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Teachers deserve to be> among highest paid workers 
THE Government has announced a plan to place teachers 
among the highest paid civil servants. 

Teaching in Uganda is not a choice that many opt for as 
a profession. The teaching profession is seen as an option 
when everything else has failed. The scramble is for 
professions like medicine, engineeribg and law. Yet, the 
quality of teachers determines the quality of workforce. 

EDITORIAL the projected huge bill increase. Higher pay will reduce 
absenteeism, ensuring teachers dedicate themselves fully 
to their classrooms. It will also inspire top-performing 
students to pursue education degrees, reversing the trend 
where teaching is seen as a fallback option. 
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By elevating teachers' salaries to sh8m-smom per Fax: 0414 232050 ' 

The projected wage bill increase to smo trillion should 
not be seen as a burden, but an investment in human 
capital. 

month, the Government is taking a step that is critical in 
placing education at the centre of national development: ' :0. 

Email: advertising@newvisio)1.co.ug In the long run, the investment will pay dividends in the 
form of a skilled, innovative and productive workforce. 

This move, if implemented, will put Uganda in the 
league of nations where teaching is not only respected, 
but also financially rewarding. In Luxembpurg, teachers 
earn 5.<?me of the highest salaries in the civil service, 
with top' ~arners taking home over $120,000 (sh4S3.7ID) 
annually. In Germany, teachers are paid more than many 
other public servants. In Ireland, teacliing is one of the 
most competitive and well-paying professions, attracting 
the best students into education programmes. These 
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The idea is great, but it will take the commitment and 
effort of aU stakeholders to make it work. By following 
the example of countries where teachers are among the 
highest paid civil servants, Uganda is setting the stage for 
a future where classrooms are led by the brightest minds, 
motivated by both passion and recognition. 
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examples show that when governments prioritise teachers, 
they attract talent, improve classroom outcomes and 
strengthen national competitiveness. 

Uganda's plan will have far-reaching benefits despite 

This is a bold step by the Government and it must be 
supported to work. The quality of any workforce is as 
good as the quality of teachers. 
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Trump's u-turn in Iran standoff 
. president Donald Trump O

ver the weekend, US 

. filled the airwaves with dire 
threats of destruction of 
Iran's power infrastructure, 

if Iran did not open the Strait of Onnuz in 
48 hours. Iran threatened to hit right back 
at every allied nation associated with the 
US. The world held its collective breath. 
This surely looked bad. Some people 
even began talking nuclear weapons. 

Then on Monday, Trump appeared to 
walk back from the abyss. He let it be 
known on his Truth Social in all caps 
that there had been talks with Iran and 
that they were productive, and those 
talks were continuing'for another five 
days. What happened, what changed the 
trajectory of the grand collision? 

The short answer is- Trump blinked! 
But the best insight into Trump's thinking 
is the Acholi saying, Ladwar neno opoko 
pii ki wange, which means the thirsty 
hunter must see for himself the empty 
water gourd! Until then, the hunter will 
continue to believe there is water left in 
the gourd. 
. The fact is that the US and Israel went 
to war with Iran not because this war 
needed to be fought. It was a war Trump 
and Israeli prime minister Benjamin 

. Netanyahu conveniently started, 
perhaps to divert attention from other 
pressing issues in their respective 
countries. 

Once the war was ignited, they 
cynically manipulated facts to suit their 
own agenda and, right or wrong, did not 
bother to consider potential fallouts. They 
said there was imminent unspecified 
threat from Iran that needed to be 
dealt with immediately. In time, 
they began to believe their own 
narrative, which was that 
they could do anything 
and there was 
nothing Iran 
could do in 
return. 

But even 
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with non-stop bombing, no other country could 
absorb, Iran has demonstrated resiliency that 
has surprised many pundits. Moreover, using its 
technology savvy, Iran figured out how to hide and 
use its missiles strategically to cause maximum 
damage in Israel and the Gulf States. Direct hits 
near the towns of Arad and Dimopa, where Israel's 
nuclear facility is located, clearly demonstrated Iran's 
capability to cause widespread destruction. 

