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QUOTE OF 
THE DAY 

Church of Uganda Archbishop Stephen Kaziimba Mugalu: "We are struggling now with Ebola and 
I appreciate the Ministry of Health for the work it is doing. But we need to continue pursuing a national health insurance 
scheme in Uganda." 

EDITORIAL 

Exams fees: Ministry 
must wake up and 
smell the coffee 

O 
nAprill,the Uganda National Examinations Board (Un­
eb) released a~irCular to an heads of primary and sec­
ondary schools, district education officers and school 
inspectors across the country, in which it guided on reg­

istration of students for national examinations right from pri­
mary to higher secondary education. 

Registration fees for Primary Leaving Examinations (PLE) 
wen! set at Shs34,OOO, while late registration for PLE was set at 
Shs68,000; registration fee for each Uganda Certificate ofEdu­
cation (UCE) candidate was set at Shsl64,ooo; addition fees for 
eacp private UCE candidate was set at Shs 15,000; registration 
fee for each Uganda Advanced Certificate ofEducation (UACE) 
candidate was set at ShS186,000; additional fee for each pri­
vate UACE candidate was set at Shs18,000. 

The issue: 
EKarn . 
regis ration 
fees. ... 
Our view: 
Th 
;1-.' 'ernm'Elnt is 
constltutlonall~, 
'TIandated to 
provide basic 
and higher 
education as a 
social service 
to it~ citizens. 
The failure to 
regulate has 
increasingly 
turned 
education 
into a money­
making 
entel'priseand 
not the sociat 
service thcrt ~t 
IS meant to be. 

The circular stated that late registra-
tion fees for each ueE and UACE candi­
date can attract a surcharge of betWeen 
50 and 100 percent of the total registra­
tion fee, depending on the payment peri­
od. This particular provision means that 
late registration fees would range be­
tween Shs246,OOO and Shs328,000 for a 
UCE candidate and between Shs279,000 
and Shs372,000 for a UACE candidate. 

Unfortunately, many schools have ig­
nored the provisions of the circular and 
are demanding late registration fees of 
up to Shs450,000 for UCE candidates and 
Shs600,OOO for UACE candidates. 

That means that they are demanding 
ShS130,000 more than the official fee 
prescribed by Uneb for UCE candidates 
and more than Shs227,778 more than for 
UACE candidates. This is unacceptable. 

These extortionist demands come at a 
time when most ordinary Ugandans are 
going through tough times. Most parents 
have only been able to send tl)eir chil­
dreri back to school for the second term 
of the academic year by entering into 
some arrangements with the schools to 
have the school fees paid in a staggered 
manner. 

The Ministry of Education and Sports, 
which is supposed to regulate the edu­
cation sector, is and has been missing 
for quite a while now. Thei'ailure to en­
force an August 3 ( 2023, declaratiOn that 
schoolS were not allowed to hike schQOl 

fees without clearance from the permanent secretary, the 
chief administrative officers or the town clerks is testimony 
enough. . . 

The government is constitutionally mandated to provide 
basic and higher education as a social service to its citizens. 
The failure to regulate has increasingly turned education in­
to a money-m¥ing enterprise and not the· social service that 
it is meant to be. Officials from the MinistryofEducation must 
wake up and smell the cof[ee. 

O",~Ccomril~ent to you _'­
We pledge: 
• To be accurate and fair in all we do. 
• To be respectful to all in our pursuit of the truth. 
• To refuse to accept any Qompensation ~yond that -

provided by Monitor Publications Ltd. furwhat_w9'do in 
our news gathering and decision-ma:king~c -~ -2· 

Further, we ask that we be informed whenever you feel 
that we have fallen short in our attempt to keep these 
commitments. . 

Cartoon. Maj Gen (rtd) Kahinda Otafiire is the new Minister of Water and Environment. 
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4 decades of NRM: Celebrating stability 
and the genius of boda boda economy 

M
y children have very few words. 
And Rapl}.a, who is .. let me see ... 
the fourth,has the fewest. But 
he springs rather stirring ques­

tions which I struggle with.So,recently, as 
I talked him to sleep,he raised the issue of 
public transport in the United States, and 
asked me whether America has boda bodas. 

