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The baby was diagnosed with biliary atresia. It is a 
serious liver disease of infancy, which has an estimated 
prevalence of 5 to 10 per 100,000 births, and is the 

. leading cause of paediatric liver transplantation world­
wide. 

BYTONNY ABET 

W
hen Meghan Ineza Mirem­
be was born in August 2025 in 
Uganda, her parents immedi· 
ately 'noticed something unu· 

sual. Her rich, deep brown skin carried 
a·dist:iii.ct, unnatural yellowish under· 
tone ~at stooQ.out clearly against her 
natural complexion. 

"From birth, the baby had what is 
called jaundice," recouhts Derrick 
Charles Ssembatya, Mirembe's father. 
Jaundice is a condition that causes yel­
lowing of the skin and the whites of the 
eyes,and signals liver problems. 
Mr Ssembatya says they never re­

ceived a proper diagnosis in Ugan­
da, and as a result, they could not find 
any meaningful solution to save their 
daughter 

"We went to many hospitarS in Ugan­
da. We spent a lot of money on treat­
ment. But we did not get so much help 
here at h()me," he narrates. Amid this, 
the baby's stomach~swellingdue 
to the accumulation offluid in the belly. 

Mr Ssemb.atya did not give up on her 
daughter 

"We got in touch with a friend who al-

so had a liver problem. The friend con­
nected us to Dr Jennifer in India,"he re­
counts. 

Mr Ssembatya says they got in contact 
with a liver transplant team at Artemis 
Hospital, one of the leading hospitals in 
liver care and transplantin babies inIn-
dia. . 

"We were well received. The doctors 
made investigations, blood tests, scans 
and established that our baby's liver 
was already damaged and that the he­
patic portal vein (HPV) that supplies 
75 percent of blood to the liver did not 
grow,"he says. 

Mr Ssembatya says they had to take a 
difficult decision, whereby the mother 
had to donate part of her liver The doc­
tors also had to extract a vein from the 
neckto give to the bally. 

"After preparations were done, the day 
came for the transplant The transplant 
was done by Dr Giriraj Singh Bora and 
the team at the liver transplant unit. It 
was successful,"he adds. 

The condition 
Dr Bora, a liver transplant surgeon at 

Artemis Hospital in India, says they di­
agnosed the baby with biliary atresia, ! 
a rare condition in which the bile ducts . 

Mr Derrick Ssembatya, Ms Solange Muco and their daughter Mirembe 
Meghan Ineza following the liver transplant. PHOTO/GEOFREYMVTUMBA 

are absent or blocked. 
The bile duct is a tubular structure 

which collects bile from the liver and 
takes it to the small intestines. ' . 

Bile is a digestive fluid produced by 
the liver and stored in the liver and its 
primary function is to break down and 
absorb dietary fats in the small intes­
tine. 

"Unfortunately, this bile duct did not 
develop in baby Meghan, and because 
of this, she was suffering fromjaoodice 
since birth. The other consequence was 
that fluid started accumulating inside 
her belly;"he explains. 

According to a study report by caroli-

na Jimenez-Rivera from the Children's 
Hospital of Eastern Ontario, Canada, 
"Biliary atresia,a serious liver disease of 
infan~ which has an estimated preva­
lence of 5 to 10 per 100,000 births, is the 
leading indication for paediatric liver 
transplantation worldwide." 

Dr Bora says the transplant could have 
been avoided if the condition had been 
diagnosed within three months after 
birth. Delays caused damage to the liv­
erthat could not be reversed. 

"If you diagnose this problem ear­
ly, you can perform a bypass proce­
dure, but unfortunately, in the case of 
Meghan, this problem was undiag-
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COSTS INCURRED 
/ ..... ... .... .. ....... ..... ....... ... ... .... . 

Mr Ssembatyasays it cost 
Shs100 million for the liver 
transplant procedure. He said 
other costs related to staying in 
India, such as accommodation, 
feeding and travelling, came to 
about Shs40 million. 

nssed for a long time. By the time she 
came to us,she had established liver cir­
rhosis. At this stage, liver transplanta­
tion remains the only life-saving option 
for these babies,"he explains. _ 

Mr Ssembatya returned from India in 
early May. 

"The baby is okay. She's recovering 
well, and post-care management is go­
ing on well. We want to thank the team 
at Artemis Hospital, and Dr Jenifer,"he 
says. 

"We want to thank Dr Bora. We thank 
the liver transplant team and everyone 
who has supported us through all this." 

Support 
The family received treatment coor­

dination and support from DoctoGe­
nie Medical Assistance,which has been 
supporting and guiding many interna­
tional patients seeking advanced treat-
mentinIndia. . -

Ms Jenifer Choudhary; the founder 
and director of DoctoGenie, says they 
facilitated communication between 
the family, doctors and hospital teams 
to eIlS\lre smooth treatment support 
throughout Baby Meghan's successful 
treatment journey. 

"With each passing day, Baby 
Meghan's €ondition in Uganda was de­
teriorating, so immediate action was 
our only option,"sbe notes. 

