Mayanja told residents that when their 
landlord identified as Dr Apollo Kaggwa, learnt of his 
second locus visit to the contested land, he warned 
him against doing so through a letter. 

The minister reinstated the 
11 after they were evicted 
by a . landlord identified as 
Dr Apollo Kaggwa, a retired 
consultant physician. 

Mayanja said Kaggwa 
failed to prove that he had 
compensated the 11 bibanja 
holders (bona fide land 
occupants) as required under 
the law. 

The land in question is over 
230 acres. 

LEGITIMATE BIBANJA OWNERS 
"The State House Anti­

Corruption Unit investigated 
this matter and found out that 
the 11 people are legitimate 
bibanja owners and they 
should,go back.tQ their lcw..d. 

. This report was signed by Brig. 
Gen. Henry Isoke [head of 

11 people .on Wakiso land 
State House Anti-Corruption 
Unit]," Mayanja told residents 
of Kakunyu village during a 
locus visit last week. 

The 11 people who were 
reinstated on the land are 
Lydia Namboga, Milly Babirye 
Mutyaba,Paul Kimuli Ssegane, 
Christine Kimuli, Nandawula 
Zalwango and Siraji Ssegane. 
The others are Teipirisita 
Kayanga and Suzan Nabukalu. 

The affected residents 
accused the landlord of 
denying them access to the 
land and ' deploYing youth 
gangs to beat them. 

MirYster . , M<Ylanja tolel 
r!'lSidents -that Kaggwa had 
petitioned court. to blOck .the 

he lost. "The court lifted the 
order that was blocking people 
from accessing their bibanja. 
The same court awarded the 
costs to the defendants," the 
minister said. 

Wakiso Resident District . 
Commissioner Justine Mbabazi 
promised to provide security 
to the bibanja owners as they 
settle back on the land. 

KAGGWA'S CLAIMS 
Efforts to reach Kaggwa were 
futile. However, he bad earlier 

Minister Mayanja accused the minister of trying 
to use people he described as 

jIpp~e_ntatio~ ' o~ Jhe tate fraudsters tq. Pjsposes,.l:J,inJ. o[ 
House ~_OIJ;UptiOrt Unit '. the land lie acquired in th.e 

~ r.eport aoourthe.n:1afters,wlllCh. _199Q~ lIe ~~Ui.e 1.Qpgb' the 

The letter written on March 11 the minister was asked 
not to set foot on the contested land as the matter was 
being handled by court. 

:'This is to let you know that, should you stray 
onto my land again, it will be taken as yet another 
provocation on your part, and you will be fully 
responsible for any consequences for your apparent 
unrelenting, incessant, illegal, unlawful and unjustified 
behaviour, which could be packaged as criminal 
misconduct someday," read the letter. -

The letter was copied to the defence minister, internal 
affairs minister, Chief of Defence forces and the 
Inspector General of Police. 

Minister Mayanja handed a copy of the letter to the 
WaJdso district Police commander, Esther Kizza for 
further-investigations. 

land in the 1990s and it had hearing, attended a ra}}¥ 
only 20 bibanja holders whom organised by these fraudsters 
he compensated. and went ahead to order his 
qn pecel11be , .1,4 2012" . ~yS ~tru~ e foT0up 

Kaggwa. l said , the- mfuiste of peopleJigbting liim,to . take 
FiiliQ,q- ·1>tfeting,J .hfui £l.;'fiij .-.. tJ.ve 'w~' ; J. , 


