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HUl\Tel promises rIm 
ahead of Pearl debut 
Fresh Charge. Tanzanian rally ace Huwel arrives 
in Uganda with renewed ambition and a point 
to prove, targeting a strong start to his Africa 
Rally Championship campaign as he makes his 
long-awaited d~but at the Pearl of Africa Rally. 

BY JOHN BATANUDDE . :.' . 

ATAGLANCE 
Full Name: Ahmed Huwel 
Nationa lity: Tanzanian 
Born: Janua 4 1980 __ 

Co-=-d iver: Rahim Suleiman 
Car.:~ota GR Yaris Rail 2 
Team: Mkwawa Rally- Team 
C ' Driven: Subaru 1m reza 
N10. Ford Fiesta Proto / 
Proto Mk2. Toyota GR Yaris 
Rally2 (current) 

T
anzania rally champion 
Ahmed Huwel of Mkwa­
na R.<illY Team was the first 
foreign driver to arrive in 

Uganda ahead of the May 7-9 
Shell V-Power Pearl of Africa Ral­
ly in Mbarara. 

The Tanzanian who will be 
making his debut in this event 

He now rolls out his 202l) ARC 
title ambitions afresh, having 
joined the continental series 
late last year at the final round 
held on home soil in Tanzania. 
After testing his Toyota Yaris in 
Kiwawu in Mityana, the driver 
who is widely regarded as one 
of Tanzania's fastest and most 
accomplished rally drivers said 
that he had come to start his 
ARC title quest. 

Ready to race 
"I hear a lot about Ugandan 

motor rallying. The fans are 
amazing but away from that, we 
are here to compete for our first 
ARC points)" Huwel said. 

He mainly faces competition 
from Africa's defending cham­
pion Yasin Nasser of Uganda, 
navigated by Ali Katumba in 
the Moil Rally Team Ford Fiesta 
R5 'NEMO' .. Nasser clinched the 

2025 ARC crown . 
by a single point 
ahead of Kenya's 
Sarrunan Vohra in 

and also driving in 
Uganda for the first 
time, has promised 
to make it a memora­
ble experience by put­
ting up a good perfor­
mance. 

dramatic season 
ale. 

. Speed Steed. With pace and speed, Tanzanian ace Huwel is ready to 
lead the rally creed in Mbarara. PHOTO/JOHN BATAN UDDE 

Huwel, who drives 
a Toyota Yaris Ral­
ly2, missed out on the . 
World Rally Champi­
onship Safari Rally in Kenya in 
March, which was also regarded 
as the first round of the 2026 Af­
rica Rally Championship (ARC) 
event. 

The other driv­
ers .he will battle 
with include Karan 
Patel (Skoda Fa­
bia R5), Chana Jas­

meet (Ford Fiesta), and Sarnman 
Vohra (Skoda Fabia R5). 

Experience counts 
Huwel has been active in ral- : 

lying since the mid-2000"~, with ear­
ly participation in the African Rally 
Championship between 2004 and 
2007. Before taking a break from 
the sport,he returned in 2016. Since 
then, he has steadily rebuilt his : 
presence in the sport. : 

With that kind of experience, re- ; 
sources, and determination, he re- : 

mains one of Tanzania's leading 
hopes for continental rally success. 

Five competitive stages have been 
earmarked across Mbarara and the 
greater Ankole region, promising a 
bigh-speed,high-stakes weekend. 

Sixty five drivers have registered 
for this event, ofwbich 23 crews are 
eyeing ARC and ARC2 points. 
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Standard High Zzana target U-17 volleyball crown 
BYGEORGEKATONGOLE 

DAY 4RESQLTS - U17 
SA 

Kigando:()-2 Hilton St Joseph's 

Rushasha 0-2 Jinja College 

A.Africa 0=2 Wampewo Ntakke 

Charity Col 0-2-Standard HigtL 

Kyamate 0-2 Hilton 

Nyaka Voe 0-2 Trinity Catholic 

St Paul's Voc 0 -2 Seroma 

Standard High 2-oSt Joseph's 

Nyaka Voc 2-0 Namungo Seed 

Hilton 2-1 Ngora 

Kigando 0-2 Entebbe 

ut7~·QUARTERS 
Tororo Girls 3-1 Sheema 

Immaculate H 3-0Nama~ 

Bukedea 3-0 Trinity College 

Kinaawa 3-0 l~aDgb'a,,--__ _ 

KAMPALA. Standard High 
School Zzana (Stahiza) have set 

their sights firmly on the U17 
boys'volleyball title at the USS­
SA Ball Games 1 after powering 
into the semifinals with a hard­
fought 25-19 victory over Ngora 
High School at the UCU courts. 
In a tightly contested quarter­

final, both sides matched each 
other point for popt until the 
decisive moment at 14-14. Sta­
hiza then shifted gears, break­
ing away with a clinical run to 
open a 23-19 cushion before 
sealing the set 25-19. Coach Yo­
naKaguma believes the trophy 
is now within reach, crediting 
his side's composure and expe­
rience fo~ the strong showing. 

