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Joint editorial tomark
World Press Freedom Day

ree press is a public good that must be protected. The

highlight of the World Press Freedom Day 2026 will be a

global conference on May 4-5 May in Lusaka, Zambia. Un-

der the theme‘Shaping a Future at Peace, the conference
will offer a critical moment to reaffirm the critical role of 2
free press in society.*’

For the Ugandan medra, the day should be a collectivereflec-
tion and a shared recommitment to speak with one voice to
affirm a simple but profound truth: a free,independent and
responsible press is indispensable to Uganda’s future.

This day is a reminder that press freedom must be defend-
ed and practised with courage, professionalism and humility.
In a rapidly changing media and social environment, the re-
sponsibility on journalists, editors, publishers, owners, regu-
lators, advertisers, audiences and institutions has never been
greater. :

At its core, journalism exists to serve
The issue: public interest. It informs citizens so
feorded they can make decisions about their
lives, their communities and their
country. It provides a platform for di-
verse voices. It documents history as
it unfolds. It scrutinises power, high-
: lights injustice, celebrates achieve-
<5 ments and gives visibility to those of-
ten unseen.

In Uganda,the mediasits at the inter-
section of competing pressures: polit-
ical, economic, technological and so-
cial. Navigating these pressures while
remaining faithful to truth and fair-
ness is not easy. But this difficulty does
not diminish our duty.

A society that values development,
stability and dignity must also value
the free exchange of information and ideas. When journalism
is weakened through fear, misinformation, self-censorship, or
economic strangulation, the public is the ultimate loser.

Media is operating in a time of profound change. Digital plat-
forms have expanded access to information and lowered bar-
riers to publication. Social media has amplified voices that
were previously excluded. At the same time, these changes
have blurred the line between journalism and unverified con-
tent, between editorial judgment and algorithmic amplifica-
tion.

Disinformation, hate speech and coordinated manipulation

thrive in environments where trust in credible journalismis

undermined- This makes professional media more necessary
than ever.

Accuracy, verification, context and accountability are values
that distinguish journalism from noise. Yet professional jour-
nalism does not exist in a vacuum. It requires supportive con-
ditions: legal protections, economic viability, access to infor-
mation, physical safety and public trust. World Press Freedom
Day is, therefore, also about examining whether these condi-
tions are being strengthened or eroded.

Journalism carries risks. Reporters face intimidation, har-
assment, online abuse, arbitrary arrest and physical violence.
Editors are pressured. Media houses are threatened economi-
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Our commitment to you

We g

® To be accurate and fairin all we do.

® To be respectful to all in our pursuit of the truth.

® To refuse to accept any compensation beyond that
provided by Monitor Publications Ltd. forwhat we doin
our news gathering and decision-making.

Further, we ask that we be informed whenever you feel

that we have fallen short in our atternpt to keep these

commitments.
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