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Upholding the one-China principle 
O

n April 10, Xi Jinpirig, general 
secretary of the Communist 
Party of China (CPC) Cefltral 
Committee, met with Cheng Li­
wun, chairwoman of the Chinese 

Kuomintang (KMT) party, in Beijing. This 
meeting between the CPC and KMT leaders 
after 10 years is of great significance for 
developing relations between the two parties 
and across the Taiwan Strait. 

General Secretary Xi Jinping stressed that . 
no matter how the international landscape 
and me sitaation across the Taiwan Strait 
may evolve, the overarching trend toward the 
great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation will 
not change, and the prevailing momentum 
for the Chinese on both sides of the Strait 
to come together will not change. The CPC 
is willing to work with all political parties in 
Taiwan, including the KMT, as well as groups 
and people from all sectors, to strengthen 
exchanges and dialogue, promote peace across 
the Taiwan Strait, improve the well-being of the 
people and advance national rejuvenation, on 
the basis of the common political foundation of 
adhering to the 1992 Consensus and opposing 
"Taiwan indepertdence". 

Taiwan has belonged to China since ancient 
times. This statement has a sound basis in 
history and jurisprudence. Starting from 
the Song and Yuan dynasties; the imperial 
central governments of China, all set up 
administrative bodies to exercise jurisdiction 
overJTaiwan. In 1,894, Japan launched a war 
of aggression against China, and the defeated 
Qing government was forced to cede Taiwan to 
Japan. On August 15, 1945, with Japan's defeat 
in the war, the Japanese emperor announced 
Japan's unconditional surrender and undertook 
to carry out the provisions of the Potsdam 
Proclamation in good faith. On October 25, the 
Chinese government announced that it would 
resume the exercise of sovereignty over Taiwan, 
and held in Taipei a ceremony to accept 
Japanese surrender ih the Taiwan Province of 
the China theater. 

As a result of the civil war in China in the late 
1940s and the interference of external forces, 
the two sides of the Taiwan Straits have fallen 
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into a state of protracted political confrontation. 
But the sovereignty and territory of China have 
never been divided and will never be divided, 
and Taiwan's status as part of China's territory 
has never changed and will never be allowed 

. to change. 
The "Taiwan independence" is the greatest 

threat to peace in the Taiwan Strait. Lai 
Ching-te and the Democratic Progressive 
Party authorities in Taiwan stubbornly adhere 
to a separatist stance, deny the one-China 
principle, obstruct cross-Strait exchanges, rely 
on external forces to pursue separatism, and 
attempt to expand so-called "international 
space" for Taiwan. These actions run counter 
to the interests of people on 
both sides of the Strait and 
undermine regional peace 
and stability. 

Under the 
manipulation of the DPP 
authorities, cross-Strait 
exchanges have been 
seriously disrupted and 
reduced. The victims 
are not abstract political 
concepts, but ordinary 
people. 

The Taiwan question 
is entirely China's internal 
affair. It concerns China's 
sovereignty and territorial 
integrity, and brooks 
no external 
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interference. The international community 
has long reached a broad consensus on 
the one-China principle. United Nations 
General Assembly Resolution 27~8 restored 
all lawful rights of the People's Republic of 
China in the United Nations and recognised 
the representative of the Government of 
the People's Republic of China as the only 
lagitimate representative of China to the 
United Nations. This resolution settled, 
politically; legally and procedurally, the 
question of China's representation in the 
United Nations. 

Africa has always stood on the right side 
of history. African countries made important 
contributions to the United Nations General 
Assembly Resolution 2758. Today, the 
overwhelming majority of African countries 
adhere firmly to the one-China principle, 
which reflects Africa's consistent commitment 
to sovereignty, territorial integrity, non­
interference in internal affairs and 
international fairness and justice. . 

At the 2024 Beijing Summit of the Forum on 
China-Africa Cooperation, China, 53 African 
countries and the African Union Commission 

adopted the Beijing Declaration by 
consensus. In this important document, 

the African side reaffirmed its firm 
commitment to the one-China 
principle, reaffirmed that there is but 
one China in the world, that Taiwan 
is an inalienable part of China's 
territory, and that the Government of 
the People's Republic of China is the 
sole legal government representing the 
whole of China. 

The African side also firmly 
supported all efforts by the Chinese 

government to achieve national 
reunification. 
Uganda has been a steadfast friend and 

reliable partner of China. Since the 
establishment of diplomatic 

relations, the one­
China principle 

has remained 
the political 
foundation 

of China-Uganda relations. The Ugandan 
Government has consistently and clearly stated 
that Uganda opposes any attempt to create 
"two Chi~ or "one China, one Taiwan", 
opposes "Taiwan independence" in any form, 
and supports the efforts made by the Chinese 
government to realise national reunification. 

