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E."'-es Rising. Sacked by UKA Japan Motors, Pak Shaheens are flying above the rest of the Bronze Divi­
~Io,n ~ith an unbeaten record that has transformed them from newcom~rs into a genuine promotion side. 

UNBEATEN FLIGHT 

Thus Far. The Bronze Divi­
sion is increasingly becoming 
a breeding ground for some 
of Uganda's strongest club 
sides. Shaheens have com­
bined experienced players, 
smart recruitment and 
fearless cricket to challenge 
the old aSsumption that qua­
lity exists only in the top tiers 

Unbeaten Pak Shaheens eyeing 
perfect,pussage to Silver Division 

'. CenturionA. 

posed to attract this much atten- "We v:ere under a lot of pressure after heel and Akbar Ahmad claimed two are proving that the lower dMsions 
tion. Yet with one roundJeft be- collapsmg early;"Raheel saul. apiece. , are no longer a home for ordinary 
fore the playoffs, UKA Japan Mo- ,"1 am~appy I ~k n:sponsibility along- The vu:~o~ leaves the Sh~eens top of , cricket. Many of the league's emerg-

BY INNOCENT NDAWULA ; 'T he Bronze Division was never sup- (15*) calmly guided the chase home., sit Habib taking three wickets while Ra- More importantly, Pak Shaheens 

tors-backed Pak Shaheens have SIde SunilBut theJ~b ~ not over. We have ~nze DivisIon Group ~ WIth an un~t- . ing talents now feature in ambi-
"""a>O~cll>l"""'''---_______ : become on~ofthe.stories_ofthe season.- _to __ _ finis!1 It_on Sl!!ldayQun~_ enrecon! and promotion fin.nly WI~,-t!,OJlS new clubs eager tIL climl;> 1;lle 

preserving their unbeaten record with a 7)agamstIl?atll?a ' ream: ,pyramid. For the Shafieens, promo-
clinical four-wicket victory over fellow and mamtam A WIll over lowly Iganga this Sunday tion remains the objective. Doing it 
contenders Chennai CC at Florida Oval ourunbeat- would not only preserve their without losing a single game would 
in Njeru on May 31. en run." perfect season but. al- maketheflightevensweeter. 

Chasing 194, the Shaheens looked to up a semifinal 
be losing altitiIde after slipping to 82 for All-round against Group 
five. But captain Mohammed Raheel Sar- display A runners-up 
war and opener Sunil Kumar refused to Earlier,Pak Sha- Tornado. An-
panic. heens' disciplined ything less 

Raheel struck a composed 35 while attack restricted would hand 
Kumar anchored the innings with Chennai to them a meet-
an unbeaten 94 as the pair rebuilt 193, with ing with 
through a decisive 6Hun part- Abdul Ba-
nership before Simon Okecho 

, Gold staying pure 
Elsewhere, weather continued to 

play its part across the league, with 
the Gold Division clashes between 
Ceylon Lions and Mukono Warri­
ors at Lugogo,and Rounders against 
JACC, both abandoned because of 
unplayable conditions. 

Tornado Bees, however, returned 
to winning ways with a crushing 
60-run victory over Aboojo after 
defending a modest 105 in Enteb­
be, bowling their opponents out for 
just 45. In the Silver Division, Soro­
ti City piled up 324 before hammer­
ing StJohn's SS Mukono by 148 runs 
on May 29, while Avengers collected 
maximum points after their fixture 
against Nile was decided by forfeit 
on May 30. 

Leading From The Front. Pal< 
Shaheens captain Mohammed 
Raheel Sarwar (R) receives the 
match ball after another stellar 
display for his team (inset 
right). PHOTOS/INNOCENT 
NDAWULA & COURTESY ' 
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BY INNOCENT NDAWULA 

~RJEB£T REAL STARS 
AWARS' MAY WINNERS 
Netball: Christine Namulumba 
Kango (Prisons) 
Football: AIIIl!l Okello <Young_ 
Africans SC) 
~thletics: PeruttJ Chemutai 
Chess: ~Ivin Muhirwa _ 

KAMPALA. Awards ceremonies of­
ten try to find drama in announce­
ment. This one had none to manufac­
tiIre. When Christine Namulumba Kan­
go's name surfaced at Nanjing Restau­
rant on Tuesday, the room did not react 
like it was hearing something new. It re­
acted like it was confinning something 
already understood. 

