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-- ·-c~:!~f:~'~~::~f i Learne:rs,at:~g~:~~no.ols-shomd 

~~~E:~e:~:E: pay extra fees -B1tgis~ lea4ers 
proper learning. ' . -' -. . . - -

C
harging of exga fees in govern- : 
ment·aided schools in Bugisu : 

. - Sub-region has attracted mixed : 
, reactions,with a .sectlon oflead· : 

er!, saying it ~n~c~ssary to enable i 
schools to improv~ acad~c perf or· : 
mance. j 

f management ano. active Parent-Teach· 
: er Associationinvolvement 
1· Mr the head of the 

while addressing ,head teachers at 
, Mbale District headquarters during a 

,'j meeting inaintained that illegal charg­
i ing of fees in goverhment schools at 
] both priniary and secondary levels is 
: npt accePtable. . 

''Ibisp>mes at the backdrop of the on-~ : . 
-' going cra~own on illeW fees in gov; : 

: ernmentscbOolsin~-Sub-regi.on i 
by the Stat~.nous~)\nti-Coriuption- : 
~t <'. "'. - • 

i He emphasised that it is a crime for 
: school administrators to send lealtr-­
l ers home due to failure to pay feeding 
: money,notmgthatthis contravenes the 
. UniversalPrimary Education (UPE) pol­

icy. 

'heacttea,!1l~ at ' Army Bar- provide somethin,g for the child to,eat," 
·racks ~ Schciol in Mbale histnct : Mr Nanibirosaid. . 
'Was ariestb:i arldmfetdittea.lt wason i He further· stressed that schools im-
all~tions of collecting ill~fees in a [ j .pl~menting government prQgrams 
governmentschool,in defiance of Pres- f ,J, such as Universal Primary Education 
ident Museveni's diiectiveon free edu- i : (UPE), Universal Secondary Education 
cation. . ; (USE),andtheSecondaryEducationEx-

Rev John Wilson.Nandaah, the Bisti- : . . --. _ ,: ' .. .. , . :. . : pansion and Development (SEED) pro-
. op of Mbale Diocese,. condemned ~e [ Bishop John Wilso~ Nandaah (2nd "gilt), Po1bal~ Dioc.~se leads p~ye~ to commiSSIon !l new science laboratory at Buslu Sec- i gram must strictly adl1ere to presideh- ' 

---- atrestSofffienea~neacl1ers over exti'a:~-School.-l"e'ls()Ile-of.the-teadel'-suppol'tiRg'SGh.OOI~~.e~fees.f!HO:ro/ANDREW-WASUSHE-NDA-- - - --- t tiliIrurectiVeS. -
fees, saying the implementers are not : , .. .. , . :'" : Responding to the State House crack-
welJinfonned. _ [ Rev~andaahmadethererriaitsdur- : ," ~ '_' i , reasoI¥ili~eamountforcontribution. 1. down.MrNamugaliemphasisedthe 

"Faith-based organisatio~-should be 't . fig the 1Jlanksgiving ceremony beld i ' SCHOO)" P ~. POtJ.t$ ':'; _;', .. l ' ' ~e doii~ SuPPort parents to"-pay ex- l' .need,t9·involve'local i eadersllIid par-
allowed b? charge fees ,to meet unmet -j to celebrate Busiu-Secondary School's i ... , .. ....... ," ..... , ........ ':"'.: .. ... : < •• : . : i ,omitant money in government schools, : ;.,ents ratherthan merel¥issuirig Warn--
cQsts until·the government can fully : strong performance in the recent ex- : AccordingtOananaJysis from : bUt ifparents agreed to pay sOmething r inis or iriierdlct:mi teachers, whicli ~ 
fundeducationforallstudents,"hesaid, i' aminations released by Uganda Nation- : theUgilnda-NationaJExamina- : small, the government should allow : said demoralises them. , , 

t· ~ addingtbat an agreement was reached } al Examination Board (UNEB) as well"· L tions Board (Uneb~ilildE.c:IU;; ' - - ! iliat for the betterinent oflearners,"he l "You cannot embarrass teachers ~d 
between ,the government ~d faith- : as the commissioning of a-new scien~e l cation and $ports SeCfoi)\n· _, ' .. ~ said. , .~ expect them to remain motivated to 
based schools to charge extra fees. laboratoryattheweekend. ~ nual-PerfurmanceReports(ES-« t' - --~- i teacb,"hesaid. . 

