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The assurance comes 
amid growing concern 
among parents following 
reports of rising Ebola 
Virus Disease cases in 
the country. 

BY JANE NAFULA 

T
he government has dismissed 

, speculation that schools could be 
closed due to. the ongoing Ebola 
outbreak, assuring parents,learn-, 

ers and education institutiohs that 
th~ ~I¥lPlans W sus~d l~~ 
activities. 

The assuran.ce co~es amid grow­
ing concern among parents following 
reports of rising Ebola VIrUS Disease 
(EVD) cases in the country and recent 
government measures aiined at con­
taining the outbreak. 

Speakingyesterday,the Ministry of Ed­
ucation and Sports spokesperson, Dr 
DenniS Mugimba (PhD), urged the pub­
lic to disregard social media messages 
and videos claiming that schools would 
soon be closed. 

"Please ignore'videos and social me­
dia messages speculating about clo­
sures of educational institutions. Par­
ents and heads of institutions areurged 
to remain vigilant and obserVe Stand­
ard Operating Procedures (SOPs) as 
guided by the Ministry of Health," Dr 
Mugimba said in a statement. 

He urged the public to rely only on in­
formation issued through official gov­
ernment communication channcls. 

The ministry's clarification follows 
growing anxiety among parents, many 
of whom fear a repeat of the prolonged 
school closures witnessed during the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

Some parents expressed concern that 
another shutdown could leave them fi­
nancially strained after recently paying 
schoolfeesforthenewterm. 

"Ijust obtained a loan and cleared rees 
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Some ofthe temporary facilities which have been constructed at the former Mulago play ground to isolate suspected 
Ebola patients. PHOTO/STEPHEN OTAGE 

for my five children. I did the same in 
2020, only for schools to be closed. The 
schools didn't refund my hard-earned 
money, and I struggle to raise fees," one 
concerned parent said. 

Uganda's education sector was 
among the hardest hit by the Covid-19 
pandemic. Schools remained closed be­
tween 2020 and 2021 as part of meas­
ures to curb the spread of the virus. 

On January 10,2022, the government 
fully reopened schools after 83 weeks 
of closure, the longest uninterrupted 
shutdown of educational institutions 

anywhere in the wo~d during the pan­
demic. 

Likewise, Mr Allan Kasujja, the Ex­
ecutive Director of the Uganda Me­
dia Center, said, "No schools have been 
closed. No districts are under lock­
down." 

The latest reassurance comes as 
health authorities intensify efforts to 
contain Ebola following confirmation 
of additional cases. According to the 
Ministry of Health, Uganda had regis­
tered ni!ie confirmed Ebola cases by 
May 31, including two new infections 

reported in the latest update. 
Last week, the government an­

nounced the temporary closure of 
Uganda's border with the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC), citing the es­
calating Ebola outbreak in the neigh­
bouring country and the risk posed. by 
cross-border movements. 

Speaking during a press briefing at 
the Uganda Media Centre on May 27, 
the Permanent Secretary in the Minis­
try ofHealth,Dr Diana Atwine, said the 
decision was reached by the National 
Ebola Task Force chaired by Vice Presi-

dentJessicaAlupo. 
"Following the continued escalation 

in the scale of the Ebola outbreak in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo and the 
challenges associated with cross-bor­
der movements between DRC and 
Uganda, leading to a high risk of the 
spread of Ebola into Uganda, the Na­
tional Task Force agreed that Uganda is 
temporarily closing the border with the 
Democratic Republic of Congo with im­
mediate effect, " Dr Atwine said. 

She explained that only authorised 
Ebola respt'.lnse teams, humanitarian 
wo~ers,foodandcargotransporters, 
and security personnel would be per- . 
mitted to cross the border, subject to 
strict health screening measures. 

Health officials have continued to 
urge members oftb,e.l'ublic to Qbserve_ 
preventive measures,including regular 
handwashing, avoiding unnecessary 
physical contact, promptly reporting 
suspected sympto:rns and seeking med­
ical attention when unwell 

For now, education authorities main­
tain that schools will remain open, pro­
vided institutions continue to imple­
ment the Ministry of Health's recom­
mended safety protocols. 

