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FourEbola 
patients 
discharged 
Dr Diana Atwine expressed disappoint­
ment over international travel restrictions 
imposed on Uganda despite the robust 
and transp~rent Ebola response. 

BY TONNY ABET 

U
ganda has discharged 

- four Ebola patients who 
have recovered and 270 
people who completed 

. their 21-day quarantine period, 
the Ministry of Health said yes­
terday as the country continues 
to manage an outbreak involv­
ing mostly imported cases, 

Dr piana Atwine, the Perma­
ne~t Secretary in the Ministry 
ofHealth,.in ajoint press brief­
ing with-the World Health Or: 
gamsation (WHO) African Re­
gion and DR Congo yesterday, 
expressed disappointment over 
international travel restrictions 
imposed on Uganda despite 
what she described as the coun­
try's robust and transparent re­
sponse. 

"Uganda has so fcu:registered 
15 positive cases; the index case 
died. Four so far have been dis­
charged as of this morning and 
for the contacts, we have so far 
discharged 270 who have com-

pleted 21 days under quaran­
tine, out of the 620,~ Dr Atwine 
said. 

She re-echoed Uganda's capac­
ity to manage Ebola outbreaks 
and prevent spread to other 
countries."Uganda has had nine 
Ebola outbreaks so far, but we 
have never exported any Ebo­
la case outside our borders. We 
have the most effective contact 
tracing and management sys­
tem. Our contacts are always 
quarantined and so we are sure 
they will not leave to spread the 
disease,~she said. 

Dr Atwine also announced 
that a no-fly restriction is being 
enforced at the airport and the 
port of entry, where the contact 
list is shared with all the people 
managing the travel industry, in­
cluding Immigration and For­
eign Affairs. 

She was concerned that coun­
tries continue to restrict Ugan­
dans from travelling out of the 
country over a disease, which 
she said is under control. "We 

Complaint. 
This is unfair 
and we request 
the intematio­
nal community 
to take this in-

. fonnation that 
our community 

is efficient, able 
and is tried and tested. We 
do register dissatisfaction 
as a country because ofttf"e 
way we have been·treated,­
she added," 
Dr Diana Atwine, Penna­
nent Secretary, Ministry of 
Health. 

feel that we, as a country, have 
been a victim of transparency; 
the more we communicate, the 
more we are blocked, the more 
we are locked out, the more our 
citizens are stop~ from travel-

Medical team from the Alliance for International Medical Action, an international NGO, dress up in 
personal protective equipment in Rwampara, DR Congo. PHOTO/REUTERS 

ling,"she said. "For us, this is un­
fair and we request that the in­
ternational community take 
this information that our com­
munity is efficient, is able, and is 
tried and we do register dissatis­
faction as a country because of 
the way we have been treated," 
she added. 

Prof Mohamed Yakub Janabi, 
the_ WHO African region direc­
tor, appealed to countries to stop 
"blanket travel restrictio~, say­
ing Ebola Virus Disease is not an 
airborne disease like Covid-19. 
He explained that such restric­
tions have far-reaching conse­
quences for economies and the 
well-being of people in affected 
countries. 

Some countries have an-

nounced varying levels oftrav­
el restrictions for persons from 
Uganda and the DR Congo, a 
move which many Ugandans 
have linked to combining out­
break figures from Uganda and 
the DR Congo and reporting 
them as one. 

The US, in its travel adviso­
ry for Uganda issued on May 
17, placed Uganda at "Level 4 -
Do not travel.~"Do not travel to 
Uganda due to health,crime, ter­
rorism, unrest, and laws target­
ing persons based on sexual ori­
entation,"information from the 
US State Department reads. 

