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Select. Little wonder 
that when the sea­
son's Dream Team was 
named, REG had MVP 
Nicholas Matui, Crisp­
in Ntanteteri, Emmy 
Twagirayezu and Merci 
Gisubizo all recognized. 

BYEMANZI NDYAMUHAKI 

BENON MUGISHA 
AccoJade$ won this ~ason _~_ 

Rwanda Volleyball League, Genocide 
Memorial Tournament, Kayumba Memorial 
, Bronze at CAVB'Mens Club 
Championship 

U
gandan coach Benon Mugisha 
capped a remarkable season by 
guiding Rwanda Energy Group 

- (REG) Volleyball Club to the 
2026 Rwanda Volleyball League 

title after a dramatic 3-2 finals series 
victory over Police. 

Local 

How coach Mugisha defied-­
odds to win league ~rown 

. was.also a team in transition following 
a mass exOdus of star players, including 
Ugandan international Gideon Angiro 

. who crossed to Police. Bringing in new 
, talent meant patience would be need­

ed. It was always going to take time for 
all the pieces to click.But when they did, 
REG started asking questions of teams 
previously touted as favourites. 

Locked 
. They locked APR out of the playoffs to __ 

, take the final slot,defeated Kepler3-o in ~- . 
the semis before ensuring Police ended 
a second straight season with defeat in 
the finals. 

Mugisha's road to the championship ; ~iJri~ 
was built on resilience, tactical disci- ' 
pline and belief in his shorthanded , 
squad. Seen as the underdogs going in- j 
to the finals,REG fashioned a comeback ' 
from a 2-0 hole in a five-game serl.es to 

It is the second time Mugisha is lead­
ing REG to league success. He was also 
part of the third title they won in 2023 
but parted wayswith the team midway 
through that campaign. 

clinch the championship 3-2. Haymaker. Mugisha (C) is making it rain in the Rwandan league after making the move. PHOTO/COURTESY 

posed display and swept Police aside in quo in Rwanda, Police finished highest enough in the tank to claim a 3-1 win 
straight sets, taking the first 25-22, the among the local teafns, clinching silver and force Game Four. 

The title adds to an impressive year 
for the Ugandan tactician, who had al­
ready earned praise for leading REG to a 
continental bronze medal in Kigali. 

For Mugisha, the triumph represent-

Back-to-back victories in Game Four 
and Five delivered the championship 
for a REG side that only got into the 
playoffs by winning their last regular 

. second 25-14 and the third 2$-to clinch after losing to giants Ai Ahly in the final. . Police reorganized themselves and 

ed more than just another trophy. It __ - -
was confirmation of his growing rep­
utation as one of East Africa's top vol­
leyball coaches, capable of competing 

seasonfixture against APR. 

Perfect 
,Having gone down 2-o,REG needed to 

be perfect to get back into the series and 
avoid a sweep. And a 3-1 win in Game 
Three kept them alive, ensuring the se­
ries stretched to Game Four, and then a 
decisive Game Five, With confidence re­
stored, Mugisha's side entered the deci­
sive Game Five detennined to comp1ete 
the turnaround. REG produced a com-

the title. REG,meanwhile,de.fied odds again to started well in Game Four but REG 
win bronze and make it two medals for came from two sets down to win the 

Momentum shift Rwanda in the competition. match 3-2 and force the series into a de-
Afiertwo games of the series, there ap- Back to the league finals, nothing cisiveGameFive.Carryingthemomen-

peared to be one winner in the finals. much had changed ate REG. Engwau tum into Game Five proved pivotal for 
Police were cruising. REG could not . was still unable to play from the start Mugisha and his charges as Police strug­

find a response. Middle blocker Samuel , but was on the bench. gled to get going in the winner-takes­
Engwau was out nursing an injury. But Mugisha's leadership stood out as ' it-all affair. Led by former Sport-S star 

A much-needed break came in the se- he empowered the available options to Thon Maker and eventual MVP Nicho­
ries as the two sides turned their atten- get the job done. Police started Game las Matui, REG wiped the floor with Po­
tion to the CAVB Men's Club Champion- Three l..ij{e a team facing elimination lice in the decider. Mugisha took over 
ship hosted in Kigali. and cruised to the first two sets. And a REG side that was struggling to rub 

And as if to reemphasize the status despite losing the third, they sti II had shoulders with Rwanda's best teams. It 

and succeeding at both domestic and 
continental level. "Winning the league 
means a lot to me and REG because it ~ 
was like three years without winning it 
and we needed to put REG back where 
it belongs,"Mugisha told Daily Monitor. 

