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QUOTE OF 
THE DAY 

'Bishop of Ruwenzori Diocese, Rt Rev Reuben Kisembo on national healing and 
reconciliation: "I want to specifically send an Easter message to His Excellency [President 
Museveni], asking him to forgive all pol~tical prisoners," 

EDITORIAL 

We need to pay heed to . 
school security guidelines 

U
gandans are still coming to terms with the horrific 
scenes that unfolded at Ggaba Early Childhood Devel-

. opment Program School in Makindye Division, Kam-
pala City, on Thursday, when a male suspect brutally • 

~b~dandkill~dfu~cM~ 
The suspect disguised Illplself as a parent looking for admis­

sion for his child. He was welcomed and taken through the ad­
mission process. 

Two days later,he packed four kitchen knives and visited the 
school again. He walked past the school gate with ease and 
even entered the administration block without any security 
checK. 

After paying Shs180,OOO for the admission,he stepped out­

Tbeissue: 
School security. 

Our view: 
Thursday's 
unfortunate 
incident -reminds 
us that the . 
government now 
has the burden 
to ensure that 
the security 
guidelines 
are actually 
implemented. 

side, locked the gate, and began attack­
ing children one after another, leaving 
four dead. 

Teachers quickly raised the alarm, . 
prompting the suspect to attempt an 
escape. However, he was apprehend­
ed by a security guard from the nearby 
Ggaba Community Church. 

Angry residentf> set a fire at the scene 
in protest after security· operatives res­
cued the suspect. Security personnel, 
including police and army officers, 
were forceq to fire warning shots into 
the air to disperse the crowd. 

The Inspector General of Police (IGP), 
Abas Byakagaba, who rushed to the 
scene moments after receiving reports 
of the attack,called for calm as security 
operatives conduct investigations. Po­
lice are yet to establish the motive of 
the attack. 

The incident raises questions about the safety of children at 
school. Following the numerous schqol fires that caused loss 
of precious lives and properties, the government in 2022 is­
sued stringent guidelines for schools to follow, which includ­
ed security policies. 

Some of the guidelines include drawing up and implement­
ing safety and security measures, having controlled access to 
premises by putting in place a secure and non-porous p6;me­
ter fence high enough to prevent illegal entry and exit,guards 
at schools,restricted entry to key installations such as student 
dormitories, kitchen, water sources, and food stores. 

Unfortunately, issuing guidelines is not all there is. Thurs­
day's unfortunate incident reminds us that the government 
now has the buroen to ensure that the guidelines are actually 
implemented and in a meaningful way. 

However, ensuring the safety of children in schools cannot 
~ left to the governinent only, after ali,it is our children's lives 
at stake here. Learners, parents and every other stakeholder 
should ~ encouraged to blow the whistle on any school that 
does not follow the said guidelines. 

For years, police has ~ warning owners of educational fa­
cilities to implement security guidelines. Key among them is 
ensuringthateverypersonaccessingthepremisesissearched 
to ensure that he or she hasn't turned up with deadly weap­
ons. The incident at Makindye reminds us of the importmce 
offollowing the guidelines. 

Our commitment to you 
We pledge: 
• To be accurate and fair in all we do. 
• To be respectful to all in our pursuit of the truth. 
• To refuse to accept any compensation beyond that 

provided by Monitor Publicatrons Ltd. for what we do in 
our news gathering and decision-making. 

Further, we aSK that we be informed whenever you feel 
that we have fallen short in our attempt to keep these 
commitments. 

--

Cartoon. Each Lions ofTeranga player has received a victory bonus of Shs500m from 
the Senegal head of state. 
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From Mabel to Eddie Mutwe: 
Rising waters, 'a sinking nation 

Peeping panties, a hberal magazine, 
and a conservative nation. Mabel. Chic 
Magazine.And a Uganda where peep­
ing panties were ~ abomination. 

When the magazine (1996 or 1997) was pub­
lished, with the cover girl seated,fully dressed, 
but with panties peepingjust a little bit, the en­
tire nation was engulfed in a huge uproar. 

