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_ Information integrity is Africa's first 
Hoe of defence in the climate crisis 

At a decisive moment in Africa's history, the climate crisis 
has moved from the margins to the very centre of our devel­
opment,peace and security agenda What was once framed 
as a distant environmental concern is now a lived reality 
across the continent, reshaping livelihoods, disrupting agri­
culture,intensifyingwater stress and deepening existing in­
equalities. 

Droughts,floods and unpredictable rainfall patterns are 
no longer isolated environmental events. They carry pro­
found social and political consequences. They influence sta­
bility,drive displacement,fuel competition over scarce re­
sources and erod.etrust in public institutions. 

This is why the African Union has rightly elevated the nex­
us between climate,peace and security as a continental pri­
ority.Climate stress does not operate in isolation; it acts as a 
multiplier {)f existing risks. In fragile contexts where govern­
ance is weak and communities already grapple with.pover­
ty aru;l margipalisation,it can intensify tensions and deep­
en instabilify. · .. 

Climate action, therefore,cannot be separated from 
peace-building and development.And crucially,' 
peace-building itself cannot succeed without infonned and 
engaged citizens. This is where journalism becomes iildis-­
pensable.Public interest journalism plays a critical role in 
moments of uncertainty. This is the essence of Africanjour­
nalism: protecting truth while advancing responsibility. 

Over the past two years, the Federation of African Journal­
ists has taken this responsibility seriously. In 2024, during 
the African Ministerial Meeting on Environnient in Abid­
jan, we brought togetherjournalists from across the conti­
nent and adopted a declaration calling for transparency, ac­
countability and meaningful media engagement in climate 
governance. 

That moment InaIked a turning point and a commitment 
to placejournalism at the centre of the climate conversa-
. tion.In 2025, during the Second Africa Climate SUmmit, we 

, bul).t on that momentum through a dedicated engagement 
on media. climate, peace and security. These platforms have 
demonstrated that journalism is not a passive observer of 
events, but an active driVer of solutions,climatejustice,re­
silien& and peace. Yet,at the heart of this work lies a funda~ 
mental question: how do we preserve information integri­
ty in an era increasingly defined by misinfonnation and dis­
information? 

Accurate and trusted information is essential in address­
ing climate-induced crises. When falsehoods spread, they 
distort public understanding,erod.e trust and can inflame 
tensions within communities. Equally dangerous is the ab­
sence of reliable information. When facts are concealed or 
rllanipulated by political or husiness interests seeking to 
profit from the climate crisis,rumours quickly fill the gap. 
Fear replaces reason. Manipulation becomes easier. 

In such conditions, even well-intentioned cli.rnqte adapta­
tion efforts lose legitimacy, and peace itself becomes more 
fragile. This is why information integrity is not a secondary 
concern. It is central to governance, stability and sustainable 
development. 

However, across Africajournalists who striveJo uphold 
this truth often face intimidation,harassment and,in some 
cases, violence. Their safety is compromised, their freedoms 
restrlcted,and their work undermined by those who fear 
accountability. For information integrity to be meaning­
fPl, three pillars must stand firm.: professional capacity, ed­
itorial independence and the safety of journalists, Without 
these, the fouridation of credJ.blejournalism cannot hold. 

Encouragingly,there have been important steps in rec­
ognisirigthis reality. The African Union Peace ana Security 
Council. in its recent deliberations,has underscored the im­
portance of protecting journalists and safeguarding i¢'or­
mation integrity. 

Africa remains disproportionately affected by climate 
change, yet its voice is often underrepresented in global nar­
ratives.Ensuring that Africa's climate story is told accura~ 
responsibly and from African perspectives is not just about 
representation.IfiSa:50ut iligriitY and sovereignty. 

It is also about shifting the narrative. African communi- -
ties m~ not beseen solely as victims of climatechange, but 
as agents of resilience, innovation and solutions. The Feder­
ation ofAfritan Journalists remains committed to worlting 

-with partner,; across the African Union,civil society andin­
ternational institutions to strengthen climatejournalism, . 
promote solution-oriented reportiIig,protectjournalists 

-and-safegt$U trusted information systems. 
__ Jounialism,atits core,is a public good. It serves the iriter­

ests of-the people. And in the face of a climate crisis that is 
reshapingoirr continent, the role ofjournalisrohas nev~ 
been more Critical. : ' 

Omar Faruk Osman 
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About UCC~s statement 
on fibre infrastructure ... 

I am one of the Ugandans who 
felt genuinely excited to see the 
statement issued by the Uganda : 
Communications Commission ' 
(UCC) on March 23,2026 via X 
(fonnerlyTwitter). . ' 

It, adI,iressed something many ! 
of us have quietly complained I 
aboutforyears! . I 

That is the duplication ofutil-
ity poles, especially those used : 
for fibre internet connections. . 

What stood out for me in this 
post was notjust ·the acknowl­
edgment of the problem, but ' 
the fact that UCC openly admit­
ted what many ofus see ev~ 
day. 

