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Teenage pregnancy should
not end a girl’s education

[~ ach year,millions of
| Ugandan children
start Primary One, yet
over 60 percent leave
before completing primary
school.

By the end of secondary ed-
ucation,a further 25 percent
have dropped out, with girls
disproportionately affected.

These are not just statistics;
they represent lost potential,
reduced life chances,and di-
minished national produc-
tivity.

Teenage pregnancy isama-
Jjor driver of this crisis. Ugan-
da has one of the highest ad-
olescent birth rates in Africa.
Approximately 24 percent of
girls aged 10 to 19 have experi-
enced pregnancy;translating
10 1,000 teenage pregnancies
everyday

For many, pregnancy marks
an abrupt end to educa-
tion,accompanied by stig-
ma, health risks,and adult re-
sponsibilities for which they
are unprepared. Only about a
third of adolescent mothers
returnto school after child-
birth.

The consequences extend
beyond individual girls. When
a girl drops out, Uganda los-
es human capital, future pro-
fessionals,entrepreneurs,and
leaders.

Each additional year of edu-

' Govemment, de—
1velepment part-

cation significantly increases
agirl's earning potential and
her ability to contribute to her
family and the economy. Keep-
ing girlsin school must there-
fore remain anational pri-
ority.

Through the Gender for
Development Uganda Pro-
gramme, the Government
of Uganda,supported by the
European Union under the
broader Team Europe Initia-
tive for social inclusion,and
implemented with Unicef
and partners, is addressing
the structural barriers that
push girls out of school.

Thisinitiative brings togeth- ~ :
er European Union member
states and partners around a
shared commitment to equity,
inclusion,and human capital
developmentin Uganda.

The programme recognis-
es that girls are pushed out of
school by intersecting chal-
lenges including poverty,
harmful gender norms, ear-
ly marriage, pregnancy,ex-
ploitation,and weak protec-
tion systems.Its cash plus ap-
proach combines financial
support with mentorship,life -

. skills,sexual and reproductive

health referrals,and commu-
nity engagement.

Importantly,early imple-
mentation is already deliv-
ering results. We have seen
schools participating in the
programme report improved
enrolment, retention,and re-
duced dropout among sup-
ported girls.

In some cases,nearly all ben-
eficiaries have returned for
subsequent school terms,
demonstrating strong conti-
nuity once financial barriers
are addressed. Girls and their
families consistently report
that without this support;
they would not be able to af-
ford school fees or essential
learning materials. These ear-

* ly outcomes show that when

financial support is combined
with mentorship and services,
vulnerable girls are far more
likely to stay in school.

However, no single pro-
gramme can solve this chal-
lenge alone.

Sustained progress requires
collective action. Government,
development partners,civ-

il society, the private sector,
and communities must work
together to address the root
causes of teenage pregnancy
and school dropout.

This includes expanding
comprehensive sexuality edu-
cation,improving access to ad-
olescent-friendly health ser-
vices,strengthening child pro-
tection systems, and ensuring
that schools are safe,inclusive,
and supportive of pregnant
girls and young mothers.

Uganda’s youthful popula-
tion is one of its greatest as-
sets.But this demographic div-
idend can only be realised if
the country invests in its girls,
ensuring they can delay child-
birth,complete their educa-
tion,and participate fullyin
economic and social life.

Teenage pregnancy should
not define a girP’s future. With
theright policies, partner-
ships,and investments, Ugan-
da can ensure that every girl
not only starts school but stays
in school and thrives.

Uganda’s future liesinits
classrooms.Every girl deserves
her place in them.
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