
By Steven Odeke 

t the launch of 
the 13th edition 
of the Miss 
Tourism Uganda 
beauty pageant, 
held at Kampala 
Serena Hotel, 
an interesting 

debate emerged; how can artificial 
intelligence align with a beauty 
pageant? . 

This year's theme, AI, Culture 
and Tourism, aims to encourage 
contestants to use technological 
iI)novation to showcase Uganda's 
rich heritage. 

A highlight of the event was a 
demonstration by ZunoBotics, which 
unveiled an AI-powered robot tour 
guide named Okello. Although 
internet connectivity issues disrupted .. 
the presentation, the demonstration 
still offered a glimpse into the future 
of tourism. 

Developed entirely by a team of 
Ugandan engineers led by Jonathan 
Ssemakula, Okello is designed to 
interact with tourists in multi[,1le 
languages, including English, French, 
and five Ugandan local languages. 
Notably, the robot can automatically 
detect and switch to a visitor's 

preferred language in real time. 
However, it also sparked a key 

question: Is AI gradually replacing 
the human touch? 

The consensus at the event was 
clear - while AI tools like Okello 
can make tourism presentations, 
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they cannot replace essential human 
qualities, such as empathy and 
emo~nal connection. 

As part of the competition, scouts 
will travel across 12 regions of 
Uganda in search of contestants aged 
18 to 27. The finalists will compete 

for the national crown on September 
4, at the Kampala Serena Hotel, 
succeeding the current titleholder, 
Cindy Kezia Nachap. 

The winner will go on to represent 
Uganda at the Miss Tourism 
International pageant. 
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f laughter is the best 
medicine, then Furt Fun Factory's Eid Special hits every note 
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The event also marked the launch 
of the second edition of Man of 
Tourism International, the male 
counterpart to the pageant. 

Auditions for both categories are 
scheduled for March 21 and April 4, 
at Sheraton Kampala Hotel. 

. fucto~ Eid AI-Fitr 
"Co medicine" special 
last Thursday at the 
National Theatre, 
Kampala, was a full 
prescription. The 
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awaiting a sh5b presidential 
offer, to Veronica Namanda 
Kiwanuka as both a meddling 
mother and a' land broker, 
and Evelyn Kemizinga as 
a corrupt traffic officer, as 
well as Junior's mother, their 
chemistry made the absurd 
scenarios believable. 

comedy troupe treated the 
audience to two hours of 
rapid-fire sketches that left 
no funny bone untouched. 

Since it was Eid eve, the 
show opened with Haji 
(Dickson Zizinga) preparing 
to share big news with his 
four wives. The twist? He 
was adding a fifth wife. 
The audience erupted 
with laughter, especially 
when·the new wife (Anne 
Kansiime) embarrassed him 
by serving burgers, instead 
of a meal befitting a Haji's 

status. Another sketch saw 
preparations for a birthday 
celebration spiral into a fight 
over sh400,OOO between 
a broke boyfriend (Isaac 
Kudzu) and his girlfriend. 
The scenario was absurd, but 
somehow entirely plausible. 

Each sketch, though 
brief, was packed with 
precise timing"and 
beloved characters, whose 
commitment made even 
familiar jokes hilarious. The 
troupe also poked fun at 
corrupt traffic officers, greedy 
land brokers and the quirks 
of everyday life. 

As always, the group's 
actors sJlifted seamlessly 
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between roles, exaggerating 
gestures and reactions. Fr-om 

Zizinga's Haji to Richard 
Tuwangye's Junior and his 

portrayal of the braggart 
media personality Kasuku 

A few sketches leaned on 
familiar tropes, such as when 
a confident, well-dressed 
gentleman visited a car bond 
to bargain over expensive 
cars, only to be revealed as 
a bodaboda rider sent by his 
boss. 

By the final sketch, Fun 
Factory's mastery of timing, 
creativity and outright 
silliness confirmed that ~ -
sketch comedy remains one 
of the most exhilarating ways 
to spend an evening. 

It was a fun-filled, laughter­
packed celebration of Eid. 

, . 

H .. .. 