He added: "The season has been the 
best so far in my career, winning Gen­
ocide Memorial Tournament, Kayurn­
ba Memorial and the league, then being 
number three in Africa. We really thank 
God for reaching this far, and the PLllY­
ers for the maximum efforts." 
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BY ISAAC SSEJJOMBWE . 

KAMPALA. What began as a con­
versation about golf has evolved into a 
wider environmental mission. 

The usually calm greens at Lake Vic­
toria Serena Golf Resort & Spa became 
the setting for a bold sustainability 
push aimed at cutting single-use plas­
tics from Uganda's golfing culture. 

DFCU Banl\ and Victoria Serena Golf 
Resort & Spa officially launched the 
Plastic Free Golf initiative, a three-year 
environmental partnership that intro­
duces reusable aluminium water bot­
tles and strategically placed refill sta­
tions across the golf course, starting : 
with one symbolic target: making Hole 
14 completely plastic-free. 

But beyond the bottles and refill sta­
tions lies a larger ambition, changing 
habits and attitudes around waste. 

The initiative was born out of a recur­
ring problem witnessed at the course 
after heavy i'ains. According to the re­
sort's management, plastic waste reg­
ularly washes into parts of the course, 
particularly around Hole 14, before 
eventually ~into Lake Victoria. 

For the resort, the campaign is as 
much about protecting one of Africa's 
largest freshwater bodies as it is about 
improving the golfing experience. 

"This initiative is very important to 
us," said Theodor Van Rooy, GolfDirec­
tor at Lake Victoria Serena Golf Resort 

. .& SP3..¥"Fortwo years,we hav.e obsez:ved 
n nthe mmmntloEwast.e that flaws intathe 

dfcu and Serena Kigo Tee off fight against plastic waste · 

golf course after heavy rains, especial­
ly around Hole 14. Much of that waste 
eventually finds its way into Lake Vido­
ria, a vital water body that so many peo­
ple depend on." 

The golf course, which hosts about 
3,000 guests every month, generates sig­
nificant plastic consumption through 
bottlechwater andother disposable ma"4 
teria4 Used bylplayers:aB.d visitors.. :. l€ 

To tackle this,every golfer will now re-
• ceive a reusable almninium bottie dur­

ing their round, with refill sta'ions po­
sitioned at key points across the course, 
including around Holes 5 and 14. 

"Water coolers will be available at stra­
tegic points so players can refill their 
bottles throughout the day. This is our 
contribution towaxd reducing sinr 
gte-rue plasti~ and protecting the envi-

Common goal. 
Officials who 
gathered at the 
Lake Victoria 
Serena Golf 
Resort and Spa 
all shared the 
same vision -
protecting the 
environment 
from plastci 
waste. 
PHOTOIISAAC 
SSEJJOMBWE 

ronment,"Van Rooy added. 
For dfcu Bank, the partnership reflects 

a broader shift in how corporate insti­
, tutions are approaching sustainability, 

moving beyond boardroom ESG con­
versations into visible,practical action. 

Speaking during the launch, dfcu 
Board Chair Jimmy D. Mugerwa said 
sustain ability only becomes meanirig­
ful when it is embedded into daily or­
ganisational culture and linked to both 
community impact and business re­
sponsibility. Drawing from more than 
three decades in the oil and gas indus­
try, Mugerwa stressed that environ­
mental responsibility should not be 
treated as a passing corporate trend. 

"In 2024,dfcu Bank made notable pro­
gress in its ESG performance. The bank 
successfully recycled 60 percent of the 
waste generated across its operations," 

The initiative was born out of a Mugerwa said. 
. recurring problem witnessed "In addition, the bank achieved a 15 
at the course after heavy rains. percent reduction in its operational car-
Ac.cording to the resort's mana-bon footprint through various environ-
gement, plastic waste regularly mental commitments and sustainabili-
washes into parts of the course, ty initiatives."The initiative will also ex-
particularly around Hole 14, be- tend to club members, with all Lake Vic-
fore eventually draining into toria Serena Golf Club members set to 
Lake Victoria. For the resort, receive personalised reusable bottles 
the campaign is as much about engraved with their names,coUrtesy of 

. protecting one of Africa's lar- dfcu Bank While golfis often associated 
_ gsst freshwater bodies. _ "- " i with prestige.and leisure, thecampaign 

~ -g; ~. signals a growing effort beyond sport. 
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