PREVENTION 

• Avoid physical contact with 
anyone showing the Ebola symp­
toms 
• Practice hand washing and ' 
maintain good hand hygiene at 
all times 
• Avoid contact with body fluids 
that include urine, blood, sweat, 
saliva, vomitus, and stool 
• Seek appropriate health care 
services immediately when you 
experience Ebola-like symptoms 
• Handling and burial of dead bo­
dies of suspected Ebola patients 
should be supervised by the 
health team 
• All public places should insti­
tute hand-washing facilities at 
thei,. premises. .:; 
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BY TONY ABET 

KAMPALA. Congolese nationals ac­
count for the majority of Ebola VIrUS 
Disease (EVD) cases reported in Ugan­
da, statistics from Uganda's Ministry 
of Health show. Out of the cumulative 
nine cases repbrted by the Ministry, at 
least five are Congolese nationals who 
crossed into Uganda seekingtreatment. 

The last two EVD cases reported by 
the Ministry on May 29 were all Congo­
lese nationals. There have also been no 
new cases reported as the country in­
tensifies efforts to prevent importation 
of cases from.DR Congo, the place expe­
riencing a bigger Ebola outbreak and 
spread. 

Details from the Ministry of Health 
show that initial EVD cases can be, 
traced to a Congolese woman who' 
came to Uganda for treatment on April 
10, and another male Congolese who 

Ebola: Congolese nationals top cases reported in Uganda 
came in later on April 11. . 

"Upon arrival (in Uganda), she trav­
elled from Arua to Entebbe via a char­
tered flight and sought medical care on 
May 10, at a private hospital in Kampa­
la,~ explained Dr Charles Olaro, the Di­
rector General of Health Services at the 
Mini,stry. 

"She was initially treated and dis­
charged in good condition on May. 14, 
after which she travelled back to the DR 
Congo," DrOlaro added. 

The Ministry indicated that medical 
wo~ers in Uganda treated her without 
knowing she had Ebola, and so they got 
exposedtotheinfectio~ 

But the Ministry took interest in her 
matter after the May 14 incident at 
Kibuli Muslim Hospital, where a Con-

.. Peoplewho have f New 
_ been exposed " 
to an infected 
individual. - i "~ ~ 

golese man with similar conditions to 
hers died. Tests later showed he had Eb­
ola BundIbugyo Virus Disease. 

Information from the ministry indio 
cates that the 59-year-old Congolese 
male who was admitted to Kibuli Mus­
lim Hospital in Kampala on May 11 pre­
sented with respiratory distress, epi­
sodes of fevers, epigastric pain, naUsea, 
fever and had challenges passing urine. 

While in admission, his condition de­
teriorated, and he died in the Inten­
sive Care Unit (lCU) with bleeding 
sympto:rns. Dr Diana Atwine, the Per­
manent Secretary at the Ministry, said 
they traced the patient who had come 
on May 10 and was dischirrged. She said 
when they traced her samples, collect­
ed in the hospital she was treated, re-

-

r 

sults showed she had EVD. 
Following these discoveries, over 100 

health workers who were exposed to 
the patients and other contacts of the 
patients in Uganda have been quaran­
tined as the government intensifies ef­
forts to contain the outbreak. Some 
have eventually tested positive while in 
quarantine. 

On May 25, the Ministry reported two 
new cases ofEVD in the country, among 
Ugandan health workers working in a 
private health facility in Kampala 

"Both patients have been admitted to 
the designated treatment unit and are 
now receiving care. All contacts linked 
to the confirmed cases are being list­
ed for follow-up by response teams,~he 
said. 

Congolese" i 
natronal ~ 

Dr Olaro appealed to the health wo~­
ers and the public to ~ vigilant and re­
port suspected cases ofEbola. 

"Infection prevention applies to all 
the staff Some of the people whom we 
quarantined because of the current 
outbreak did ultrasounds on patients. 
We emphasise infection prevention so 
you protect and your patients, and sub­
sequently your family and communi­
ty," he said. 

To the public, Dr Olaro said: "You are 
advised to immediately report any­
one presenting sympto:rns consistent 
with Ebola Virus Disease to the nearest 
health facility." 

"Early detection and treatment great­
ly improve survival chances and pre­
ventfurther Ebola spread,"he added. 


