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City council approves service commission 
LIRA 
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Lira City Council has finally approved 
the service commission following a 
heated dispute among councillors. 

The five commission members were 
endorsed by a majority vote after 
being presented by mayor Sam Atul 
during a brief council meeting that 
lasted 23 minutes on Tuesday at Lira 
City Council Hall. 

The sitting, chaired . by deputy 
speaker Shakiia Among;' approved 
the reinstatement of' commission 
members whose term had expired in 
early January this year. , 

disrupt the process," she said. proposed Safia Akello Ocen 
Atul commended the commission as the PWDs representative, 

for its past performance and urged replacing Dickngai. This triggered 
members to maintain the same level a disagreement between PWDs 
of diligence and impartiality. councillor Mathew Omara and his 

He noted that the commission female counterpart, Rebecca Alwedo. 
would play a key role in recruiting Omara argued<that the nominee was 
staff for newly established and not known to the disability union and 
upgraded health centres, including would not effectively represent the 
those 'elevated to health centre IV interests of PWDs. 
status. Before the matter could be 

Coun<;illor James Omara Elem , resolved, Okwir raised concerns 
pointed out that the citY is the only . about the reappointment of Oyee. 
local"government in Lango sub-region ' He questioned whether Oyee could 
with . an active service commission, effectively serve as chairperson, 
warning that failure to operationalise while also holding the position of 
it would force the city to rely on other prime minister of the Lango Cultural 
districts for recruitment services. He Foundinion and acting Paramount 
urged the town clerk to promptly Chief following the death of Yosam 
forward the approved names to the Odur. 
Public Service Commission for formal The concerns sparked heated 

The reappointed commission is 
chaired by former United Nations 
diplomat Fred Ogwal Oyee, a position 
he previously held for four years. 

Other members include Joe Olang 
as urban authority representative, 
Johnson Okwir Dickngai representing 
persons with disabilities (PWDs) , 
Judith Anang as the female 
representative, and Rashida Adong 
Okech as an ordinary member. . 

Sarah Awor Agweri moved a 
motion for their approval, praising 
the team for serving their previous 
four-year term with fairness, integrity 
and diligence, without any reported 
corruption in the city's recruitment 
processes, adding that they deserved 
another term. 

of addressing a backlog of work, 
particularly the recruitment of health 
workers. She noted that government 
funds had already been allocated for 
the exercise and that time was limited. 

clearance. exchanges among councillors, with 

CONTROVERSY OVER NOMINATIONS 
The approval follows a tense council 
session on Monday that was abruptly 
adjourned by speaker Patrick 
Okwir after disagreements over the 
nominations. 

some suggesting that the speaker 
step aside over a potential conflict 
of interest. The escalating tensions 
forced Okwir to adjourn the session 
prematurely. 

Agweri high~ghted the urgency 

"Lira city's health department has 
a staffing gap of about 50% and this 
recruitment should be done quickly 
so that the financial year does not The dispute began when Atul 

The matter was later resolved during 
Tuesday's sitting, paving the way fQr 
the approval of the commission. 

Govtloses Up to 50% of drugs supplied , 

MBARARA 
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The National Drug Authority 
(ffl)A) has closed 75 drug 
outlets and impounded 250 
boxes of assorted medicines 
worth sh70m during a week­
long enforcement operation in 
the southwestern sub-region. 

Speaking at a press 
conference at the NDA regional 
offices in Mbarara City, the 

. authority's public relations 
manager, Abiaz Rwamwiri, 
said the affected outlets were 
operating in unauthorised, 
substandard and unlicensed 
premises. 

He added .many of the 
drug shops were employing 
unqualified personnel 
to handle and dispense 
medicines. . 

"Such practices pose 
serious health risks, including . 
treatment failure, misuse of 
drugs and the development 
of antimicrobial resistance," 
Rwamwiri said. 

The operation targeted 
illegal drug outlets, leading to 
the arrest of one individual, 
Ronald Alwine, who was 
found in possession of 
government medical supplies 
and unclassified drugs at his 
shop. 

Rwamwiri identified Alwine 
as the proprietor of Katamba 
Human Drug Shop in Ibanda 
district and said he will be 

- ' 

NDA spokesman Rwamwlrl 

charged with illegal possession 
of government medical stores. 

"This enforcement action 
aligns with NDA's mandate 
to protect and promote public 
health through · effective 
regulation of human and 
animal medicines, as well as 
other healthcare products, H 

Rwamwiri said. 
He also urged all operators 

of unlicensed premises to 
immediately cease operations 
,until they meet the required 
licensing standards. 