f . 

The leaders say the governmenC: sAPRs), apPfYximate!Y 42;&' ' - f· PoorpWformance : ,Mr Herbert Weboya, the head teach: 
Funding , ! ~ouldal)pwschoolstocollectsmall;af- l _ ~ntofpupilswhOstarlpri- , : HefurtherobservedthattheBugisu .] erofBusiuSecondarySchool,reveaJ,ed 

Government aided schools benefit, i fordable fees from parents to sustain ! ~ school-do not complete ! region, more so government 'aided i that the improved perfonnance in 
from government support, i!;l' terms : PI'9per learning. . ! , ~mary,Seven. . ! schools still lag behind othet: parts of + -both the 2025 UACE a,nd UCE results at 
of human resource (teaching and : . Daily Monitorleamt that among the ~ This means_that almost 43 : the country in terms of academic per, ! the school waslargely~ to~-
non-teaching s~, infrastructure de- ;-extra charges includeJees for develop- i percent of po pi Is drop out be: . i fonnance as evidenced in the tecent: ! ents'confributio$ " . ~ 
velopment,an~quarterly -rele~s of : ment,tests,reamsofpapeI;feedingand : . ·fOf'e'finismagprimaryschool. c :- Iy released Primary Leaving-Exam- : He saidthe'schoolhas 61 teamers,of 
capitation grants, ~here the govern- L -weekend coaching, which charges con~ L- The ~fur:ther indK:.ated ; inations . • This highlig!lts ~ persis:.L whom only 35 aJ!'!~,th!:.~einm~~ ,."- . 
ment pays OQ Shs20,OOO per earn- 1 trave~~ the Ed1,lqltion Act of 2008 and ': that aoo~,1I6Apercent; reinale : tent gaps ill resources,supervlSlon:aIiii L -payroTI. "The otlimare prua:tlirOugh 
erperye<U: j thep~entialdii-ectives. 1 pupilsdrOpoot~foiecom: -. i ~uriitysupport . 'f fimdscontributedbyparents-m¥ler,the 

However,thebishopnoted that many j Mr JohriBaptistNambeshe,theMem- f pleting P.7,comparedto 442- ] Out of 7,000 PLE candidates; 782 pu< PTA~Ghes;Ud. ·~'-·-
.. .· ~chools in.:nu:a1areas face .significant·i _beroofParliamentfol" ~iya Constit-_! "~fOr--~ .~~' ~ _ - , ...:1 .pils-attam~ Divisi9R One.· Division ~ , l!residenLMusevElI# ~w'hUbneet-

staffing challenges-that require paren- l uency, Bududa District, reveal~ that j . - j Two 3n.d Three accoUIJ-ted for the ma- ; ing youth leaders- at Mbale'Second-
--tal ooiitiffiutions tOmTtlie gaps:-- - ~ for-scliOOTs Where- parents OOntriD~ ----- ~ JOIity ofPupn:s,--wliiIe 87S-were mDiVi:-~-3fy SC1iOOf m 2OUailc[dUring liiS~-

"In some cases, schools may have 50 : towards their 9rildren's education in j i sion Four, 945 were ungraded, and 66 ! paigns blamed the high dropout of 
teachers who are on the government : government-aided institutions perfor- : money; ; did not sitthe exam. : learners in government aided schools 

- '. payroll. Parental -contributions help. ~ Inan~ greatly,improved. ! Mr Nambeshe noted that cmy fees ' -~ . Mr Kassim Nru:nqgali~ the outgoing : .in. the 'country-to extra, charges im-
bridge this gap by enabling schools. to : ,He cited examples of government : paid by parentS are agreed upon during [ MbaIe-City mayor, note<] that during : posed bY the.head'teaChers in conniv­
pay non.payroll teaChers arid support i schools in the centralregi.on, where par- . i Parent-Teacher AsSociation (PTA) meet-: i benchmarking visits to regionS such • ance WithPaient-Teachers AssociationS . 

