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GOVT SUSPENDS OPEN­
DOOR REFUGEE POLICY 

By Ivan. Tsetienl ABOUT ..... _ ....... ...... "' ................ .............. ...... .. ..... . 

Govel1llIl,ent has temporarily 
suspended its long-standing 
Pril1l1l' Fade Refugee 
Recognition policy, citing 
s:oncerns that the framework 
risked being misused amid a 
drastic decline in daily refugee 
arrivals, Officials say the sharp 
drop in inflows has made the 
policy less necessary, prompting 
a shift toward more controlled 
and individualised processing 
of asylum seekers. 

The Prima Facie policy, introduced during periods of 
mass arrivals, allowed asylum seekers from specific 
countries to be autorT)atically granted refugee status 
without undergoing ;n~ividual status determination 
processes. Uganda has for decades operat~d this policy, 
one of the most progressive globally, and currently hosts 
over 1.9 million refugees primarily from South Sudan, the 
Democratic Republic of Congo and Burundi. 

The Minister of State 
for Disaster Preparedness 
and Refugees, Lillian Aber, 
confinned the development, 
noting that the policy, once 
critical in managing mass 
influxes, has become less 
relevant under current 
conditions, 

"We are responding to realities 
on the ground," Aber said in 
an interview, 'The numbers 
have significantly.reduced and 
our systems can now manage 
arrivals on a case-by-case basis 
without invoking the Pn'ma 
Fade framework." 

Aber was' presiding over 
the 25th annual steering 
Comprehensive Refugee 
Response Framework meeting 
held at the Sheraton Hotel 

KCl1llpala last week. 

NEXT MOVES 
Aber said the government 
remains committed to refugee 
protection even as it recalibrates 
its approach. 

'This is not about closing 
. our borders," she emphasised, 
"It is about using the most 
appropriate tools for the current 
situation while maintaining our 
humanitarian obligations." 

As Uganda navigates this 
transition, the focus is expected 
to shift toward strengthening 
long-term integration and 
resilience for refugees 
already within its borders, 
an effort that will require 
sustained collaboration among 
government, donors and local 
communities. 

"Since November last year, we 
have seen daily inflows drop 

from about 1,000 individuals to 
fewer than 20, Such numbers 
can be effectively managed 
through regular refugee status 
determination procedures," 
said Patrick Okello, the 
Commissioner for Refugees in 
the Office of the Prime Minister. 

He emphasised that the 
suspension is temporary and 
subject to review, should the 
circumstances change, 

UGANDA COMMENDED 
Humanitarian . partners have 
largely welcomed the move, 
describing it as a sign of 
improved stabiHty in the 
region while urging continued 
vigilance and support for 
existing refugee populations. 

Jason Hepps, representing 
the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees, 
said Uganda's decision reflects 
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both progress and the need for 
evolving strategies. 

'lbis is a positive 
development that indicates 
reduced pressure.at the borders. 
We commend the Government 
of Uganda for its adaptive and 
responsible approach to refugee 
management," Hepps said. 

However, he cautioned 
against complacency, stressing 
the importance of sustainable 
support systems. 

Jan Sadek, the Ambassador 
of European Union to Uganda, 
also praised Uganda's 
continued openness to refugees, 
describing the country as a 
model for refugee protection 
globally. 

"Uganda has demonstrated 
remarkable leadership 
in refugee management. 
As partners, we remain 
committed to supporting both 
the Government and host 
communities to ensure dignified 
living conditions for refugees," 
said Signe Winding Albjerg, the 
Danish Ambassador to Uganda. 

ARE WE SAFE? 
Uganda's refugee response 
model has histOrically depended 
on donor funding, which has in 
recent years faced significant 
shortfalls. Officials and partners 
alike warn that declining global 
humanitarian financing could 
strain social services in refugee-

I 
hosting distriGts, 

In northern Uganda's Yum e 
district, one of the largest 
refugee-hosting areas, local 
leaders say reduced aid is 
posing challenges to bo 
refugees and host population . 

