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, QUOTE OF 
THEDAV 

, Junior Education minister Chrysostom Muyingo: 'The ministry is going to inject a lot of money 
in infrastructure development in the coming Budget.procurement of the necessary materials is also 
going to be one of the things where we are going to spend a lot of government money on." 

EDITORIAL 

Joint editorial to mark 
World Press Freedom Day 

F
ree press is a public good that must be protected. The 
highlight of the World Press Freedom Day 2026 will be a 
global confere~ce on May 4-5 May in Lusaka, Zambia Un­
der the theme'Shaping a Future at Peace, the conference 

will offer a critical moment to reaffirm the critical role of 11 
free press in society. c ' , 

For the Ugandan media, the day should be a collecmve reflec­
tion and a shared recommitment to speak with'onevoice to 
affinn a simple but profound truth: a free, independent and 
responsible press is indispensable to Uganda's future. 

This day is a reminder that press freedom must be defend­
ed and practised with courage, professionalism and humility. 
In a rapidly changing media and social environment, the re­
sponsibility onjournalists, editors, publishers, owners, regu­
lators, advertisers, audiences and iristitutions has never been 
greater: 

The Issue: 
World Press 
Freedom Day. 

Our view: 
Today, U anda's 
media houses 
Jointly commit 
to uphold 
tl<e highest 
tandards of 

professional 
and ethical 
journalism. 

At its core,journalism exists to.serve 
public interest. It informs citizens so 
they can make decisions about their 
lives, their communities and their 
country. It provides a platform for di­
verse voices. It documents history as 
it unfolds. It scrutii$es power, high­
lights injustice, celebrates achieve­
ments and gives visibility to those of­
ten unseen. 

In Uganda, the media sits at the inter­
section of competing pressures: polit­
ical, economic, technological and so­
cial. Navigating these pressures while 
remaining faithful to truth and fair­
ness is not easy. But this difficulty does 
not diminish our duty. 

A society that values development, 
stability and dignity must also value 

the free exchange of information and ideas. Whenjournalism 
is weakened through fear,misinfonnation, self-censorship, or 
economic strangulation, the public is the ultimate loser. 

Media is operating in a time of profound change. Digital plat­
forms have expanded access to information and lowered bar­
riers to publication. Social media has amplified voices that 
were previously excluded. At the same time, these changes 
have blurred the line betweenjournalism and unverified con­
tent, between editorial judgment and algorithmic amplifica­
tion. 

Disinformation,hate speech and coordinated manipulation 
thrive in environments where trust in credible journalism is , 
undermined. This makes professional media more necessary 
than ever. 

Accuracy, verification, context and accountability are values 
that distinguishjgurnalism from noise. Yet professional jour­
nalism doeS not exist in a vacuurn.It requires supportive con­
ditions: legal protections, economic viability, access to infor­
mation,physical safety and public trust World Press Freedom 
Day is, therefore, also about examining whether these condi­
tions are being strengthened or eroded. 

Journalism carries risks. Reporters face intimidation, har­
assment, online abuse, arbitrary arrest and physical violence. 
Editors are pressured. Media houses are threatened ec~)llomi-

Continued on Page 11 

Our commitment to you 
We pledge: . 
• To be accurate and fair in all we do, 
• To be respectful to all in our pursuit of the truth, 
• To refuse to accept any compensation beyond that 

provided by Monitor Publications Ltd, for what we do in 
our news gathering and decision-making. 

Further, we ask that we be informed whenever you feel 
that we have fallen short in our attempt to keep these 
commitments. 

Cartoon. A swarm of bees last week invaded Mbale High Court and disrupted 
proceedings. 

, 
111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 1111111111111111111111111111111111111 111111 1111111111111111111111111111111111111 111111111111 1111111 1111111111111 1111111IIIIIIIIII IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII III!IIII1111111111111111111111111111111111 

Norbert Mao vs Noble Mayombo: The 
presidential race fate denied' Ugandans 

M
oors paradise.Wheremanyofus 

dwelt Years ago. We believed hyenas 
could grow horts. We believed leop­

could change their spots. We 
even believed President Museveni would hand 
over power when his term expired. SUch naive­
ty! There was talk about a leadership 'queue'­
the next in line.Among Musevenrs peers, the 
mostlikelywas now former prime minister 
Amama Mbabazi.Respected,calm,influential, 
experienced, exposed,connec:ted,and polished, 
he certainly possessed the necessary gravitas 
for the office. He also had SOIlle really good hat­
ers,something which either helps a bit in these 
matters oris a confirmatory endorsement of 
leadership credentials. 

