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dfcu and Serena Kigo Tee off fight against plastic waste

BY ISAAC SSEJJOMBWE -

KAMPALA. What began as a con-
versation about golf has evolved into a

wider environmental mission. Officials wgh o ronment,”Van Rooy added.
The usually calm greens at Lake Vic- gathered at the For dfcu Bank, the partnership reflects

toria Serena Golf Resort & Spa became
the setting for a bold sustainability
push aimed at cutting single-use plas-
tics from Uganda’s golfing culture.
DFCU Bank and Victoria Serena Golf
Resort & Spa officially launched the
Plastic Free Golf initiative, a three-year
environmental partnership that intro-

duces reusable aluminium water bot- &

tles and strategically placed refill sta-
tions across the golf course, starting

with one symbolic target: making Hole -

14 completely plastic-free.

But beyond the bottles and refill sta-
tions lies a larger ambition, changing

habits and attitudes around waste.
The initiative was born out of a recur-
ring problem witnessed at the course

after heavy rains. According to the re-

sort’s management, plastic waste reg-

ularly washes into parts of the course,
particularly around Hole 14, before

golf course after heavy rains, especial-

Lake Victoria

~ Serena Golf

¢¢ Resortand Spa
. allshared the

i same vision -

protecting the

environment

from plastci

waste.
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The initiative was bornout ofa

_recurring problem witnessed

at the course after heavy rains.

a broader shift in how corporate insti-

* tutions are approaching sustainability,

moving beyond boardroom ESG con-
versations into visible, practical action.
Speaking during the launch, dfcu
Board Chair Jimmy D. Mugerwa said
sustainability only becomes meaning-
ful when it is embedded into daily or-
ganisational culture and linked to both
community impact and business re-
sponsibility. Drawing from more than
three decades in the oil and gas indus-
try, Mugerwa stressed that environ-
mental responsibility should not be
treated as a passing corporate trend.
“In 2024, dfcu Bank made notable pro-
gress in its ESG performance. The bank

© successfully recycled 60 percent of the

waste generated across its operations,”
Mugerwa said.

“In addition, the bank achieved a 15
percentreduction inits operational car-

eventually draining into Lake Victoria. To tackle this,every golfer willnowre- ~ According to the resort’s mana- bon footprint through various environ-

For the resort, the campaign is as = ly around Hole 14.Much of that waste  ceive a reusable aluminium bottledur- ~ gement, plastic waste regularly mental commitments and sustainabili-
much about protecting one of Africa’s = eventually finds its way into Lake Victo- = ing their round, with refill sta:ions po- washes into parts of the course, ty initiatives.”The initiative will also ex-
largest freshwater bodies asitis about = ria,avital water body thatsomanypeo- = sitioned at key points across thecourse, |~ particularly around Hole 14, be- tend to club members,with all Lake Vic-
improving the golfing experience. - pledepend on.” . including around Holes 5 and 14. fore eventually draining into . toria Serena Golf Club members set to

“This initiative is very importantto  The golf course, which hosts about =~ “Watercoolerswillbe availatleatstra-  Lake Victoria. For the resort, receive personalised reusable bottles
us,”said Theodor Van Rooy, Golf Direc- = 3,000 guests every month,generatessig- = tegic points so players can refill their =~ thecampaignisasmuchabout = engraved with their names, courtesy of
tor at Lake Victoria Serena Golf Resort = nificant plastic consumption through = bottles throughout the day. Thisisour | ° protecting one of Africa’s lar- dfcu Bank. While golf is often associated
-& Spa.£Fortwo years,wehave observed . bottledwater and other disposablema-. - contribution toward reducing sin- . with prestige and leisure, the campaign

gost freshwater bodies.

71 iithe amountof waste that flows intothe i terials used byplayersand visitors. = := ; gle-nse plastic and protecting the envi- signals a growing effort beyond sport.



