
,. . . . 

26 Tuesday, June 2, 2026 COMMUNI ~s 

Nnaabagereka urges women on healthy living 
KAMPALA 

By Julfit Anna Lukwago 
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_~aabagereka (Buganda 
- QUeev) Sylvia Nagginda has 

urged women across Buganda 
kirigdom to prioritise healthy 
living, saying personal 
wellness is the foundation for 
community transformation. 

Speaking during the 
10th Buganda Women's 
Conference at Lubiri-Mengo 
in Kampala~on ·U,1Ursday, the 
queen guided .on managing 
health, urging women to go for 
medical check-ups, exercise 
regularly and take balanced 
nutrition seriously. 

The event, themed: 
Empowering Women to 

Buganda environment 
minister Hajjat Mariam 
Nkalubo Mayanja urged 
a return to traditional 

• ~ farming methods 
that preserve the 
ecosystem. 

Former Kampala 
deputy Lord Mayor 
Sarah Muwonge 
Nkonge, also organising 
committee chairperson, 
reflected on the 
decade-long journey 
of the convention, 
emphasising 
networking and 
knowledge transfer. 

"We want those who 
managed to participate 
to go back and teach 
others. We want the 
youth to join too, as 
we have grown and will 
eventually exit." 

. 'i:ead in Transforming Trade 
and Business, Health and 
Environmental Protection, 
drew. hundreds of women 
from Buganda's 18 counties 
and key stakeholders. It 
served as a platform to 
advocate for holistic women's 
health, disease prevention and 
self-care through community 
empoweI'illent. 

Nnaabagereka Sylvia Nagglnda (second-left) accompanied by Klwanuka (left), Nkalubo (second-right) and other 
officials as they arrived for the 10th Buganda Women's Conference at Lublrl-Mengo In Kampala on Thursday operatives, and local councils. 

. The Nnaabagereka stressed 
the importance of preventive 
health care, reminding busy 
women to create time fer rest 
and physical activity. 

"It is good to go for medical 
check-ups regularly and 

e xercise to help the body fight 
illnesses," the Nnaabagereka 

said . . 
She also highlighted the 

pivotal role women play in 
raising living standards within 
their homes and communities. 

"It is good for women 
to come together, share 
experiences and discuss 
cha}lenges. Women always 
have the capacity to transform 
their homes," she said. 

The convention also 

adc;iressed environmental 
conservation issues, with the . 
Nnaabagereka challenging 
women to integrate activi~ 
into their daily domestic lives. 

"As women, we have a 
very special position on 
environmental issues, like 
planting and taking care of 
trees so that they grow well 
and restore forests," she said. 

The Nnaabagereka 

encouraged the adoption of 
new technologies in business 
and health while championing 
traditional cultural heritage to 
eliminate plastics and protect 
water springs. 

Representing the gender 
ministry permanent 
secretary, Bakaye Lubega, 
the commissioner for culture, 
commended the kingdom 
for making the convention a 

platform where "culture meets 
development, and where the 
voice of women is turned into 
action." 

He urged women to remain 
custodians of the environment 
and to use cultural structures 
to spread financial literacy, 
mentor younger women, 
and take up leadership 
roles in Savings and Credit 
Co-operative Societies, co-

The event featured 
exhibitions by women 
entrepreneurs and was 
attended by dignitaries, 
including former finance 
minister Maria Kiwanuka, 
National Resistance 
Movement party mobilisation 
director Rosemary Nansubuga 
Sseninde, and former 
Buganda ministers ; Apolonia 
Mugumbya, Sylvia Mazzi and 
Christine Mugerwa Kasule. 

KAGADI 11 schools closed, directors arrested over standards 
!Authonu&1l in Kagadi district have 
indefinitely closed . II primary 
scbooiSfOr failing to meet minimum 
Standards. 

The operation, led by the district 
ucation department in conjunction 

with the office of the resident district 
commissioner (RDC), has also seen 
the arrest and detention of directors 
over alleged defiance of education 
ministry guidelines. 

In an impromptu operation to crack 
down' on unlicensed schools and 
those lacking minimum educational . 
standards mounted by district 
inspector of schools Julius Alinda 
and deputy RDC Jeremy Namanya, 
II schools in BJ.lyaga West and East 
constituencies were closed. 

"We found these schools with 
unqualified teachers, lacking 
standard operating procedures, poor 
sanitation, dilapidated classroom 
structures, a lack of security, and a 

_ poor learning environment," Namanya 
said, . 

He added that a notice to cease 
operation of unlicensed and illegal 
private schools had been issued 

One of the 
closed schools 

In Mpefu 
sub-county, 

Kagadi district. 
Authorities 

closed 11 
primary schools 

for falling to 
meet minimum 

standards. 
Some of the 

schools have 
dilapidated 
flassroom 

structures, poor 
sanitation and 

lack security 

to the affected schools by chief 
administrative officer, Pauline Epodoi, 
on March 18. However, the schools 
continued operating, compelling the 
enforcement of the directive. 

Alinda said the closed institutions 
include Nakulabye Demonstration 
School, Nyaruziba . SDA Primary 
School, City Light Nursery and 
Primary School, Mpefu Progressive 

School, United Nursery Primary 
School, St Peter's COU Nyarnirama, 
Talent Junior Primary School, St 
Augustine Primary School and 
Kurukuru Primary School. 

"Unfortunately, the director and staff 
at Kurukuru and St Jude schools fled, 
while others were arrested and taken 
to Kagadi Central Police Station to 
record statements, but later released 
on Police bond. The schools will 
remain closed pending compliance 
with the licensing requirements set by 
the ministry," he said. 

ADVICE TO PARENTS 
Alinda said parents were advised to 
transfer the affected pupils to nearby 
schools. 

When contacted, the accused 
directors and head teachers declined 
to comment on the matter and 
referred journalists to the education 
department and the RDC. 

Alinda said several announcements 
were made on local radio stations, 
urging parents to withdraw their 
children from the affected schools in 
vain. 

Epodoi said it is risky for a 
school without a licence, qualified 
staff, or sanitarY facilities, and with 
dilapidated classroom structures, to 
continue operating. 
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