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Ebola is a reminder that 
humanitarian reliefsystems 
are essential to human survival 

With a few confinned cases, one death, and a closed 
border with the DemocratitRepublic of Congo, Uganda 
is again faced with the reality ofEbola. The Bunchbugyo 
strain sprea<ling through eastern DRC has no vacciiie and 
has now reportedly reached our capital. For the traders, 
families, and workers whose lives depend on that border 
corridor, the closure is not a bureaucratic inconvenience 
but an economkrupture,andnobody can saywith confi­
dence when it ends. 

Uganda has fa~ed Ebola before and contained it Our 
health workers are experienced, our contact tracing ca­
pacity is among the strongest on the continent,ifnot the . 
world, and-c6nuntmitres across affected districts are al­
ready mobilising_ That capacity is real.But it did not ap­
pear from nowhere, and it cannot sustain itself on good­
will alone. Which is why this moment demands more 
than a conversation about one virus. 

The deeper story is about what happens when the 
world decides, quietly and gradually, that it can no longer 
afford the systems that keep outbreaks or disasters from 
becoming catastrophes. OVerthe past two years, that deci­
sion has been made repeatedly by some of the wealthiest 
governments on earth. TIle UmtedKingdom announced 
this yearthatit would cut its aid budget from 0.5 percent 
of gross national income to 0.3 percent by 2027,a reduc­
tion of roughly 40 percent, and the lowest share Britain 
has spent on overseas development since 1999. The bilat­
eral aid budget is projected to fall by 57 percent from 2023 
levels. Across the DECD, official development assistance . 
decIilled in 2024 at a rate analysts have described as his- , 
toric.This is not the story of one country or one political 
momeIit.It is a collective retreat across the world 

The UN's humanitarian appeal for DRC this year re­
quires $1.4 billion but as of now, barely a third of that has 
been committed,leaving a gap of nearly $929 million. 
That grip means health workers respondi,ng to this out­
break are doingso without adequate resources. It means 
surveillance systems that should be catching cases ear-
ly are stretched thin. Of the 15 million people in DRC who 
need humanitarian support right now, only 7.3 million 
can be reached. On May 22, UN Relief Chief Tom Fletch­
er released $60 million from the Central Emergency Re­
sponse Fund to atcelerate the regional response, and 
while it was a welcome gesture,1t remains a fraction of 
what is needed. 

What makes this urgent for Ugandans is that Ebola is 
only one of the threats we live alongside. Floods have dis­
placed thousands of people in recent years. Conflict in 
eastern DRC has pushed successive waves of refugees into 
western Uganda for decades, and Uganda now hosts more 
refugees than almost any country in Africa DrOught 
tightens its grip on Karamoja with increasing frequen­
cy.A new pandemic could emerge from the Same po-
rous borders and dense forest corridors that Ebola travels 
through.All of these scenarios draw on the same human­
itarian infrastructure. When that infrastructure is under­
funded, the consequences do not staywithin one crisis. 
They compound. 

Theworld has developed a costly habit ofrespon<ling 
to emergencies rather than investingin the systems that . 
prevent them from escalating,Donor funding tends to ar­
rive when images are dramatic enough, when the·death 
toll is high enough. What does not attract the same urgen­
cy is the quieter work of maintaining community health 
networks,stocking medical supplies, training surveillance 
teams, and sustaining the regional coordination mecha­
nisms that allowed Uganda to contain previous outbreaks 
before they spiralled. These things require consistent,pre­
dictable support through the UN agencies and interna­
tional partners whose mandates exist precisely for mo­
ments like this one. 

Uganda cannot wait for the neXt emergency to make 
this argument. The next threat may not be Ebola.Itmay 
be mudslide, a famine,a conflict spillover, or something 
we have not faced before. The humanitarian infrastruc­
ture that would respond to any of those scenarios is the 
same i.n1'r3Structure being quietly dismantled by budget 
decisions made in capitals far from here. What this out­
break asks of us, beyond the immediate work of contain­
ment,is a clearer-eyed insistence that hllllUmitarian sys­
tems are not charity. They are survival infrastructure and 
deserve to be funded like it 

Ivan,Odiit-Onapito, 
[: ) L 16Ot1@pitt.edu 

DAILY MONITOR I WEDNESDAY, JUNE 3, 2026 

www.~onitor.co.ug 

LETTER OF THE DAY 
~ )..::! . .,. ~ ... ~"'~" ,- , ,,-' :.. ~ .J 

. ~ .-"'" -.- . .; "--,;'k- -

-Parenting .-crisis: These day 
. pafentS_' fear-their children 

price_ We begin to see rising in­
discipline, emotional instabil­
ity, substance abuse, violence, _ 
entitlement, and growing dis­
respect for institutions andciu­
thority. Communities are be- -
coming fragmented because 
the iOtmdational unit, the fum­
ily,has become fragile. My moth-

Last weekend, I -had a privi­
lege of traveling with my moth­
er,Adyeeri, on a longjo~ey to ;: 
Fort Portal. The winding roads, 
the green countryside, and the 
calm silell~ between conversa­
tions created the perfect atmos­
phere for refJ.ection. Somewhere 
along the journey, our discus- I 

sion turned to one subject that 
has become impossible to ig­
nore in modern society -parent­
ing and the changing behaviour 
of children. 

