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UGANDA'S COFFEE EXPORTS INCREASE, FETCHING SH8.8 TRILLION 
By .Julius 1.uwemba 

Uganda's coffee exports in 
the past 12 months (April 
2025- March 2026) totalled 8.8 
million (60kg) bags, fetching 
$2.4b (sh8.8 trillion) compared 
to 6.9 million (60kg) bags 
worth $1.8b (sh6.6 trillion) 
in the previous year, April 
2024-March 2025. 

This .represents an increase 
of 28% in quantity and 36% 
in value. This is contained in 
the repdit from the Ministry of 
Agriculture: Animal Industry 
and Fisheries (MAAIF), which 
was released on Monday. 

TOP UGANDA'S COFFEE BUYERS 
According to Charlotte 
Kemigyisha, MAAIF's 

GERMANY COFFEE DEA 
A group of top coffee buyers and roasters from 
Germany are In Uganda currently touring coffee 
plantations across the country. 

The group Is guided by.b:mbassador Stephen Mublru, 
Uganda's representative In Germany, who underscored 
Uganda's coffee prominence In the German market, 
saying the country exports 5,1720 metric tons of 
coffee tq Germany alone. . 

"The tra.de volume between Uganda and Germany Is 
approximately $500m, out of which, over $300m are 
exports from Uganda," Mublru noted. 

He further explained that Germany Is among the top 
three countries that consume Uganda's coffee. 

"We have about 800 companies in Germany that 
roast Uganda's coffee for a population of 84 million 
people in Germany," Ambassador Mubiru revealed. 
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and reliable coffee ongm, 
showcasing improvement in 
the quality, traceability and 
sustainability in Uganda's 
coffee sector. 

process and add more value, 
hence earning more than the 
producers," Bwino pointed out. the biggest importer of The group of -German coffee dealers, together with officials from the Ministry of Foreign 

Uganda's c<1ffee, followed by Affairs and the Agriculture Ministry, during tht!lr engagement on Monday 
Sudan, Germany, India and 
Morocco. Others in the queue 
include China, Spain, the US, 
Belgium and Portugal. 

This comes at a time when a 
team of 13 top coffee buyers 
and roasters from Germany 
are in Uganda 'for a week-long' 

. tour of the coffee plantations in 
different parts of the country. 

The group, whi,ch arrived 
on Saturday, has traversed 
different coffee farms as one 

way of bridging the gap 
between Ugandan coffee 
producers and German 
roasters. . 

Their trip was organised 
by the Embassy of Uganda 
in Berlin, Germany, in 
collaboration with MAAIE 

NATURAL INGREDIENTS 
The German coffee dealers 
noted that Uganda's coffee 

possesses natural ingredients 
arid aroma. He Li is a co-founder 
of the L-Cultrade business 
group with offices in Germany 
and China. She noted that 
the company buys Ugandan 
coffee, which is subsequently 
sold to over 52 uni~ersities 
in both Germany and 
China. 

"Therefore, I am here to learn 
more about the coffee value 

chain and also inspire more 
of our students and customers 
about the tasty Ugandan coffee 
and the country's beauty in 
terms of culture, weather and 
landscapes," Li expressed. 

IMPROVEMENT IN THE QUALITY 
Fred Bwino Kyakulaga, the 
minister of state for agriculture, 
noted that the visit will 
promote Uganda as a premium 

According to Kyakulaga, 
$460b is generated from 
coffee on the global market, 
out of which Africa contributes 
only 20% of the global coffee 
volume. 

"Unfortunately, our share 
as Africa is a little minimal 
because we are mainly into 
the production side of the 
chain and cleaning, whereas 
other actors pick from there to 

He noted that the 20% of 
the global volume produced 
by Africa translates into $3.6b, 
out of which Uganda takes the 
biggest share of an average of 
$2.2b. 

The German coffee dealers 
visited Ian Clark's coffee farm 
in Kyarusozi, Kyenjojo district, 
from where they visited another 
coffee farm in Kiruhura district, 
Kabonera farm, among other 
sites in Kampala, Wakiso and 
Kapchorwa. 

By John Ricks Kayizzi Centenary bank registers sh424.2b profit FOREX RATES 
Centenary Bank has continued on 
its profitability trail, posting strong 
results for the year ended December 
2025, tilting towards"steady growth 
in key financial indicators and a 
deepened commitment to inclusive 
and sustainable banking . . 

