
Child labour: A big threat 
EDITOR: Child labour remains a serious concern in Uganda, 
affecting thousands of children across both rural and urban 
communities. It refers to work that is harmful, exploitative, or 
interferes with a child's education and development In districts such 
as Karamoja (Moroto, Napak, Kotido), many children are involved 
in cattle herding and mining, often in harsh conditions. In Busoga 
sub-region districts like Jinja, Mayuge and Kamuli, children are 
commonly engaged in sugarcane cutting and plantation work. In 
Kalangala and other fishing communities, children are involved in 
fishing activities, including night fishing, which exposes them to 
danger. Across towns like Kampala and Mbale, some children work 
as domestic workers or street vendors, often missing school. Poverty, 
limited awareness and social pressures continue to push families to 
depend on children's labour, instead of sending them to school. 
The consequences of child labour are severe and long-lasting. 
Children who spend tl).eir days working miss out on education, play, 
and proper development.Many drop out of school or struggle td 
keep up with learning -due ·to fatigue and lack of time. Those working 
on farms, in mines, or at fishing sites face risks, such as injuries, 
exploitation and exposure to harsh weather. These experiences affect 
their physical and emotional well-being and reduce their chances 
of building better futures. At the national level child labour slows 
Uganda's development When children are denied education, the 
COutltry loses future skilled workers, innovators and leaders. This 
creates a cycle where poverty continues from one generation to 
another, especially in regions already facing economic hardship. 
Ensuring that all.children are in school is not only about protecting 
riglits, but also about building a stronger, more productive nation. 

Kevin Mubuuke, 
Child rights speclal/st, Save the Children 
Read full version on www.newvlslon.co.ug 
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Opposi~ion under the 'no sleep' dispensation 
. ionnation of the new. Government 

is steadily nearing completion 
following President Yoweri 
Museveni's swearing-in on May 
12, swearing-in of MPs, election 

of a new Speaker and Deputy Speaker 
of Parliament, appointment of a Cabinet, 
appointment of a Leader of Opposition 
(LOP) in Parliament and swearing-in of 
local council leaders in the districts and 
cities. 

As a reminder, the working theme for 
the new goverIl)1lent is No sleep, no 
corruption!In the previous tw<r articles, we 
enumerated. how the theme applies to the 
Executive branch. Today, we look at how 
it applies to the opposition side. 

Online, I have observed some Ugandans 
who claim that Museveni is not their 
President, in an attempt to perpetuate the 
(futile) politicS of defiance. However, the 
same people are selected when it comes 
to opposition leaders, as if they were 
voted for py.everjone. Uganda is one 
country with one government where both 
National Resistance Movement (NRM) 
and opposition parties are represented in 
power structures. 

Last week, LOP Joel Ssenyonyi made 
comments on the flom: of Parliament, 
which I found in line with President 
Museveni's projected line of business 
in the new term of office and which the 
"lost sheep" should learn from. Ssenyonyi 
stated that he didn't vote for Jacob Oboth 
as Speaker (because he had his own 
candidate in the race, Paul Mwiru), but 
the Speaker, once elected, was a Speaker 
for all. He also said that Vice-President 
Jessica Alupo and Prime Minister Robinah 
Nabbanja, who had been approved by the 
ij9qs~ 9ut1ap?9in~p.by,~~ ?rp!~p~nt), 

should be ready to serve everyone and that opposition 
would be at their doors, knocking. ~ 

I also watched a clip where Ssenyonyi was at the 
swearing-in of the new Nakawa division mayor, Ali 
Bukeni (Nubian Li). Even there, he talked of working 
together for the good of the people. Kampala Lord 
Mayor Ronald Balimwezo and Bukeni spoke a similar 
language in favour of serving all regardless of political 
differences. The collective statement of the above 
elected leaders hailing from National Unity Platform, 
which is the dominant opposition group, for me, 
answers the question of where opposition belongs 
in the new "no sleep" dispensation of 2026-203l. 
Y01,l cannot be in Uganda and claim that Museveni 
is not your President simply because you didn't 
vote for him. Not everybody voted for Ssenyonyi, 
Balimwezo, Bukeni, Betty Nambooze (MP Mukono· 
,Municipality), Mwiru, etc. No single leader was voted 
for by all Ugandans, but that does not take away their 
legitimacy, unless decided otherwise by the courts of 
law or other competent forums. 

Alupo and Nabbanja were not voted to be VP and 
PM, respectively, but they were collectively approved 
by Parliament, including the opposition side. They. 
are the VP and PM of all Ugandans. All Ministers, 
Resident District Commissioners, heads of Ministry, 
Department and Agencies serve all Ugandans. 

Therefore, all Ugandans are under the 
authority and responsibility of President 
Museveni without exception. It takes 
discipline, a sense of maturity, mutual 
respect, co-operation (on matters of national 
iinportance) and exemplariness to realise 
this fact and go by it. That's the kind of 
oppOSition we want to see. I ~~~~ 

other parties that have also embraced this concept. 
The opposition is bound to observe the no sleep, 

no corruption command of service, which aims to 
effectively deliver services to all citizens without 
discrimination. Opposition has a duty to keep 
government in check, but who keeps opposition· in 
check? Who checks the opposition when it is sleeping 
on the job or when they engage in corruption? We can't 
only question the Executive/government bench. 

In the previous Parliament, there were hints of under­
performance, where reports could not be accounted 
for in time. Some opposition MPs were also noted 
for under-performance in the constituencies, which 
resulted in many of them who had benefited from the 
"wave" in 2021 not making it back. Others played dirty 

to get re-elected, while some were favoured by 
the party bosses. Kampala, with Lord Mayor 
Lukwago, opposition-only MPs and Division 

councils, saw a lot of stagnation. 
Isn't that sleeping on the job? 

It has been noted that 
some opposition leaders 
spent the whole term out 
of sight, only turning up fo 

fight for party cards for 
re-election. But everyone 
is quiet about them, 
apparently because they 

are immune to criticism. 
On which grounds? This is 

taxpayers' money they 
are earning for free, 

yet accusing 

NRM colleagues of similar things. There 
are reports about some opposition MPs 
who have been engaged in corruption, 
but this is not given attention becau~ 
they trick the public into focusing on 
the NRM side, as the "government 
in power". We risk entrencfiing an 
opposition that may be averse to 
transparency and accountability while 
bossing everyone else. 

In this new term, NRM and 'state 
agencies must do "counter oversight" 
over the opposition and do performance 
and lifestyle audits on its leaders. And no 
one should claim witch-hunt or political 
persecution when asked to account 
because what is good for NRM is good 
for the opposition, too. t 

Anyone who disregards the President'S 
. command for all to stay awake and to 

desist from corrupt tendencies, thinking 
that being opposition gives them cover 
to do as they wish, should know that 
when it comes to the need for services, 
Ugandans do not differentiate. The same 
sieve that applies to NRM also applies 
to opposition. Non-performers.fi"om 
both sides are individually exposed and 
ejected. Ugandan voters are united when 
it comes to demanding the national cake 
since the challenges they face are more 
or less the same. Five years is not far 
off when everyone will have to account 
before them. 
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