"My team is ve;y focused 
and composed because we've 
been playing league volley­
ball. That's why we are strong,~ 
Kaguma srud."They look young 
but we've. played over 40 league 
games and some of the players 
feature in the national league." 

Stahiza's attack has been bol­
stered by Moses IfuraD.ge and 

Jump Jolt. Stahiza's Moses 
lfurange rises high to hammer 
a decisive spike past Ngora 
during Ii 25-19 victory in Mu­
kono. PHOTO/G.KATONGOLE 

Ryan Hovland, both of whom 
turn out for senior league sides 
and have added sharpness and 

confidence in crucial moments. 
Kaguma revealed the turning 

point came during a timeout at 
14-14. "At that moment, 1 spoke 
only to the centre to direct the 
ball to our most effective attack­
er. The players understand each 
other well, and he knew exactly 
where to place it,"he explained. 

Battle-hardened squad 
This is Kaguma's fust stint 

with the U17 side since joining 
the school in 2024 from Kinaa­
wa, but he has already made an 
impression, guiding the team to 
the Buganda regional title earli­
erthis year. 

"We are a school of champi­
ons and this is our top priority;" 
he said confidently. 

However, Stahiza's title push 
comes amid a demanding 
schedule. The team is also in­
volved in the Serie C playoffs, 
where they are tied 1-1 with 
Nemo Guards ahead of a deci­
sive clash at Lugogo IndooI: 
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Sip Trip. Fro'!l screens afar to stars bizarre, Mulindwa 
(C) will now watch his heroes live in the land of opportu-
nity - US. PHOTO/ DARREN ALLAN KYEYUNE 

Mulindwa carrt wait 
to watch French stars 
atlO26 Fifa'World Cup 

2026FIFA 
BY DARREN ALLAN KYEYUNE 

WORl:: CUP 

KAMPALA. Saul Mulindwa has 
HQst countries: 
CaHada Mexico, lived in Bweyogerere township of 

Kira Municipality in Wakiso district United States 

for eight years. Dales: June 11 - --
However, that was never the plan. July19 

Mulindwa remained stuck in the vi- Teams: 48 (from 
cinity after he only failed to get ajob 
after graduating with a bachelor's de- 6 confederations) 

gree in science, technology and biol- Venue: 16 (in 16 
ogy at the nearby Kyambogo Univer- host cities) 
sity in 2018.Today, the 31-year-old Hosting U.S 
operates a mobile money agent ser-

Qities: Atlanta, vice at Bweyogerere and to beat the 
disappointment and evolving stress Boston, Dallas, 
post-university, Mulindwa about Houston, Kansas 
three years ago began a routine to re- City, Los Angeles, 
lax. "After work on a daily basis, I aI- Miami, New York 
ways go to King's Park Arena and take 
my three beers,"he told this paper in New Jersey, 

an extended chat inside one of the PhiladelQhia, San 
Nile Breweries Limited (NBL) board- Francisco Bay 
rooms. Area and Seattle 

Routine night out HQsting 

And Mulindwa was only there to Mexico Cities: 
receive confinnation that he will be Guadalajara, 
travelling to watch the Fifa World Me~ico Cil;)', 
CUp in the USA after winning a lucky 

Monterrey draw by NBL under the brand Nile 
Special. Mulindwa entered the raf- Hosting Canada 
fie to the World CUp after buying Nile Cities: Toronto, 
Special bottles during his routine Vancouver 
evening at King's Park Arena but he 
won the all-expenses paid trip after 

CAST OF we beating 6340 competitors in a publi-
cizeddraw. HOSTS&' 

The campaign run by NBL, is lev- ERS 
eraged off ties with its global parent 

2022CQatar): --company AB InBev, who are the offi-
cial Fifa World Cup beer partner. Argentina 

"A waiter came to me and told me 2018 {Bussia}: 
there was a draw being conduct-

France ed by Nile Special," Mulindwa mem-
oired, "Me, being a football fan,1 was 2014 (Brazi!}: 
already excited. We were three, they Germany 
took all our details. The waitress was 2010{Soutb 
insisting that one of us could be a "'~ 

winner." Africa>; S ain 

His name, date of birth and na- 2006 (Gennany): 
tional identification number (NIN) Italy ~ , 

were captured and a competition QR 
2002 {Sooth code was scanned for him to enter 

the draw. A fortnight later, a surprise Korea&J~): 

call from NBL during a live draw Brazil 
came in for Mulindwa that he had 1998 {France}: 
won. "I didn't believe it right away. If 

France I they could play my audio, 1 had a few 
words because 1 couldn't believe it 1994 <USAl; 
right. 1 remembered when the wait- Brazil 
ress was insisting,"he said. 