Three Fortebet Real Stars Awards in 
one career cycle is not coincidence an­
ymore. It is proper structure. Kango did 
not frame it as arrival or dominance. She 
framed'it as survival through repetition. 

"1 am very grateful for this other mile­
stone,"she said, holding the award with­
out the usual surprise that comes with 

'- first-time winners. 
"1 thank the Commissioner of Prisons , 

Canon Dr. Johnson Byabashaija, for giv­
ing us the chance to represent Uganda 
My teammates and coaches have played 
a big role."Her words movedlike routine. 
Her record does not. This latest recogni­
tion follows wins in 2022 and 2023 - a 
pattern that has quietly separated her 

c 

, N~mulumba breaks pattern as Fortebet Real 
Stars Awards spread May across four worlds 
from the weekly noise ofform and fluc-

, tiIation. More telling is where it came 
from. In Nairobi, at the East Africa Net- , 
ball Championship, Prisons did not just • 

, dominate as they beat regional queens ' 
i National Insurance Corporation (NIC) -, 
: twice on their way to the title. 
:. Towering Katlgo's consistency was as 
, admirable as the other three winners. 

; Okello un-ignorable 
Football's entry into May came from ' 

. outside Uganda's borders. Allan Okello's • 
, influen~atYoungAfricansSCin Tanza- ' 

nia now no longer reads like adaptation. ' 
Itreads like ownership of space. 

Seven goals in six matches was not a 
mere burst from the blue but a sign of 

, someone making their mark over time. 
It pushed Yanga to the top of the league, 

, edging Simba SC in a title race that rare­
ly allows comfort. In the final count, he 
saw off Uganda U-17 captain OwenMuk­
isa and SC Villa's Charles Lwanga 

Chemutai returns 
, On thetrackinXi.amen,Peruth Chemu­
tai removed doubt that her comeback 
was still in question. 

The Olympic champion's 8:51.06 in the ; 
3000m steeplechase helped her silence 

i tbe Doubting Thomases_Shealso buried 
• I.; _ 

the ghosts of her injury memory and re­
cent inconsistency on the track. 

Beating world champion Wmfred Ya­
vi gave her and her funbase comfort that 
good days lie ahead May was her correc­
tion. 

Muhirwa thinks 
Like many games that require think­

ing caps, chess rarely rewards noise. 
It rewards what is built in silence. 
And Alvin Muhirwa's African Junior 
Championship gold (U-16) fits that 
logic perfectly - no spectacle, just 
accumulation of correct decisions. 

He outlasted Jacinta Mbabazi and 
Ronald Wabwire, but more im­
portantly,he extended a trajecto­
ry that is starting to look less like 
emergence and more like arrival. 

The 'Ghetto Boy'frotn Kamwok­
ya to continental podiums has 
been slow but irreversible. 

The May Fortebet Real Stars 
Monthly Awards, organised by Re-
al Stars Sports Agency led by CEO Isaac 
Mukasa and supported by Fortebet and 
Jude Colour Solutions are continuing to 
steadily stand the test of time. 

They're also inspiring many more ath­
letes and June is destined to produce 
mere. .D _l _ 

SHARED GREATNE.SS 

Different Paths. Namulumba 
Kango's greatness lies in consis­
tency, Okello's in influence, Che­
mutai's in resilience and Mu- -
hilWa's in quie1\progression. 
Their joumeys could not be more 
different, but they arrive at the 
same place . May's Real Stars 
prove there is.no single blueprint 
for true sporting excellence. 