According to the bank's latest 
performance statement, Centenary 
Bank registered a 23.9% growth in 
profit after tax to sh424.2b, driven 
by disciplined lending, increased 
customer confidence and expansion 
in mission-driven portfolios. 
. Dr Fabian Kasi, the Centenary 
Bank's managing director, said the 
results reflect a deliberate strategy 
anchored on sustainability and 

·financial . inclusion. "Our solid 
performance in 2025 reflects the 
depth of our Environmental, Social 
and Governance (ESG) integration 
and alignment with national and 
international priorities for sustainable 
deve!oprnent," Kasi explained. 

He noted that this intentionality 
enabled the bank to directly invest 
sh281. 7b in sustainable . finance 
toward green and social impact 
projects, directly benefiting more than 
180,000 Ugandans. 

ROBUST BALANCE SHEET 
The bank's balance sheet remained 
robust, with total assets exceeding 
sh8.6 trillion, while customer deposits 
rQse by 25.1% to sh5.2 . trillion, 
highlighting growing public trust. 
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Net loans and advances expanded 
to sh4.1 trillion, largely driven by 
agriculture and micro, small and ' 
medium enterprise (MSME) financing. 

Centenary Bank's outreach also 
continued to widen, with more than 
3.4 million active customers served 
through a network of 81 branches, 
l 14 AIMs and over 9,000 agent 
banking points across the country. 

UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES 
.The statement indicates that over 2.3 
million customers- representing the 
bulk of its clientele- were drawn from 
underserved communities, including 
smallholder farmers, women, youth 
and refugees. This focus remains 
central to the bank's long-standing 
mission. 

Centenary Bank 
invested sh4.9b 

Sustainability and environmental 
stewardship also featured prominently 
in the bank's 2025 performance. The 
lender recorded a 6.3% reduction 
in operational carbon emissions, 
achieved through energy efficiency 
initiatives and the transition of 10 
branches to solar power. In addition, 
more than 69,000 indigenous trees 
were planted as part of a broader 
environmental restoration programme 
aimed at rehabilitating degraded land 
and promoting climate resilience. 

SUSTAINABLE FJNANCE 
The bank's sustainable finance 
portf9lio continued to grow, with 
sh281.7b disbursed in green and 
social impact loans. . 

This brought its mission-critical 
portfolio to sh1.76 trillion, supporting 
over 180,000 farmers, women and 
rural enterprises. 

Women-focused lending remained 
a priority, with 118,766 loans 
disbursed to women entrepreneurs, 
accounting for 38.79% of total 
borrowers. Initiatives, such as 
GROW, Supawoman and youth­
focused financing schemes played 
a key role in expanding access to 
credit. 

"Agriculture financing also remained 
a cornerstone, supporting more than 
58,000 smallholder' farmers, many of 
whom traditionally lack collateral," 
the bank stated, adding that these 
interventions are helping to boost 
agricultural productivity, household 
incomes and food security. 

Microfinance services reached over 
122,000 clients, while digital lending 
continued to grow, enhancing access 
and convenience for low-income 
households. 

Community-based financing 
through SACCOS and Village Savings 
and Loan Associations also expanded, 
reaching nearly 90,000 clients. 

CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 
Beyond financial services, Centenary 
Bank invested sh4.9b in corporate 
social responsibility initiatives, 

CURRENCY BUY SELL 

US DOLLAR 3,730 3,no . 

EURO 2,300 4,450 

POUND 4,950 5,150 

KENYA SH 28 31 

TANZ SH 1.38 1.6 

DHIRAM 915 1,100 

SJ RAND 226 260 

JAPANESE YEN 17 48 

RWANDES FRANC 2 3.7 

DOLLAR SMALL 3,300 3,nO 

COMPILED BY MOSES KIGONGO 
RAm ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

supporting over 1,100 community 
programmes in health, financial 
literacy and stakeholder engagement. 

Its long-standing partnership with 
Rotary International also continued 
to make an impact, with contributions 
exceeding shU billion in 2025 alone"~ 
through initiatives, such as the Cancer 
Run, medical camps and malaria 
campaigns. 