The second likely one, a generation lower (vva 
kubano bagundigundi), was the former Chief 
of Military Intelligence,Brig Noble Mayombo, 
bless his soulAs a Namilyango College student, 
when I heard that someone was giving our for­
mer head prefect,Norbert Mao,a hard time in 
the 1990 Makerere University guild presiden­
tial race,I wonderedjust how good that person 
could be.See,Mao had marshalled a winning 
campaign at Namilyango, with a display of elo­
quence and brilliance unseen before. He even 
went bed-to-bed,proclaiming, "Gentlemen, 
obey your conscience and vote forme". 

A political preacher with a golden tongile,Mao 
was unbeatable in debates and had floored the 
entire country inLiterature at both 0 andAlev­
els,nottomention emerging among the very 
best overall Gifted politician,anaturallead­
er:Inthe end,Mao beat MayombO in a thrilling 
contest that has not been matched since.No­
bodywas so naive as to think the story had end­
ed there.People were certain that it was only 
a dress rehearsal for amuch bigger prize: Mao 
andMayo~wouldface off again in a contest 

The chessboard was· ,'~ 
alive: two knights gli- . 
ding from different dia­
gonals. 

'for StateHouse. . 
Thesewerethe'leaetersoftomorrow',in 

a countrywh6Se new'revolutionary'PJ:esi­
dent had narrowed down the source of Afri­
ca's problem to leaders who overstay in poW- , 
er:In 1994,Mao and Mayombo,both lawyers, 
,ran for seats in the Constituent Assembly 
(CA).Mao lost to an old warhorse,Andrew 
Adimola,in Gulu Municipality. Mayombo, a 
favourite of the }>resident,easily made it to 
the CA as anAnny Delegate.But the two ri­
vals met again in the 6th Parliament (1!)96-
2001),Mayombo as a Uganda People's De­
fence Forces (UPDF) MP,andMao as GuluMu­
nicipality MP. 

It's Mao who made Gulu Municipality fa­
mous,politically.IfinallymetMayombo 
in 1996,at a press conference in KaIDp:Ua, 
which he addressed with the CUban ambas­
sadOl; condemning the United States for vi­
olating CUban aiIspace and stuft:They'd 
come preparedfor a routine touch·and-go,so 
theywerecaught nappingwhen a small,un­
knownjoumalistfroma small newspaper 
- ThePeople-spoiled thepartywitha bar­
rage ofunexpected and not-very-nice ques-

tions. I thought Mayombo would have me 
arrested, but he responded brilliantly.Artic­
ulate,dynamic,and charming. 

That's when I finally understood why May­
'ombo had given Mao a run for his money.Af­
terthe press conference,he came over,smil­
ing,shook my hand, and later,quietiy, be­
came one of my key sources. Mao was ris­
ing,excelling in Parliament - before opting 
outin 2006 to be chairperson, Gulu District, 
'no doubt tb gain executive experience. May­
ombo, too, was rising. Fast.President's ADC. 
Then head CMI. Then Permanent Secretary, 
Ministry of Defence. The chessboard was 
alive: two knights gliding from different di­
agonals towards the same square ... until fate, 
acting as ruthless grandmaster,removed 
one piece before checkmate! 

On May 1,2007 -exactly 19 years ago-
I was in a media workshop in a hotel in . 
Muyenga when Ken Lukwago of Radio One 
came and whispered in my eru:;"You won't 
believe this,Mayombo is dead."Heartbreak­
ing! I had been the last journalist to inter­
view Mayombo a short while earlier, on my 
then show on UBC Tv. He had been full of 
life,laughing,high on some fortified wines 
and whiskies,and devastatingly articulate. 
Afterthe show,in the parlcing area,he com­
plained that he was a'slave of the State'be­
cause it was denying him time with his wife 
and children.I asked ifhe was also unhap­
py abouthis pay cheque.At that, he laughed 
heartily andjumpedinto his waiting car. 
Mao is numing for Speaker ofParliament 
WhatifMayombo hadn't died? Rest you 
well,Noble,youleft:theracetooearlyl 

I MI'Tegulle is an advocate of the High Court 
of Uganda , gtegulle@gmail,com 
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