Kampala, the surrounding sub- I 
urbs and most cities and towns I 
in Uganda have been operating . 
under a very disorganised and, I 

frankly, shabby regime of fibre 
infrastructure instalments. 

You only need fu walk through 
parts of Kampala to see what I 
usually describe as "spaghetti : integrating telecom infrastruc- At what stage are telecom op­
lines"of aerial fibre cables that . ture into civil and road con- erators required to coordinate 
are stretching from pole to pole, , struction projects,just like wa- with agencies like Ministry of 
criss-crossing streets, and in ter,drainage,andelectricity. Works and KCCA? 

. some cases, sagging dangerous' On paper, this is exactly what And perhaps most important-
lylow. shouldhavebeenhappeningall ly, what are the consequences 

The poles themselves often along. when this coordination does 
look like they are competing for In fact, this direction was .al- not happen? 
space, almost like plants stretch- I ready backed by the Uganda Without clear enforcement 

. ing toward sunlight. communications Commission mechanisms,even the best writ-
For a long time, I kept asking Framework on Optical FIbre In- ten frameworks risk becoming 

myself a simple question: why stallation, Maintenance, Protec- reference documents instead of 
has this never been addressed tion, and Disposal. which took operational tools. 
in a serious way? effect on January 1,2026. _ Another issue that cannot be 

- I have personally witnessed In all honesty, Uganda does ignored is the market structure 
newly commissioned roads not suffer from a lack of policy oftelecominfrastructure. 
being dug up sometimes just frameworks. . Multiple operators, rightfully 
months after completion to lay We suffer from a lack of coor- so, often deploy parallel infra-
fibre cables underground. dination and enforcement be- structure instead of sharing it. 

Every time, the same thought cause by the existence of this From a business perspective, 
comes to mind: where is the framework, the real issue be- that might make sense. 
planning? If we know that fi- comes implementation. This Butfromanationalinfrastruc-
bre connectivity is essential in- 'begs the questions: ture standpoint, it leads to du-
frastructure, why isn't it treated Who is responsible for ensur- plication, inefficiency, and the 
that way from the beginning? ing that road contractors in- exact pole congestion we are 

Thcmkfully,in the statement, clude fibre ducts in their de- nowtryingtofix. 
the Commission recommends signs? This is where UCC has an even 
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bigger role to play, not just as a 
regulator, but as a coordinator 
of shared infrastructure. 

Policies around infrastructure 
sharing need to move from be­
ing encouraged to being en­
forced, especially in dense ur­
ban areas . . 

Now, on a more personal note, 
I have always preferred under­
ground cabling for cities. And 
it's not just about functionality, 
it is also about what kind of cit­
ies we want to live in. 

Forme, when I lookup,1 would 
rather see trees, builtlings, and 
open sky. 

_ Underground systems make 
practical sense because they are 
less susceptible to accidental 
cuts, more resilient to weather 
conditions, and generally more 
reliable when properly imple­
mented. 

Over time, this reduces service 
interruptions and the constant 
maintenance cycles we current­
ly see with aerial systems. 

The other end of this stick is al­
so a balancing act, because un­
derground infrastructure is 
more expensive upfront. It re­
quires planning, coordination, 
and strong governance. Which 
brings us back to the same Issue: 
execution,execution,execution! 

There are cities where infra­
structure planning has been 
done more deliberately. These 
cities are not perfect, but you 

I can clearly see the difference in 
, how space is managed. 

In my final thoughts, it is no­
table that UCC has done some­
thing important here, now -
comes the hard part. 

Will we enforce coordination? 
Will we prioritise 
shared infrastructure? 
Will we build with foresight in­
stead of reacting after the fact? 
Or will we keep adding more 

poles ... and more spaghetti? 

Simon Peter Wamahe, 
I Information Technology 

consultantand digital strate­
gist. 

What is tbe state ofcancertreabnent in your country? ~ 

Dr Fred Okuku, 
Uganda cancer Institute 
We have a huge burden. We 
treat about 300 patients a 
day. We start treatment from 
lOam until5pm. Getting a 
slotfor radiation isn't easy. 
We need many partnersbips. 

-

Dr Munir AwolAInan, 
Oncologist,Ethiopia 
Many of the patients in Ethi­
opia go to Aga Khan Hospi­
tal- Nairobi. We need to build 
confidence forthem to be­
lieve that they caD. get treat­
ment at home. Weean boost 
their confidence by making 
referrals. 

DrWebster Kadzatsa, 
Oncologist, Zimbabwe 
Ifwhlsky brands and elec­
tronic brands can be faked, 
that means even drugs 
meant to treat cancer drugs 
can be faked. One time I 
treated a patient but I wasn~ 
seeing the results I expected. 

Dr Leo Masamba, 
Oncologist,Malawi , 
Doctors get disappointed 
when they don't find facili­
ties where to work. Onetime 
·1 had to take up a project to 
. secure funding for a radi-
otherapy unit iriLilongwe 
and another in Blantyre. 


