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Illegal sand Dliners in 
Lwera create Illini-lakes 
The miners who previ­
ously used rudime 
melliods ana toolshave 
advanced to bigger 
boats to boost ex­
traction. 

!. • . 

BYANTONIOKALYANGO 

A 
rtisanal sand miners have scaled 
up their illegal operations in Lw­
era Wetland in bothKalungu and 
'Mpigi districts, leaving open pits 

that appear like mini-lakes along the 
Kampala-Masakahighway. 
In April, the National Environment 

Management Authority (Nema), in con­
junction with other authorities, carried 
out operations against illegal sand min­
ers in Lwera that saw the arrest of six 
people and the impounding of several 
machines. 

However,illegal activities reswned in 
jUst days in total violation of environ­
mental protection guidelines. 

At all illegal sand mining sites in Lwera 
run by artisanal miners, pits have ex­
panded into mini-lakes measuring ap­
proximately two to four football pitches. 

At such openly visible mining sites, 
just about 30 metres from the highway, 
miners who previously used rudimen­
tary methods and tools such as spades 
and canoes have advanced to bigger 
boats to boost extraction as experts 
warn that the damage being caused )Vill 
have far-reaching impacts. 

Due to the water levels in Lwera, which 
is located a few kilometres away from 
the shores of Lake Victoria, there are' 
fears that the ongoing heavy rains may 
cause floods that could submerge the 
Kampala -Masaka highway if degrada­
tion is not checked. 

Mr Emmanuel Mukasa, a resident of 
Kamuwunga Village in Lukaya Town 
Council,Kalungu District, urged the gov­
ernment to sw1ftly review and strength­
en its environmental protection poli­
cies. 

"The heavier damage is being done in-
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Illegal artisanal miners.excavate sand in Lwera swamp in April. PHOTO/COURTESY 

side the ecosystem where you can't see 
while on the highway. Heavy machines 
are' being used and what remains 
there are big open pits, which turn in­
to breeding grounds for mosquitoes," 
he said. 

Mr James Frank Kasibante, a pro­
grammes manager at Biodiversity 
Conservation Foundation (BCF),a local 
conservation initiative, warned that 
unregulated sand and clay mining in 
Lwera is causing severe environmental 
degradation, which is threatening the 
ecological system. 

"This is a very vital ecology that sup­
ports the local economy in various 
ways, on top of regulating weather pat­
terns, and we're wondering how au­
thorities can be reluctant in enfo~ 
existing laws,"she said. 

She added that many people get fish 
they sell for a living, as well as raw ma­
terials for the craft industry from the 
wetland, so its degradation poses both 
macro and micro multi-sectoral im-

pacts, and urged Nema and local au­
thorities to adopt sustainable meas­
ures. 

"Look at how close the extraction site 
is to the road. It means we shall always 
be repairing it. What about the local 
economy supported by the wetland? 
We demand viable mechanisms to en-
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Wetland degradation is a 
crime under Section 55 ofthe 
National Environment Act, 
Cap 181,and is punisl1able with 
a fine not exceeding Shs600m 
or imprisonment not exceeding 
12 years or both. The same 
law requires an illegal miner 
to restore a degraded part of 
the ecosystem relatively to its 
original condition, which is not 
the case at many sites in Lwera. 

sure adherence to the law and enforce­
ment guidelines,"she said. 
Mr Ahmed Nyombi Mukiibi, the chair­

person of Kalungu District, castigated 
Nema and other authorities over the 
discriminatory application of the law 
during enforcement by focusing on 
small-scale encroachers while leaving 
big companies operating freely. 

"I'm not satisfied with the operatiOIlS" 
in Lwera because there are areas where 
sand mining companies are guarded 
by the armed men, sometimes in mili­
tary uniform and are no-go areas even 
for enforcement officers, so seizing ca­
noes and spades will not save the wet­
land,"he said. 

However, he advised Nema officials 
to engage local leaders so that they can 
sustain the fruits of the enforcement 

Ms Naomi Karekaho, the head of cor­
porate communications at Nema, last 
week asked for more time to first con­
sult her superiors. However, she had not 
offered a response by press time~ 
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Land donation ends decades-long church dispute in Buyende 
BY MOSES MUTAKA 

BUYENDE. A decades-long land dis­
pute between Ngandho Primary School 
and the Chlll"ch of Uganda has final­
ly been resolved after the family of the 
late Yeremiya Katoto and Yeremiya 
Bagiire formally donated 8.6 acres of 
land to Busoga Diocese. 

The handover .. ofthe land title is ex­
pected to end years of tension over own­
ership of the premises shared by the 
church and the school in Ngandho Par­
ish,Budiope East County. 