"The US government has limit­
ed ability to provide emergency 
consular services to US citizens 
in Uganda due to the Health sit-

uation,"the US added,referring 
to the May 17 ~ouncement by 
the WHO, where the Ebola out­
break in the DRC and Uganda 
was declared as a Public Health 
Emergency of Internation­
al Concern. On May 18, the US 
government also said: "In light 
of the ongoing Ebola outbreak, 
the Department is temporarily 
pausing all visa operations at US 
Embassy Kampala" 

The government of Canada al­
so issued a travel alert for Ugan­
da on May 26."Avoid non-essen­
tial travel to Uganda due to the 
outbreak of Ebola disease, the 
threat of terrorism, as well as 
high crime rates," information 
on the Canadian government's 
website reads. 
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BY ANTHONY WESAKA 

KAMPALA. A total of 118 petitions 
arising from the January 2026 Gener­
al Election have been filed before the 
High Court, setting the stage for what 
the Judiciary eXpects to be a busy sea­
son of election-related litigation. 

According to Justice Andrew 
KhatIkha, the executive director of the 
Judicial Training Institute (rTI),majori­
ty of the petitions challenge parliamen­
tary election results. 

Jndiciary prepares to hear 118 election petitions 
cess the appeals from the High Court;" 
he added. 

The training comes at a time-when 
the Court of Appeal prepares to han­
dle what is expected to be a significant 
number of appeals from candidate~ 
dissatisfied with High Court decisions. 
Under the law, the Court of Appeal is 
the final arbiter of parliamentary and 
local government election disputes. , 

you appeal, you remain in Parliament; the Judiciary spokesperson simply 
even those who-have obviously lost will said: "Soon." The training session also 
come ~ere," Chief Justice Zeija said. turned into a forum for seruor judicial 

Judiciary records indicate that the officers to scrutinise the Electoral €om­
current election cycle has registered mission over alleged shortcomings in 
more parliamentary election peti- the January 2026 electiqns. 

vious mistakes. The citizenry does not 
have confidenc~ in the Electoral Com­
mission; how can this be remedied?" 
Justice Kihika wondered. 

Thejudge also criticised the limited 
role played by candidates' agents dur­
ing tallying exercises, arguing that the 
process often excludes meaningful par­
ticipation, particularly by opposition 
representatives. 

"Out of the 118 election petitions filed, 
107 are parliamentary election peti­
tions, while 11 relate to local council , 
elections," Justice Khaukha revealed ' 
yesterday during a training session for ' 
justices of the Court of Appeal on the ' 
handling and disposal of election ap­
peals. 

"It is from these that we expect to pro-

Chief Justice Flavian Zeija cautioned • 
the appellate judges to brace for a flood . 
of appeals once the High Court con­
cludes hearing the petitions. 

"My lords,I must warn you in advance 
that you will be getting many appeals. I 
already know what has been filed at the 
High Court and I can tell you that be­
cause the law has a cushion that when 

tions than the previous one. During the Electoral Commission officials,includ-
20~1-2026 electoral cycle, l04 parlia- ing Ms Jennifer Angeyo, head oflegal 
mentary election petitions were filed and Mr Ahmed Abdallah Ochama, the 
across the country, compared to 107 in head of data management,faced tough 
the current cycle. However, the num- questions from the judges regarding , 
ber oflocal government election peti- failure of biometric voter verification : 
tions has significantly declined. While kits and other electoral challenges. 
49 petitions challenging local council Justice Oscar Kihika expressed con­
elections were filed after the 2021 polls, cern over recurring electoral manage­
only 11 have been lodged following the ment problems, saying they had eroded 
January 2026 elections. · public confidence in the Commission. 

Asked when the hearing of petitions . "The mistakes are made every time; it 
would commence, Mr James Ereemye, ' is like you do not learn from your pre-

Justice Kihika cited his experience 
as a former practising advocate repre­
senting the ruling National Resistance 
Movement (NRM),recalling an election 
petition arising from the Kayunga Dis- • 
trict Woman MP by-election involving 
Harriet Nakwedde of the National Uni­
ty Platform (NUP) party against NRM's 
Andrew Muwonge. 
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