But that was only part of it. The more terrifying 
spectre is Iran's willingness to adopt MAD-mutually 
assured destruction- as a strategy for dealing with 
Israel and the US. For every hit lran took from the 
allies, it responded with an eye-for-an-eye. Most 

disconcerting forTrump who is 
used to issuing one-way 

threats, then watching 
with satisfying glee as 
nations bow before him 
in submission, Iran 
instead leaned into the 
fire, almost daring the 

. US to follow through on 
its threat. In so doing, 
Iran exuded an attitude 
that Americans have not 
dealt with since World 

War II (with Japanese 
Kamikaze fighters)-an 

attitude that says, "We are 
ready to die, are you?" 
Therein lies the new 

dilemma Trump (not so much 
for Netanyahu who faces little 

political risk from this war) 
must deal with. If 

he blows up 
the Iranian 

advertised, what would Iran do in retaliation, 
and how bad would it be for world energy if the 
Strait 'of Ormuz was completely shut down as Iran 
promised? 

Moreover, after doing all that, what were the next 
steps? Should he send in ground troops to take on 
the Iranians? Foremost, this will not be an easy task 
for a president already facing a strong opposition 
from within his own party. Several Republican 
lawmakers have vowed to oppose even the idea 
of giving additional funds to the Pentag~m for a 
war that was never declared or explained to the 
American people. Representative Lauren Boebert 
(R-Colo.) succinctly said: "rm not doing that" 
in response to a proposed $200b supplemental 
funding request for the ongoing war with Iran. 

Secondly, even if Congress is strongarmed into 
acquiescence using the combination of money 
and threat, Trump must convince a very skeptical 
American public why the war must be fought. To 
this moment, Americans do not know why this war 
was started in the first place and what the imminent 
threats were. All they know is that three weeks ago, 
the Iranian and US nuclear talks in Geneva seemed . 
to be going very well The mediator, Omani foreign 
minister Badr Albusaidi. sounded very upbeat. Then 
in matters of hours, Israel and US attacked Iran. 
There was no explanation how things escalated 
from 0 to 100km/h in seconds. 

Recent polls in March 2026 by Quinnipiac 
University and CBS newsIYougov polls iudicate 
that most Americans, approximately 53% to 60%, 
respectively, oppose the ongoing US war with Iran. 

But that is not Trump's only problem. The real 
question is whether the US and its allies can wage 
a war with Iran that eliminates every single possible 

Trump blinked! But the 
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opoko pii ki wange . 

threat now and into the far future. Even if 
it were possible, such a war requires co­
ordination of huge logistics, movement of 
troops to the region, amassing of assets for 
the ground assault and, above all, dealing 
with an agitated world where the price 
of goods continues to skyrocket, tanking 
global super economies and putting 

. irreversible damage to the economies of 
smaller nations. 

For Trump, this lose-lose scenario, where 
the world goes up in flames, economies 
belly-up and there is suffering as never 
experienced since World II, calls for 
QDWlAH-Quit digging when in a hole. 
The option allows him to quickly declare 
victory and, as he has done previously, 
announce that the Iranians have been 
taught a lesson and will now be accepted 
back at the negotiation table. 

Now, of course, the assumption is that 
Iran will seize Trump's olive branch to stop 
fighting and start rebuilding its shattered 
infrastructure. The devil in this scenario 
is whether Iran sees the matter as closed, 
which is what it did the first time around 
during the 12-day war between June 13-24, 
2025. The war could go on if Iranian 
hardliners see it as unfinished business that 
requires the world to be taught a lesson it 
will not soon forget. 

In which case, we could potentially enter 
uncharted territory. Namely either the US 
or Israel, independently, may choose to go 
nuclear. Of course, this is not an option 
anyone in their right mind should be 
thinking about, but one cannot dismiss it 
because merely thinking about it makes the 
head spin. This may be why Trump, finally, 
has peered at the bottom of the proverbial • 
gourd, and does not like the options for 
continuing this war. 

He is now looking for an offramp. 
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