China highly appreciates Uganda's principled 
position. This pOSition is consistent with 
international law, the basic norms governing 
international relations and the shared aspiration 
of the Global South to safeguard sovereignty 
and oppose external interference. It also reflects 
the deep political trust between China and 
Uganda. 

Regrettably, only one African country still 
runs counter to the trend of history and 
maintains so-called "diplomatic relations" with 
the Taiwan authorities, and even.p rovides 
platforms for separatist forces and speak for 
Taiwan in international settings. 

Such actions are incompatible with the just 
position of the African continent, which firmly 
supports the ·one-China principle. We urge 
the relevant country to recognise the historical 
trend, return to the right path as early as 
possible, and stand with the overwhelming 
majority of the international community. 

China will continue to strive for peaceful 
reunification with the greatest sincerity and 
the utmost effort. At the same time, China will 
never allow anyone or any force to separate 
Taiwan from China in any way. Safeguarding 
national sovereignty and territorial integrity is 
the firm will of more than 1.4 billion Chinese 
people. 

China and Uganda, China and Africa, share a 
common belief: sovereignty must be respected, 
territorial integrity must be upheld, and justice 
must not be distorted by power politics. 
Standing firmly for the one-China principle is 
standing for international fairness and justice. 
It is also standing for peace, stability and the 
shared future of mankind. 

The writer is the C/large d'Affaires of the 
Embassy of 

the People's Republic of China in the 
Republic of Uganda 

111111111111111111111111111111111111111 III I I III II III 11111 III II 

I 
salute all the nurses and 
midwives on this occasion of the 

. International Day of the Midwife. 
We also appreciate the sacrifices 
the profession goes through, and 

the challenges faced in the provision 
of rriidwifery services in the country. 
I would wish to put it plainly that, it's 
a 'strong grip but with a weak Arm'. 
We need more power in this grip: 

strengthen midwives' leadership to fix Uganda's health system 

Leadership and governance of the 
sector. 

Over the years, the sector has 
evolved progressively to tackle 
the leadership and governance 
of this sector, but the 'grip' needs 

maternal well-being from pregnancy 
communication, childbirth and 'child 
health is in the hands of the firm grip 
of the midwives and the nurses: we 
only need to improve the grip. This 
has been a proven societal trust and 
trust for Government through policy. 

However, what has not been 
explicit is the mainstream leadership 

• and governance of the sector 
through laid down incorporation in 
the development of national health 
policy. 

senior leadership roles. 
Uganda, a member state, has taken 

greater steps in addressing this. 
Although the role of heads of nurses 
and midwives exists in most hospitals 
and facilities there is a need to 
strengthen it. This should come with 
a policy environment to strengthen it, 
empower the leaders, recognise their 
strategic role in h uman resources for 
health agenda, and expanding the 
contribution of nursing and midwifery 
towards achieving more resilient and 
equitable health systems. 

The implementation of this role 
is important to ensure that health 
poliCies take into account the 
experience of nurses and midwives. 

The WHA Resolution was specific in 
that it advocates for increase in female 
representation in leadership positions, 

-strengthen governance inhuman 
resources for health by establishing 
co-ordination between levels and 
inter-professional and inter-sectoral 
actions. It also looks at implementing 
actions and programmes that 
strengthen the regulatory framework, 
education and working conditions for 
the professionals. 

a firm support. 0 doubt that a 
bigger proportion of the services 
provided in the health sector are 
either directly or indirectly linked to 
n ursing and midwifery. The proviSion 
of care - whether promotive, 
preventive curative or rehabilitative 
- has been defining the sector.The 
administration of new technologies to 
care, for example, immunisation and 
survival strategy in early childhood; 

Let's draw our attention to the 
World Health Assemblv Resolution 
74.15 : Strengthening nursing and 
midwifery: Investments in education, 
jobs, leadership and service delivery. 
The resolution strongly urges member 
states to consider appointing heads 
of nurses and midwives in senior 
leadership in order to strengthen 
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Both public and private heads 
of nursing and mid\\ifery are 
professionals "''ith policy and 
management roles responsible for 
supporting government agenda 
in strengthening the nursing 
and midwifery workforce and 
providing leadership and advice. 
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Read the full version at 
www.newvision.co.ug 

The writer is t he director of 
Masaka Regional Referral 

Hospital 


