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A video showing a shrine 
visited by suspects in the 
murder of former assistant 
Director of Public Prosecutions 
Joan Kagezi has been played 
in court, with the witch doctor 
saying the suspects never 
returned for thankSgiving after 
the ritual. 

KAGEZI MURDER SUSPECTS FAILED TO 
RETURN FOR THANKSGIVING - WITCH DOCTOR 

The footage, played for 
about five hours, captured 
investigators interviewing 
the witch doctor, Francis 
Kawesa Olwo, during the 
reconstruction of the shrine 
in Kitimbwa sub-county, 
Kayung~ district. 

In the Video, Olwo told 
investigators that although 
the suspects sought spiritual 
protection after the killing, they 
did not return to the shrine as 
required by tradition. 

"The suspects never came 
back for thanksgiving after 
they were cleansed," Olwo is 
heard saying in the video. 

Olwo reportedly led 
investigators to the shrine in 
2023 after being temporarily 
released from remand, where 
he had been detained on rape 
charges. 

He also took part 'in an 
identification parade at the' 

. Criminal Investigations 
Directorate (Cm) headquarters 
in Kibuli, where he is said to 
have identified some of the 
accused as the individuals 
who visited his shrine in 2015 
shortly after Kagezi's killing. 

According to the video, Olwo 
identified the individuals 

as former Uganda People's 
Defence Forces soldier Daniel 
Kiwanuka Kisekka, John 
Kibuuka alias Musa and Nasur 
Abdallah Mugonole. 

Court heard that Kisekka 
has since pleaded guilty to 
the murder and is serving a 
35-year sentence. The other 
suspects, Kibuuka, Mugonole 
and John Massajjage alias 
Brian Mubiru, denied the 
charges and are currently on 
trial. 

The video was presented 
before the International 

B~EEN THE UNES 
o Olwo identified the 
accused as former UPDF 
soldier Daniel Klwanuka 
Kisekka, John Klbuuka 
alias Musa and Nasur 
Abdallah MugonoleJ 

Crimes Division of the High 
Court, presided over by a 
panel of four justices: Andrew 
Bashaija, Duncan Gaswaga: 
Richard Wejuli Wabwire and 
Joyce Kavuma. 

Olwo (right) 
identifying 
Kisekka (left). 
This was 
in footage 
capture" during 
reconstruction 
'of the scene 
at a shrine 
in Kitimbwa 
sub-county, 
Kayunga 
district. The 
video was 
played in court 
yesterday. (Scan 
picture using the 
Vision Digital 
Experience to 

l!ii!II!""';l!isioI watch video) 

During the reconstruction, 
Olwo was seen leading 
investigators around the 
shrine, a structure made of 
blocks and iron sheets. He 
demonstrated how the suspects 
allegedly placed sh200,OOO in 
a basket as part of the money 
for a ritual seeking protection 
after the killing of Kagezi. 

In the video, Olwo was also 
seen handing over to the 
investigators a registration 
book for his "patients," 
drawing laughter from the 
fully-packed courtroom. 

The footage also showed 
Kisekka guiding investigators 
to various locations where 
the murder plot was allegedly 
hatched, including meeting 
points near a school, a 
bodaboda stage and a mango 
tree where -final preparations 
were made. 

TRANSCRIBER TESTIFIES 
Meanwhile, 40-year-old 
academic and translation 
specialist Dr Medard Erisa 
Ssentanda testified regarding 
the recording that was given to 
him by cm to transcribe and 
translate. 

Ssentanda, a coordinator 
from the Centre for Language 
and Communication Services 
at Makerere University, 
said his office receives 
requests from the public and 
government institutions for 
translation and transcription 
services. 

He said in 2024, the cm 
submitted a formal request for 
transcription and translation 
of audio-visual recordings 
related to a case involving the 
late Kagezi. 

According to the witneSs, 
the materials were delivered 
in form of two compact discs 
contairiiiig . , recor.dings of 

varying lengths - one was 
approximately 10 minutes 
and another was about 1 :31 
minutes. 

Ssentanda said they were 
required to transcribe the 
recordings into written text 
and later translate them into 
English, which they did. 