~ ~cture development,"he said. ' ents contribute significant amounts of i' ings? whe~ stakeholders decide on a j as the west and central, strong s~ool i (PTA). ~ . 
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I am rrotfightingfor the Yiira state, says OmusingaMumbere 
.. 

BY MOUREEN BIIRA Kampala. where.he had been residing . Caution.. State, while others say the Yrira Repub- . "Ourcu1ture,~e,andevennam-
. ~ since December 2025 after undergoing : let us avQi:d traps that lie, what is that? We are not fighting for : ing are similar. Despite this separation, 

KASESE. Omusinga Charles Wesley : specialised medical treatment in Istan- i could cost our lives. such things." [' the cultural and linguistic ties between 
Mumbere Iremangoma of Rwenzuru- : bul; Turkey, where he had been since !.' Some ...-..nle are 'Using !. the Ba"'t"<> and the Banande e remain 
ru kingdom has diSmiSsed claims that i OctOber 2025. i inooc:nt~ peop e Reaffinningcultural identity , stroU;~-

. he or his cultural institution is pursuing : He reminded his subjects that the gov- : ~ wrgng purposes. In his address, the monarch stressed ! He also spoke of the distortion of the 
the creation of a so-called Yrira State or i ernment already recognised Ob'usinga : What haPPened atihe that the mission of the Rwenzururu : original identity and language of his 
Yiira Republic. [ Bwa Rwenzururu (OBR) as a legitimate : palace [his royal palace' Kasese] Kingdom is centered on safeguarding ! people, saying the name "Bakonzo" is 
In a strong cautionary message, the ! . cultural institution, warning them ! in 2016 did" not just haPpen; it was and revivingthe original identity of the ! not the autheritic community des~ 
Omus~g~ w~e~?is subject& against : a~ainst being misled by people with : influenced by people from outside. Bayira people,not enga~ng in politicaJ. ! tion but a nickname with negative con-
engagmg m activities that could dest- ! hidden agendas; : and itle6to alOt~fsufferin~- or separatist agendas. i notations. 
abilise peace in the Rwenzori sub-re- i Omusinga criticised individuals un- : omu.anaa 0barteI. w.~ ~ He reflected on the historical division i He said the name "Bakonzo"W3$ de-
gion underthe guise of pursuing the so- : known to him who, over the years,have j. bere~pfRwenzururu . oftheBayira during the colonial period, : rived from a Kiswahi1i word'Mgo$a,' 
called Yrra Sta~ _ ~ con~ued to misrepresent the iI;tten- : kJnIdom" ~ , - . noting that the community was split :' meaning a sick person. "For how long. 

The Omusmgamade these remarks ' tions oftlle kingdom and the Bayira i • betwee~ different colonial adrninis- j willwe remain'sick'?" 
'On March 27,2026, while addressing his j (Bakonzo..speaking) people. : unity,andJieritage'ofthe Bakonzo_ ! trations. One side (commonly referred j He reminded his subjects that the gov-
subjects atRwenwri Square in Kasese ! He clarified that he is not involved in : "Obusmi~a RWeQiururu and the : to as the Bakonzo) was retained by the ; ernment already recognised QBR as a 
Town. . ~ ! any campaign advocating for the for- i -tiayira culture will never die until Je- i British in Uganda while the other was . i legitimate cultural institution, warn-

!fhey hart Q<>1"herert :>.t .1"he v.enllP to ! rr"I"non I"\~;l spn<>1"<>t.p d"tp savin I> hp i,,-: ~m:.~:mn n~hl"\rhr Fan chall~ 1 takpn Q"PT",-V f,he (lbnande) in the DR L in!> them against hAina misled b~ n e,Q: 
welcoyfte ~hn'M:1lal{;erh~~~tlln~fro~~rfl~ad~~~:ci~~~~gTh~W,'.j; ~t:O'fherr:y~ra: after the Y'illa tJcoAg't.7:n-'>f4f.~. · \.~t. .. '." .., "- . " .. ' ~ pl~-Wi.tllhldaen a;e~~' v, . .>J~ ... 
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