There were calls for Makerere University to 
dismiss a student who had clearly crossed a red 
line.Looking back, Ugandans today will won­
derwhat all the hullabaloo was about,since, 
years down UIe road, we got tabloid papers 
withnot only pictures of naked girls,but ofpeo­
pie actually having sex.Front page,full colour, 
thank you! And ~ lJf;mdans casuaIlypass 
sex videos and nudes around, with a dear con­
science.No problem at all. 

The Mabelmoment-small as it may seem­
was really about a society that had drawn its 
moral lines ... and how quickly those lines can 
move. Did society change? Did standards col­
lapse? Or did tolerance expand? Big questions, 
but which should draw our attention to broad­
erissues. 

There was a time when life was precious in 
Uganda - where the slightest whiff of violence 
would bring security forces running to help and 
the entire society up in arms. Now people are 
abducted~innumberl.ess"Drone"vans. We 
lookthe otherway.Tb.ey are held without due 
process,in ungazetted places - no problem. 

Like in the notorious Eddie Mutwe case, a man 
is tortured - and. the nation is treated to regtF 
lar broadcasts of the torture, with vivid descrip­
tions ofhis djstress,complete with pictures! OUt 
here,lifestill continues nonnally.People eat 
their food, go to theirjobs,and take their chil­
dren to schoolAn anny General tells the pub­
licthe captive is learning a new language in his 
basement - and people are silent-

A nation dies the way a 
great ship siI$s. Slowly 
by slowly! 

We evenjoke about it "Which colour of 
dronewould you like to come pick you up?" 
'TIl. send you to learn anew language in 
some basement-" And weroarwithlaugh~ 
and pass thejoke arounciAnd when some 
of these captives, whose stories are public 
knowledge, get into court, the magistrates 
andjudges,fully aware of every detail of 
their stories, quickly remand them. They ig­
nore their pleas for justice. They ignore the 
clear provisions of the Human Rights En­
forcement Act. 
In a nation that still remembers the mean­

ing of justice, a fit and proper judicial officer 
does not wait timidly for permission-tbey 
proceed SIlO motu (court moving on its own 
motion),stirted by conscience and anchored 
in law. Those in power are clearly stealing 
public funds,living beyond their known 
means - and wm okaywith itJnvestors un­
derpay our people and treat them like dogs 
at work,no problem.Seanity agencies are 
~ abused - used to settle personal scores, 
no problem. We have nonnalised everything 
that kills nations.. Wf!venormalised abduc­
tions, torture,QPPreSSion,stolen elections, 

killings,corruption,name it! 
A nation dies the way a greatship sinks. 

Pole pole - mpola mpoJa. Slowly by slowly! 
At first,ifsjust a small hole in the ship's 

bottom. The water seeps in,not in torrents, 
but in a trickle. And the p~ngers-edu­
cated, articulate, reasonable-look at it and 
shrug. 

National collapse is a process- it ~ 
with the patient, methodical erosion of the 
moral spine of a people_Institutions do not 
fail overnight; they are weakened,compro­
mised,negotiated into irrelevance. 

The Judiciary becomes cau.tious where it 
should ~ courageous. Parliament becomes 
compliant where it should ~ defiant-The 
citizen becomes silent where he should ~ 
loud 
And all the while, the water is rising - as 

we're busy adjusting to decline. We call it 
"stability."We call.it"peace. "We call it"mov- . 
ingon." 

We'll wake one daywben ifs too late, when 
the conversation is no longer about repair of 
theship,butescape.Lifeboatsarelowered. 
The wealthy and the connected find pas­
sage.. The rest cling to debris, to memory,to 
hope.But here lies the cruellest paradox of 
all: When the ship is your country, there is 
nowhere to escape to. 

This ship can still ~ saved, but doing so de­
mands citizens who refuse to normalise de­
cay; people who reco~ that injustice tol­
erated becomes irijustice entrenched. Pro­
pIe who appreciate that a stitch in time 
saves nine! 

Ah, Uganda! The water is rising. The ship is 
sinking. Ugandans are silent-

I Mr Tegulle is an advocate of the High Court 
of Uganda I gtegl,liie@gmail.com 
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