"DoctoGenie Medical Assistance en­
sured priority coordination-securing 
top Pediatric Liver Transplant teams, 
providing clear cost break-ups,manag­
ing visa support, logistics, and end-to­
end care in India, including assistance 
in-country High Commission approvals 
for the transptant,"Ms Choudhary adds. 

Mr Ssembatya says it cost Shsl00 mil­
lion for the liver transplant procedure. 
He said other costs related to staying in 
India, such as accommodation,feeding 
and travelling,cameto aboutShs40 mil­
lion. 
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LM leader Kony wants hls children to live a.normallife -former abductees 
BYTOBBIASJOLLYOWINY 

GULU. A group of former Lord's Re­
sistance Army (LRA) abductees who re­
cently denounced rebellion and defect­
ed from the Central African Republic 
(CAR) jungles, have revealed a growing 
wish by the LRA leader Joseph Kony to 
have his children raised in a civilised en­
vironment 

Kony, whose LRA group is reportedly 
groWing thinner and weaker, according 
to sources, has in the past four years of­
fered to release his fumilymembers,who' 
are mostly children, so that they can re­
turnhoJIle. 

Last Thursday, two former abductee 
women, also Kony's wives, spoke to the 
Daily Monitorfrom a recuperation cen-. 
tre established by Actions for Rural De­
velopment' (APRu), a DR Congo-based 
non-government organisation specialis­
ingin community reintegration and psy­
chosocial support for victims of armed 
conflict. 

According to them,Koll¥'s passion.for 

active rebellion has dwindled over the 
years and he has always openly hinted at 
having his children and wives return to 
live in his home community. 

"Many ofus women and children who 
belong to him (Kony) and a few other ac­
tive q>mmanders are encomaged to sur­
render once an opportunity strikes,"one 
of the wives ofDRC origin stated by tele­
phone. 

cipal assistant secretary at.the Defence 
ministry. -

It also focused on the .situation of 
ex-combatants and those associated 
with the LRA,located particularly in the 
areas ofBria, Ouandja-kotto,Mboki,Sate­
ma and Obo,as well as in South SUdan. 

The meeting examined the hurdles 
that the repatriation exercise now faces, 

including logistical and operation- ' , 
In early April, the CAR gov­

ernment convened a strate­
gicmeeting that brought to­
gether the Ugandan and 
the DRC delegations and 
partners to plan for the 
repatriation of the for-

15 
al challenges hindering repa- . 

triation. 
At the time, a total of 22 

returnees, including nine 
women and 13 children 
of Congolese, Ugandan, 
and South Sudan origin, 
had been registered at'In-mer rebels and theirfumi.­

lymembers. 

LRA FIGHTERS, 
ABDUCTEES WHO 

DEFECTED visible Children's head­
quarters in Bangui. The meeting, according to 

sources, sought to strengthen c0-

ordination of the demobilisation pro­
cess for surviving LRA combatants still 
present in the region, and was attend­
ed by Uganda People's Defence Forces' 
(UPDF's) Maj Gen Richard Otto (head of 
mission):and MrJames Mutabazi. prin-_ 

Another returnee woman, also 
a fumily member ofKony;who request­

ed not to be named, explained, "Food is 
a big problem, and mostly we survive on 
vegetables and wild fruits, especially in 
that pocket between CAR and SUdan, be­
rause...we lived there for some time and 

wild animals are scarce," 
According to he!; difficulty in securing 

financial, medical, food and other mate­
rial support to sustain the rebellion has 
made the groupweakeI;and women and 
children aremostimpacted 

The two wpmenand their children are 
part of the 15 former LRA abductees and 
fighters who'defected from the group in 
the Darfur region inJanuary 2026. 

This publication established that, upon 
their repatriation to CAR's capital Ban­
gui, they were transferred to Kinshasa by 
the International Committee of the Red 
Cross. 

Last week, the group was reportedly 
moved through Isiro Town in Haut-UeJ.e 
province to Faradje, where they were 
handed to Actions for Rural Develop­
ment (APRu). 

Two of the 15 returnees, also wives of 
Joseph Kony; were received at the UPDF 
Airbasein Entebbe. 

The two are identified as Grace Ikol, a 
Ugandan aged 33, and her tWo children 
(Maria Ayuma,8, and Bosco Oryema,2), 
and Aniyessi Teregina,aSouth Sudanese 
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national aged 33, plus one ofKony's chil­
drenaged2. 

In a statement, Col Chris Magezi, the 
acting director for public i¢brmation at 
Ministry ofDefence,said the five individ­
uals were received and escorted to Ugan· 
da by the Chief of Defence Intelligence 
and Security (CDIS),Maj Gen Otto. 

Ikol is said to have been abducted aged 
10 in 2003 from Amuria District, while 
Aniyessi was abducted in 2006 aged 13 
from Yambio, Western Equatorial State 
in South SUdan, and she will be facilitat­
ed to travel to her home in South SUdan 
in due course, Col Magezi stated.. •• ~ 

In an interview, Mr Jean-claude Mal­
itano, the APRu regional coordinator 
DRC; commerided the repatriation suc-
cess. -

"The return of these former captives is 
one key step towards peace building and 
stability in the countries affected by the 
LRA war.It is our prayer that the four af­
fected countries increase their support 
towards this hwnanitarian effort," Mr 
Malitano said 
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