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How King~s College Bodo 
is harnessing creativity 

, . 

Creativity. The school 
management has a pro­
gramme that involves 
inviting external ex­
hibitors from different 
fields to take students 
through career.s. 

BY JANE NAFULA 

T 
.he growing intersection between 
academics and innovation, aimed 

• at enabling learners to use ac­
. quired knowledge and skills to 
solve pressmg problems, has prompt­
ed schools to think outside the box and 
thrive. 

King's College Budo, for exaI1lple, oc­
casionally invites external exhibitors to 
come to school and showcase their in­
novations, guide students on the right 
path tq success. 

RecentlY. the school hosted several ex­
ternal innovators at their annual stu­
dents' Careers Day. Exhibition, where 
students interacted with innovators to 
get to know the demands of the world 
of work, in the hope of resolving the 
country's employment SituatiOIL 

Students also showcased a range of in­
novative projects during the exlubition 
held under the theme "Harnessing cre­
ative solutions to community challeng-
es." 

Chef Henry Wanyama, Director-and 
Founder at the CUlinary School Ugan­
da who was among the externalexlub­
itors noted that students ought to be 
guided at an e;rrly stage to help them 
take right career directiOIL 

"It is good for the students to inter­
face with people like me and many oth­
er exlubitors that have been around for 
some time and are excelling and suc­
ceeding in theiF fields,"Wanyama said. 
"The earlier they do this, the better, be­
cause some people discover their pas­
sions and desires at a later stage.. .. long 
after they have .passed the stage of 
learning.~ . 
Mr Godfrey Atwine, the deputy head­

teacher of King's College Budo, added 
that the school management invites ex­
ternal exhibitors from different fields 
to take stUdents through career paths 
and interest them in different career 
options, every year. 

"The students also use this occasion 
to exhibit their own project work," he 
said. 

PRA"CTICAL SKILLS 

Education 
innovation in Uganda 
is currently dominated 
by a nationwide shift 
toward competence­
based edtJcation (CBE) 
and practical skills 

development. Following 
the rollout ofthe'lower 
secondary curriculum, the 
Eduction ministry is now 
extending this hands-on, 
project-driven framework 
to primary schools. 
. Last year, education 

experts asked schools 
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Right: Stu­
dents perform 
atraditional 

~~~~i;;~j dance in Kam-
pala last year, 

to utilise the Uganda 
Registration Services 
Bureau (URSB) to 
commercialise and 
protect the innovations 
they are producing. 
'We encourage all 
innovators, mentors and. 
institutions to actively 

utilise the services of 
the URSB as well as our 
national Uganda ICT and 
intellectual property 
guidelines to ensure that 
their ideas, designs and 
softwares are properly 
protected," they said. 

LifeRoots 
schools 
nurture 
careers 
BY PATRICIA KIHUNDE 

KAMPALA. Every year, many stu­
dents in Uganda struggle to get their 
desired programmes at university lev­
.el. several students and parents are 
usually focused on getting a combina­
tionatA-Level. 

Often times, students are left with no 
choice but to settle for the remaining 
courses available to them in order to be 
admitted into university. 

LifeRoots schools are looking beyond 
just the secondary school education by 
nurturing students to pursue clear ca­
reerpaths as early as a-Level. 

According to the co-founder of Life­
Roots schools Ram Birungi, "Instead 
of waiting until the point when a stu­
dent is seeking university admission 
to decide what the right career path 
is, students should be guided arid pre­
pared for their dream careers starting 
at O-Level". 
Located in Nakasero Hill in Kampa­

la, the school prepares students for the 
transition to university and the specif­
ic careers that they will eventuaily pur. 
sue. Early specialisation among sec­
ondary schoolstudents also planned to 
ensure that students acquire the prac· 
tical skills that theyneed to competefa­
vourablyin thejob market. 

"Rather than focusing on teaching 
theoretical concepts, we are kin on im­
parting the skills that will ensure com­
peteRceandcareerreadiness.Weplace 
greater emphasis on project work and 
skill based assessments," Ram Birungi 
explains. 

Schools and parents can playa great 
role in helping students find direction 
and purpose in their education beyond 
academic performance. 

Florence Kyosimye, a teacher ofphys­
ics and chemistry adds, "Students 
demonstrate an increased desire to 
learn when they have an area of spe­
cialisation that aligns with their inter­
ests. They are also in a better position 
to master the subjects taught because 
they are not overwhelmed by a bulk of 
subjects, that they are not interested in 
after secondary school". 

John Kasangaki, a parent here is 
welcoming of this form of studying. 
"When learningis tailored to fit the stu­
dent's career aspirations and genuine 
interests it fuels them to work towards 
those goals and alignment." 
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BYPATRICIAKIHUNDE 

KAMPALA. In the past, many schools 
set up regulations on allowing students 
to grow their hair long. 

Some of these schools believe that 
growing hair will distract students from 
their academics, making them late for 
class, as they spend more time getting 
their hair ready. It does not take much 
scrutiny for these arguments to fall 
apart. 
There are many factors affecting the 

performance of students in Ugandan 
schools.frron.teenage p~,to 

.ai9 

Why students should be allowed to grow their hair 
hiking school fees, hair is th~ least con­
tributing factor to education challenges 
in Uganda. So the question of whether 
schools should allow students to grow 
their hair,remains one of the most p0-
larising questions in Uganda's educa­
tiOIL 

Many schools in Uganda require Afri­
can students to cut off their hair arguing 
that it is a distraction for students.Ironi­
_ca1ly,inthe.samescllools,s.tudents offor­
q99}[ l'rr9rl1 j9! 'I ldj ,biLq yb.s9 I. b.srl 

eign ancestry are often given a pass to 
grow their hair. Ugandan students see 
this as unfair, to stop one group of stu­
dents from enjoying the privilege of 
growing their hair only to grant group 
permission with no justification,for the 
differential treatment. . 

This unfair treatment can affect the 
students who are denied the chance to 
grow their hair long, by making them 
feelinferiortotheiI:~Q~ ...... 

Current school regulations on main­
taining long hair deny students the 
chanceto learn how to groom their hair. 

As a result many Ugandans, especial­
ly women, develop a complex about 
their own hair. They believe that Afri­
can hair is difficult to manage, as they 
did not learn to take care of it, while still 
in schooL 

Many school rules on hair are sexist, 
~mg>urgging the Qelie'le.t.ba.t thiulf.!)­
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motes vanity among female students, 
when they should be focused on their 
studies. 

They presuppose that female students 
will grow to be preoccupied with seek­
ing the attention of males. There is no 
basis or justification for this thinking. 

Instead, students who are allowed to 
let their hair grow, learn to view it asjust 
another natural part of them. that does 
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