"Life haS become increasin y 
difficult; food rations have be n 
cut, access to basic services is 
shrinking and opponuniti s 
for livelihoods are limited. Bo 
refugeeS and host communities 
are struggling," said Mosrs 
Lomuron, the district's refugfe 
welfare committee chairpersop. 
He warned that with t 
sustained investment, 
progress made over the y 
could be reversed. 
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Pid YQu know that broadcasting 
content on your TikTok account can be 
jX)nsidered an offence? 

Mabirizi charged with broadcasting on TikTok without a licence 
Yesterday, lawyer Hassan Male 

Mabirizi was charged with the offence 
which attracts a jail term not exceeding 
10 years on conviction. 

The 39-year-old had hoped to regain 
his freedom, following the nullification 
of the provisions of the Computer 
Misuse (Amendment) Act of 2023 by 
the Constitutional Court last month 
under which he was charged. 

In a letter dated March 18, the 
. Attorney General, Kiryowa Kiwanuka, 
had also advised the prosecution to 
terminate all proceedings emanating 
.from the nullified law, which gave 
Mabirizi hope for freedom.. 

However, immediately after the office 
of the Director of Public Prosecutions 
(DPP) dropped the charges of 
spreading. malicious informali4>n 
and hate speech that were affected 
by the nullified law (provisions of 
the Computer Misuse Amendment 
Act), he was freshly slapped with two 
new charges, including broadcasting 
content on his TikTok account without 
a licence. 

The offence is drawn from sections 

28(1) and (2) of the Uganda 
Communications (UCC) Act. 

THE CHARGES 
Mabirizi is accused of broadcasting 
fake news on his TikTok account in 
which he allegedly stated that Chief 
Justice Dr Fiavian Zeija and Justice of 
the Court of Appeal Musa Ssekaana 
are corrupt judicial offi.cers. 

"\ 

According to the charge sheet, 
Mabirizi via his TikTok account 
allegedly 

published an audio-visual news 
story wherein he stated that Chief 
Justice Zeija is a conman and corrupt 
file grabber who allegedly sold 
his property to pay a bribe for his 
appointment as a Principal Judge. 

Justice Zeija joined the Judiciary 
in 2016 following his appointment 
as a judge of the High Court by the 
President on the recommendation of 
the Judicial Service Commission. Three 
years later, in De.cember 2019, he was 
elevated to the pOSition of Principal 
Judge. 

In February last year, Zeija was 
appointed Deputy Chief Justice, a role 
he held until January 21, this year when 

he assumed office as ChiefJustice, 
replacing Alfonse Owiny-Dollo 

who hung up his robes 
January18 this year 
upon attaining 
the mandatory 
retirement age of 70. 

On the charge 
of publishing fake 

'HHO IS MABII~IZI? 
Hassan Male Mabirizi was born in 1987 to the late Mohammed 
Mutumba and the late Mastula Ndwaddewazibwa of Mukono 
district. He holds a bachelor's degree in Law from Makerere 
University. Mabirizi came int,5> the limelight when he dragged 
the Kabaka of Buganda, Ronald Muwenda M,utebi II, to court for 
what he descJjbed as the illegal collection of land fees known I 
as Busulu from those occupying land in Buganda. Since then, 
he has dragged to court a number of high-profile people in the 
country, in addition to critiquing them on social media platforms 
in a way tl)at some argue degrades them. . 

news, prosecution alleges that on 
the same day, Mabirizi, via the same 
TikTok account, published an audio­
visual news story wherein he stated 
that Justice of the Court of Appeal 
Musa Ssekaana is also a conman. 

The offence is drawn from section 
11O(e) of the UCC licensing Regulations 
of 2019. 

DECLINES TO TAKE PLEA 
When asked to take a plea by the 
preSiding chief magistrate, Ritah 
Neumbe Kidasa, Mabirizi declined, 
accusing her of bias. 

i 
Mabirizi has been -ordered to qle 

a formal application giving reasors 
why the chief magistrate should 
disqualify herself froQl the case. He 
was accordingly remanded unt:il APril 
15 when he will reappear in court. I 

Mabirizi was arrested in February 
this year following a viral video. ItIe 
was arraigned in court on February 11.7 
and he remains on remand to date 

Commenting on the situati n, 
Uganda Law Society vice-presid$t 
Anthony Asiimwe described ¢e 
development as persecution to ,!q.ose 
with dissenting views. 