Speaking during the handover cere­
mony,Mr John Bagiire, representing the 
family, said the donation fulfils the vi­
sion of his,grandfuther.andiather,Who. 
dedicated their lives to promotingie&-1 
cation and Christianity in the area 

"My father, ~ Bagiire, was a pri­
mary school teacher who established 
this school in 1958,followingin the foot­
steps of my grandfather, Yeremiya Kato­
to, who was a catechist. He first built a 
grass-thatched church to promote edu­
cation and spiritual growth in this com­
munity,"Mr Bagiire said. 

"We are grateful that their aspirations 
have finally been realised,"he added. 

He said the family consult-

conflicts that have historically divided 
the community. He also appealed to the 
church leadership to preserve the land 
and refrain from selling it. 

The District Education Officer, Mr Di­
son Bwire, described the donation as a 
major achievement for the education 
sector and commended the family for 
taking steps to regularise ownership 
of the land. According to Mr Bwire, the 

family worked closely with officials 
from the Ministry of Education ed the Ministry of Edu­

cation before process­
ing the land title and 
handing it over to the 
diocese to ensure that 
all legal requirements 
were met. 

8.6 
under the supervision of Mr 

George Mutekanga, the com­
missioner for Education, to 
ensure proper documenta­
tion before the title was offi­
ciallytransferred. 

Mr Bagiire urgedres-__ 
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__ _ . "This is a signifi.cant contri-_ 
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both the school and church for 

future generations,"he said. 
Ngandho Village LCl chairperson 

George Ngobi praised the family for 
its contribution to community devel­
opment, describing the donation as 
a gesture that will promote harmony 
and stability in the area 

Busoga Diocesan Bishop Prof Grace 
Lubaale said the donation marks an 
important milestone for the Church 
and could provide a model for resolv­
ing similar disputes affecting schools 
and churches across the diocese. 

He added that the school was orig­
inally known as Bagiire Primary 
School before its name was changed 
to Ngandho Primary School, a devel­
opment he said contributed to mis­
upcierstandings.ov.er nwnership,and _ 
sparked conflict that-:petsistM<ftt 
nearly 30 years. 

Judiciary looks 
to new Budaka 
court to ease 
case backlog 

BUDAKA. Principal Judge Justice' 
Frances Abodo has urged judicial of­
ficers to deliver judgments and rulings 
on time, warning that delayed justice 
undermines public confidence in the 
Judiciary. 

Speaking during the commissioning 
of the Budaka Chief Magistrate's Court 
last week, Justice Abodo said tL'1iely 
disposal of cases is essential in reduc­
ing case backlog. 

"Justice delayed is justice denied. 
Court users expect timely decisions, 
and it is our responsibility as judicial 
officers to ensure that judgments and 
rulings are delivered within the re­
quired time," she said. 

Justice Abodo added that delays in 
handling cases continue to frustrate 
litigants, particularly those involved in 
criminal,land and family disputes. 

The newly commissioned court is ex­
pected to bring judicial services closer 
to residents and improve service deliv­
ery in the Bukedi Sub-region. 

She encouraged judicial officers to 
improve time management,prioritise 
pending cases and embrace digital sys­
tems introduced to speed up court op­
erations.She also cautioned against un­
necessary adjournments. 

"We must work towards clearing the 
backlog of cases and restoring public 
confidence in the Judiciary. This can 
also be achieved through Alternative .; 
Dispute Resolution mechanisms," she 
said. - " 

-Justice Abodo commended the gov­
ernment and the Judiciary adminis­
tration for expanding a~cess to justice 
through the construction of court in­
frastructure across the country. 

"Court users should fully utilise this 
facility because justice services have 
been brought closer to.them.Function­
al courts are not measured by struc­
tures alone but by effective service de­
livery,"she added. 

The Principal Judge said the Magis­
trates Courts (Amendment) Act, 2026, 
has expanded the jurisdiction of mag­
istrates to ease pressure on the High 
Court. Chief magistrates can now han­
dle civil disputes worth up to Shs200 
million, up from Shs50 million, while 
magistrates can hear matters worth up 
to Shsl00 million. 

"This expanded jurisdiction is in­
tended to reduce the backlog in the 
High Court and bring justice closer to 
the people,"she said. 

Senior Resident Judge Farouk Lube­
ga expressed concern over the rising 
number of murder. cases linked to land 
conflicts. Judge Lubega revealed that 
the Mbale High Court Circuit, which 
serves the Bukedi, Elgon and Sebei 
sub-regions, has a backlog of about 
3,350 cases. 

He also faulted police investigations, 
saying many murder cases lack suffi­
cient evidence to link suspects to the 
crimes. 

Budaka Chief Magistrate Lydia 
Kambedha said the court faces staff­
ing shortages, inagequatg office.equip-_ 
ment and freque.e.t p~l:itagttE de-:.s 
spite handling a growing caseload. 
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