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18 Thursday, June 4, 2026 

L~nacapavir: The AIDS 
finish line isin sight 

I 
ncontinuous effort's towards ending 
AIDS by 2030, Uganda approved 
a ground-breaking, long-acting 
prevention drug called Lenacapavir, 
officially launched on April 17, at Lira 

Regional Referral Hospital. The event was " 
led by Dr Jane Ruth Aceng, under the 
theme: Exptmding HIV Prevention Choices 
with Lenacapavir: A bold step Towards an 
HW free generation. 

Lenacapavir, a twice-yearly injectable, 
joins otl!er.H!Y-preventive and effective 
options inc\Jlding daily oral Pre-Exposure 
Prophylactic (PrEP) tablets, the monthly 
Dapivirine vaginal ring and long-acting Cabotegravir (an injection every 
two months). 

Lenacapavir works by stop.ping the virus from invading the body; 
think of it as a shield that blocks HIV at the door. It is intended for sero­
different couples, where one partner is living with HIV~ and the other is 
not; key persons most exposed to HIV, such as young people, especially 
adolescent-girls and young women, sex workers, fisher-folks, truck drivers 
who are frequently on the move, and men who have sex with men. 

In February, Uganda received 19,200 packs of Lenacapavir, equivalent to 
9,600 doses; the roll out is happening now, with services at selected health 
facilities nationwide. Large-scale medical studies showed that Lenacapavir . 
is highly safe and incredibly effective; in fact, it 'worked so well that the 
trials were stopped early so everyone could be-offered the shot The most 
common side effects inClude pain, redness or swelling at the ihjection site, 
but these are mild to mod~rate and go away within about two weeks. " 

(OMA1ENT 

Uganda has fought HIV with courage and resilience for decades. With 
this powerful new weapon finally here, we have a new reason to hope and 

. a new urgency to act The finish line is in sight 

The writer Is 'iJ Field Epldemloloqy Fellow at the Uqanda 
Public Health Fellowship Proqramme by the Ministry of 

. H~/th, Uqanda 

The Bishop of Lira -Catholic Diocese, Sanctus L1no Wanok (second row, centre), with members of the Catholic 
Women's Guild and priests after the Holy Mass to commemorate the Uganda Martyrs Day at Uganda Martyrs 
Cathedral In Lira city, Lira district, yesterday. During Mass, Wanok encouraged the faithful to follow the 
. example of the martyrs to ensure the celebration holds true significance in their lives 
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. How 'protecting gains' speaks to NRM's 2026 election win 
~" 

PE
esident Yoweri Museveni 

d the National Resistance 
ovement's (NRM) 

resounding win in the 
recently concluded general 

election were quite expected as " 
they were decisive. The political 

. ,.. stab wounds are still festering and 
the fallout reverberating across 
the opposition political canvas; the 

; Yusuf Nsibambis and scores of 
I "others are and not in vain, desirous 
I 

\ 
to bandwagon with the NRM for 
good reasons: The gains, a huge 

i ,stamp of this administration's stellar 
). performance, scored during Uganda's 
I renaissance since 1986 must be . I I jealously and resolutely safeguarded 

since the 2026 hoopmg Win validates 
them. 

Part of their problem is that 
Uganda's opposition have fed 
themselves on blatant lies and 
slogans: Omusajja agenda, tumutwaJa, 
etc, for far too long. These have never 
slowed down Uganda's best President 
since independence; the -restoration 
of peace, security and tranquillity; 

. the restoration of political freedoms! 
political parties after the plebiscite of 
2005; the restoration of the country 
into international files of honour; 
the repudiation of extra judicial 
killings; the restoration of traditional 

, leadetships 'and restitution of their ' 

properties; the devolution of power 
to the periphery, institutionalising 
gender-based as well as youth 
empowerment programmes and 

.laws, the astronomical growth of 
Uganda:s nominal economy in 1986 
from $3.92b to $68b by June 2026; 
the implementation of the Social 
Assistance Grants For Empowerment 
(SAGE) programme, as Well as the 
prqdigious road, health and education 
intfcistt:uctural development, all 
coIDbined to convincingly inform 
Ug)mdan voters to choose the man 
with the hat who, according to them, 
e~ures the protection of those very 
gains. 

And now that the job of protecting 
those gains was endorsed in 
furtherance of national development, 
as a matter of urgency, they must 
speak to the win that President 
Museveni and the NRM party . 
registered during the just-concluded 
general elections as follows: 

First, the Ugandan voter knows 
where we are coming from. The 
C04ntry has made huge strides as 
enumerated above and there is 
evEiry reason why the sweet win 
has to be protected by perpetually 
maintaining the peace, security and 
staJ!,ility that were ushered in by the 
Yow-eri Museveni administration. 
Left unaftended, the trio can quickly 

dissipate at the hands of some 
elements with a cognitive deficit, 
recalcitrant subverts and their foreign 
backers who are always hell-bent on 
fomenting chaos. 

Secondly, as by law established 
through the Political Parties 
and Organisations' Act and the 
Constitution, all registered parties 
must abide by the pieces of legislation 
that regulate their activities; the NRM 
has, as a matter of fact, performed 
best here. It, for.instance and in timely 
fashion, files its audited accounts with 
the Electoral Commission, takes part 
in the Inter-Party Organisation for 

Dialogue (!POD) political process, has 
superbly integrated the youth, women 
and workers in its leadership, among 
other compliances. 

Correspondingly, the NRM should 
continue trail-blazing other political 
players on Uganda's crowded 

- political canvass in accordance 
with the law. Elsewhere, the Yoweri 
Museveni administration restored 
traditional heads after a lull of 
several decades: Since 1966 when 
monarchism was abolished up to 
1986, Uganda had seven heads of 
state, including thret! Baganda, but 
none of them had enough gusto to 
restore kings. Uganda had to wait 
for a Munyankore, Yoweri Museveni, 
to do it in 1993. This administration 
also e.onsequently moved briskly 
and' insulated the restored traditional 
lea~ts .against political predators, 
most-especially from the opposition 
pedigree, through enacting relevant 
laws that not only codified them, but 
also debarred them from taking part 
in the ever-divisive partisan politics. 

Thirdly, the administration should, 
as it has always done, further 
underpin the numerous poverty 
alleviation interventions and 
programmes aimed at pulling folks 
out of poverty by ensuring that: They 
are free of corruption, accessibility 
is increased, monitoring is improved 

through "giving extension services to 
recipients induding technical and 
others. It is gratifying .to note that 
Uganda graduated into the lower 
middle-incOme status bracket in 
March 2024 and projectionS firmly 
suggest that by 2026 it will further 
consolidate'this status. 

Lastly, regional iritegration is 
another credit to Museveni. Earlier 
attemp~ at integration were scuttled 
in 1977 when the ~ntre could not 
hold anymore due to misplaced 
ideological differences among the 
East African Community (HAC) 
member states. President Museveni 
hcis been a dependable fulcrum upon 

" whom current exertions to prosper 
i the EAC have been based and for 
I good reasons; increasingly, Uganda's 

most important export destination is 
the EAC as shown by the following 
receipts: Kenya~ - $S27m; South Sudan . , . 

I - $490m (2026); DR Congo - $980m 
(2025); Rwanda - $S9.lm; Burundi 
- $72.Sm (2025) . As of early 2026, 
Uganda experienced a trade surplus 
with the EAC driven by strong exports 

I to the DR Congo, South Sudan and 
i Kenya. Uganda recorded a $41.Sm .... 
: surplus with regional exports reaching I $260.4m. 

The author Is a National 
I Resistance Movement cadre 