UP TO 50% OF DRUGS LOST 
Rwamwiri revealed that the 
Government is losing between 
40% and 50% of drugs 
supplied to public health 
facilities, largely due \() theft. 

He said much of the stolen 
medicine is diverted by 
health workers in government 
facilities, noting that the vice is 
widespread across the country. 

"It is highly concealed. We 
need to deploy extensive 
intelligence to break this chain. 
There is a lot of money involved 
in this illegal practice," he said. 

Over the past five years, 
Rwamwiri noted that the 
authority has recovered drugs 
worth more than sh50b. 
However, he added that this 
represents less than 10% of 
the total quantity believed to 
have been stolen. 

Alfred Akali Ayom, the 
NDA's senior inspectoJ of 
drugs enforcement, adVised 
operators whose drugs were 
impounded to report to the 
Southwestern Regional Office 
in Mbarara for guidance on 
compliance. 

Richard Kirigwajjo, the 
NDA's regulatory officer for 
southwestern, called on district 
authorities; particularly those 
responsible for human and 
animal health, to take a leading 
role in combating the illegal 
sale of drugs and the operation 
of unlicensed outlets. 

Responding to c.oncerns 
about persistent non­
compliance, Rwamwiri said the 
challenge is driven by the high 
demand for medicines and the 
significant profits involved in 
the illicit trade. 

The Authority also reminded 
drug shop and . pharmacy 
operators that the 2026 
licensing cycle for new 
applications and renewals is 
currently ongoing. 

Members of the 'Public 
have been urged to purchase 

. medicines only from licensed 
pharmacies and drug shops 
and to report suspected drug-
related crimes. • 

KIRYANDONGO DISTRICT LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
PROCUREMENT AND DISPOSAL ENTITY 

P. O. BOX 137, KIUGUMBA 

A. Framework Contracts 
1. Supply of Accountable stationery, stationery and 

reading materials . 
2. Supply of batteries, tyres, fixing and Wheel 

Balancing 
3. Petroleum products and Lubricants 
4. Maintenance of Office Equipment (Computers, 

Printers, Photocopiers) 
5. Cold Chain Maintenance Services 
6. Cesspool Emptier Services 
7: Cleaning Services for Kiryandongo General 

_ Hospital 
8. Maintenance of Air Conditioners 
9. Generator repair and Maintenance 
10. Repair & Maintenance of motor vehicles & Cycles 
11 . Catering services 
12. Printing, art and design services 
13. Hire of Road Equipment 

B. SUPPLIES: 
1. Cleaning equipment and materials 
2. Agricultural supplies (Veterinary and Crop) 
3. Supply of construction materials (Culverts, marram, 

Sand, Cement, Aggregate, Etc.) 
4. Drugs, laboratory equipment, hospital equipment, 

reagents, chemicals and medical sundries 
5. Supply of Generators, Electrical and Solar 

equipment 
6. ICT equipment (computers, laptops, photocopiers, 

printers, software, stilbilizers, flash discs, antivirus 
and video cameras etc) 

7. Supply of motorcycles, tri cyCles and accessories 
8. Fumiture and Fittings . 
9. Uniforms, curtains, protective wear, carpets and 

sanitary bins 

10. Tractor and Garbage Collecting Equipment 
11. Supply of Air Conditioners and Installation 

c. SERVICES: 
1. Advertising and Media 
2. Auctioning services 
3. Deep Borehole Siting and Drilling Supervision 

Consultancy services 
4. Feasibility study and design of Solar Powered 

Piped Water Supply Systems 

D. Works: 
1. Electrical, solar, and Plumbing Installation works 
2. Construction and renovation of Permanent 

Buildings, Fencing, Slaughter slabs, Garbage, 
Toilets and others 

3. Deep borehole and production well drilling and 
installation 

4. Construction of solar piped water systemj 

Bidding documents shall be issued at the Procurement 
and Disposal Unit after remittance of nonrefundable 
worth UGX 100,0001= strictly through Integrated 
Revenue Administration System (IRAS). Contact 
the District Cashier on 0771-408130 for generation 
of PRN code receipt 

Publishing date April 2, 2026 
Closing dat!l April 23, 2026 

Anselm Kyaligonza 
The Chief Administrative Officer 

Kiryandongo District Local Govemmel!t 