OUt of curiosity, and perhaps 
concern, I asked her a question 
many people have quietly asked 
themselves in rec~nt years.: 
"What is happening with chil­
dren these days?" Her answer 
came instantly and without 
hesitation. "Nothing is wrong 
with the children," she said 
calmly."The proble,m is with the 
parents."That response caught 
me offguard. 

For a moment, I expected the . 
usual criticism directed at to­
day's .generation - claims that 
children have become stub­
born, disrespectful, entitled, or 
morally lost instead, my moth­
er shifted the focus entirely.Ac­
cording to her, the real crisis lies 
not in children, but in the grad­
ual withdrawal of parents from 
their sacred responsibility of 
raising them. Then she made a 
statement that stayed with me 
for the rest of the journey to­
date: "These days, parents fear 
their children insteacrof chil­
dren fearing their parents."This 
was a painful observation, but 
also an honest one. 

frontation, rebellion, emotion­
al backlash, or being labelled 
"too harsh."Yet generations be­
fore us understood parenting 
differently. Parents were pres­
lnt. They guided firmly. They 
corrected lovingly. They invest­
ed time, values, aJ1d attention 
into shaping character. Children 
grew up knowing boundaries, 
respect, and responsibility. 

Today, however, life has be­
come, understandably, increas­
ingly demanding. Parents are 
busier than ever before. Eco­
nomic pressures force many to 
spend long hours away from 
home trying to provide better 
lives for their families. In the 
process, many homes have be­
come more financially stable 

Across many homes today, au­
thority has quietly changed 
hands. Parents hesitate to cor­
rect their children. Discipline is 
often mistaken for cruelty. Guid­
ance is replaced by negotiation. 
Many mothers and fathers now 
walk cautiously around their 
own children, afraid of con-

. but emotionally disconnect­
ed. My mother pointed out an­
other painful reality: children 
now spend most of their form­
ative years in schools and insti­
tutions rather than under the 
influence of their parents. They 
wake up early for school, spend 
the entire day with teachers 

er called it a "looming genera- -
tional crisis." The more I reflect-
ed on her words, the more I re­
alised she \yas right. No society 
canoutsource parenting entire-
ly to schools, churches, technol­
ogy, or domestic workers. Chil­
dren may learn mathematics 
in classrooms, but values are 
first learned at home. Respect 
is taught around dining tables. 
Integrity is modelled by par­
ents. Emotional security is built 
through presence, attention, 
and conversation. 

Parenting has never been easy. 
But p~haps the greatest chal­
lenge of modern parenting is 
not lack oflove; it is lack of time, 
consistency, and intentio~ali­

and peers, return home ex- ty.In chasing success, many par­
hausted, and then disappear in- ents are unknowingly becom­
to phones, television, or social ing strangers to their own chil­
media. Others spend the entire dren. The solution may not re­
school term in boarding schools. quire expensive programmes 
As a result, the little time left for or complicated policies. Perhaps 
genuine parent-child interac- it begins with simple but inten­
tion has kept shrinking. Mean- tional actions: parents becom­
while, teachers themselves are ing emotionally available again, 
overwhelmed with academic families having conversations 
targets and administrative re- again, fathers and mothers re­
sponsibilities. Their role is in- claiming their role as guides 
creasingly centred on produc- and mentors, and homes be­
ing grades rather than shaping coming places of learning, not 
character. As a result, a danger- merely sleeping spaces. 
ous gap has emerged: Children As we approached Fort Portal 
are growing up educated, but and the beautiful hills emerged 

·notnecessarilyguided.Thevare in the distance, our conversa­
informed, but not always men- ' tion slowly faded into silence. 
tored. They are connected on- But my mother'S words contin­
line, yet emotionally distant at ued echoing in my mind. May­
home. And perhaps most tragi- be the greatest inheritance we 
cally,many are growing up with- can give the next gen~tion is 
out deeply understan<ling disci: . not wealth, expensive schools, 
pline, resilience, empathy, or ac- or modern gadgets. Maybe it is 
countability. simply present, courageous,and 
This is not merely a family is- intentional parenrng. ' 

sue. It is becoming a societal is-
sue. When parenting weak-
ens, society eventually pays-the Protazio Sande, parent. 

What changes does the informal sector need to make? 

Patrick Mugisha, 
Commissioner Business 
devt,Min of Trade 
In the 2022/2023 financial 
year, the informal sector con­
tributed Shs.S7trillion to­
wards the GDP.Theyneed 
formalise so as to scale their 
business. There is no product 
that is made in the dark. 

Dr Apollo Buregyeya, 
Makerere University 
When KCCA started enforc­
ing the trade order,people 
thought it would be chaot­
ic but the compliance levels 
went up. People started reg­
isteringvoluntarily,mean­
ing people need a push to do 
some things. 

. . .:.. 

Peter Mesach Sekaleka 
Engineer 
Most carpenters, site engi­
neers, architects, draughts 
men, carpenters, con-
crete mixers join these pro­
fessions informally. They 
should be given some kind 
of certification so that they 
can get bigger opportunities. 

, .. .. .. 

Annet Nsiimire, 
UVTAB 
We have many uncerti-
fied electrical practition-
ers who need to be taught 
which wires need to be used 
in which areas and also cre­
ate a database showing their 
competences and their lo­
cations. 
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