The witness said he used 
specialised sofrware known as 
'pot player' which allows audio 
and video playback while 
simultaneously typing in a 
word processing programme. 

He said the tool enables 
efficient transcription by 
allowing playback, pause 
and rewind functions without 
interrupting the typing 
process. 

The witness added that after 
transcription, the documents 
are reviewed to ensure accuracy 
and completeness before being 
finalised. 

Ssentanda told court that the 
completed transcripts were 
compiled into an official report, 
signed by the coordinator, and 
issued with a reference number. 

ShOwing court the report, he 
confirmed that he signed on the 
bottom left comer of each page 
of the document. 

Hearing of the case resumes 
today. 
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Women have been urged to formalise 
their businesses and take up 
leader-ship positions as ' a pathway 
to ·strengthening Uganda's economy 
and improving urban management. 

Women urged to form~lise businesses development. 

URSB EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S TAKE 
At the same event, Mercy Kainobwisho, 
the registrar general and executive 
director of URSB, emphasised the 
bureau's role in enabling women to 
transition from informal to formal 
business operations. 

It is estimated that women own 
roughly one in three businesses in 
Uganda, achieving high participation 
rates, but often operating smaller, 
less profitable enterprises than men. 

. The top three sectors for women-led 
businesses include wholesale and 
retail trade at 33.8%, accommodation 
and Jood services at 22.3% and 
'agriculture, forestry and fishing 
at 12.3%, according to the trade 
ministry. However, businesswomen 
face challenges, such as failure to 
access credit, mainly because of 
operating informally. 

This call to formalise businesses was 
made by Hajat Sharifah Buzeki, the 
executive director of Kampala Capital 
City Authority, who was speaking 
at the Women's Mouth celebrations 
at the head offices of Uganda 
Registration Services Bureau (URSB) 
in Kololo yesterday. 

Drawing from her experience, 
managing Kampala, Buzeki 
emphasised that the work women do; 
especially those in informal sectors, 
plays a critical role in how cities 
functitln. She noted, however, that 

Kainobwisho gifts Buzekl during the Women's Month celebrations 
at Uganda Registration Services Bureau offices In Kololo, yesterday 

much of this contribution remains 
under-recognised due to a lack of 
formalisation. 

"The work these women do goes 
a long way. However, the benefits 
are greater when -businesses are 
formalised. Formalisation improves 
organisation, increases market 

efficiency and opens doors to 
opportunities that many women are 
currently missing." 

She noted that formalising 
enterprises not only strengthens 
compliance and accountability but 
also enables women entrepreneurs to 
access financial services, government 

UNETHICAL (ONDU 
Kampala Capital City 
Authority executive director 
Sharifa Buzeki cautioned 
against unethical practices 
in the wor:kplace, w~rning 
that pursuing dishonest 
shortcuts can have la$ting 
consequences. 

programmes and wider markets. 
Buzeki used the platform to 

encourage women to believe in 
their abilities and actively pursue 
leadership roles across sectors. 

"Women must continue to believe 
ill their abilities. We make up a 
significant part of the population 
and should be able to shape the 
world around us," she said. "Do not 
hold back, fellow women, take up 
leadership positions and make your 
voices count. " 

She further stressed the importance 
of solidarity among women, urging 
them to support and uplift one 
another in both professional and 
personal spaces, adding that collective 
progress is essential for sustainable 

Kainobwisho noted that URSB 
has made .significant strides . in 
simplifying registration processes 
to ensure that more entrepreneurs, 
especially women, can formalise their 
enterprises with ease. 

"Our focus is to make business 
registration accessible and efficient 
for all Ugandans," she said. "When 
women formalise their businesses, 
they gain visibility, credibility and the 
opportunity to scale beyond informal 
limitations. " 

-She encouraged women to take 
advantage of URSB services, saying . 
formalisation is a critical step toward 
sustainability and long-term growth. 
"Formalisation pOSitions your 
business to access partnerships, 
financing and structured markets," 
Kainobwisho added. 

She also' echoed the call for women .... 
to step into leadership, noting that 
their participation in decision-making 
spaces is essential for inclusive 
development. 