Ikept quiet for a while. How do you explain 
political economy to a child? Sl~ I gave 
him a 9riefbistory of the two rountries. 

Thld himthe US was bomoutoftheAmer­
ican Revohrtion,in which 13 British colonies 
broke awayfrom Great Britain and eventual­
lyformed an independent republic. The cen­
tralfigure of the revolution was the Com­
mander-in-Chief of the Continental Anny, 
George Washington, who led the fight against 
the British.Followingthe British surrender 
at the Siege ofYorktown,he resigned his mili­
tary commission and returned home rather 
than seize POWeI:Later,after servingtwo pres­
idential terms, the second one,out ofnecessi­
ty and against his personal preference,he vol­
untarily stepped down,even though there 
were no termlirnits. 

People were shocked. King George ill of 
Great Britain reII1a1Xed that ifWashington 
gave up power and returned to private life,"he 
will be the greatest man in the world" 

TurningtoUganda,IexplainedtoRapha 
that our country,as it is today,is the product 
of the 1981 to 1986 revolution that brought 
the National Resistlnce Movement (NRM) to 
power when I was 14 and a half But unlike 
Washington, the leader of the Uganc!anrevo­
lution was much more enlightened: I'll be 55 
in a fortnight, and he's still President. 

So,no,there'sno boda boda transport in 
America,I said Countries such as the US, Ger-

Western countries de­
velop systems and ins­
titutions, Uganda deve­
loped personalities. 

" 
rruiny,France,and Japanremain trapped 

. in primitive thinking. Very backward. They 
waste billions of dollars on a very efficient 
·and highly complex system of trains, subways, 
tramsystems,public buses,and airlines. 

. I told Rapha that Uganda was once in dan­
ger of descending to that level. We had pub­
lic buses and trains criss-crossing the coun-

- try.MajortoWns had town service buses mov­
ingpeople in and around the town.Butfortu­
nately,the revolution in 1986 arrivedjustin 
time and sav¢ us the inconvenience of such 
outdated ideas. Under the visionary leader­
ship of the NRM, we ran down the bus compa­

. nies and sold off all their assets; we ran down 
the Uganda Railways Corporation.Even the 
railway lines were plucked out ofthe ground 
in most of the country. .. and smelted. We ran 
doWn Uganda Airlines. Upcountry airports 
died out. We then ingeniously embraced the 
future: a boda boda economy.We began with 
bICYcles, then graduated to motorcycles. 

Kampala has perfected a transportation 
model in which every citizen can enjoy a per­
sonalisednear-death experience on the back 

of a boda boda at speeds whichmake hair fly, 
clothes sca~andhearts pound Youngmen 
sell all their land in the village to buy just one 
motorcycle. No trnining,no license,no noth­
ing - and bang! - they're in business. This cre­
ates mass employment,congestion,pollution, 
accidents, and hospital admissions all at the 
same time-a remaIkable example ofeco­
nomic diversification. 

Brilliant,ingenious innovation! The Ameri­
cans can't catch up.And ifs their fault In 250 
years,Americahas had 45 presidents. What 
the heck for? Uganda chose a more scientific 
approach. Why experiment with leadership 
when you have already found the answer? Ifa 
medicine works, you don't change it.If a pres­
identis great,continue electing him until ar­
chaeology becomes the primary method of 
studying his early years. The current presi­
dent will have served 45 years in 2031,and 
will be eliglble for re-election, taking him to 
50.No American child can name all the pres­
idents in their history - yet they could have­
solved this problem the Ugandan way by hav­
ingjust five over 250 years. 

Western countries develop systems and in­
stitutions, Uganda developed personalities. 
Many countries prepare for the future; Ugan­
dalivesfortoday.Every election is still de­
scribed as a turningpoint,every cabinetre­
shuffle as a fresh beginning,every slogan as 
anew dawn, and every promise as a break­
through waiting patiently to happen. OUr 
hope is dope! We are ready to help America to 
reach our level-but they should be humble 
and ask nicely.Rapha was impressed. 

I Mr Tegulle is an advocate of the High 
Court of Uganda I gtegulle@gmaiLcom 
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