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gaqda's drive to expand 
access to electricity is 
gaining momentum, with 
the Government rolling 

out one of the country's largest 
energy access programmes 
aimed at connecting millions 
of households, businesses 

xl. public institutions to the 
natiunal grid by 2027. 

GOVT TO EXTEND ELECTRICITY 
ACCESS TO OVER 5M UGANDANS 

of materials and expansion of 
connection activities are also 
expected around September 
and October this year as the 
programme scales up across 
different parts of the country. 

POWER LINES CONSTRUCTION 
The project will finance the 
construction of approximately 
2,900 kilometres of medium­
voltage power lines and 3,100 

The Electricity Access 
Scale-Up Project, financed 
by the World Bank at a cost 
of $638m (sh2.3 trillion), is 
being positioned as one of 
Uganda's most ambitious 
energy access interventions 
aimed at' accelerating economic 
transformation and improving 
livelihoods. . 

IMPLEMENTATION AGREEMENTS 
According to the Permanent 
Secretary at the Millistry 

framework," Eng Bateebe said. 

FREE CONNECTION 
The Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Energy 
and Mineral Development, Eng. Irene 8ateebe, • 
encouraged Ugandans living near existing electricity 
infrastructure to take advantage of the Gov.ernment's 
fr.ee electricity connection programme. ... 

She explained that househoids and busi~sses 
1.111,,,,,'u·n witffin 90 metres of an existing low-voltage 

electricity pote qualify for a free connection once 
premises are· properly wired by·a certified efectrlcian. 

Sbe emphaSjsed that the procurement of electricity 
meters and other critical connection materials is -
already at an advanced stage, paving the way for 
accelerated implementation later this year. . 

~ kilometres of low-voltage 
lines, alongside the installation 
of about 1,200 electricity 
transformers to expand access 
to previously under-served 
communities. 

Industrial parks in Jinja, 
Soroti, Kasese, Masindi and 
Kiryandongo are also set 
to benefit from improved . 
electricity infrastructure, while 
refugee-hosting districts will 
receive expanded energy 
access targeting both refugees 
and host communities. 

EXTENDING ELECTRICITY ACCESS 
Implemented by the Ministry 
of Energy and Mineral 
Development together with 
the Uganda Energy Credit 
Capitalisation Company 
(UECCC), the programme 
combines both on-grid 

of Energy and Mineral 
Development, Eng Irene 
Bateebe, the Government 
signed implementation 
agreements with the UEDCL 
in July 2025 to oversee large­
scale electricity connections 
under the programme. 

Similar agreements have also 
been concluded with West Nile 
Rural Electrification Company 
(WENRECO) and Kalangala 
InfraStructure Services SOLAR HOME SYSTEMS activities in rural communities. 

Applicants are required to 
submit applications directly 

and off-grid solutions to 
extend electricity access to 

(KIS), with implementation 
in their respective service 
areas expected to begin in 
September this year. 

Through interventions 
implemented by UECCC, 

"Government has already 
committed more than 
$363m to key components 

an estimated 5.05 million 
Ugandans. The project 
has gained renewed pace 
following the Government's 
transition from UMEME 
to the Uganda Electricity . 
Distribution Company Limited 
(UEDCL), with officials moving 
qUickly to ensure electricity 
connection activities continue 

"Under the arrangement, 
UEDCL is expected to facilitate 
about 897,000 new electricity 
connections nationwide. The 
utility will implement 508,000 

Government figures indicate 
that by April 30, this year, a 
total of 209,632 grid electricity 
connections had already 
been delivered under the 
programme. Of these, 155,088 
were implemented during 
UMEME's operations, wl}ile 
UEDCL has since delivered 
54,544 new connections 
following the transition. 

Eng. Joselynne Rwabwogo 
Rwakakooko, acting managing 
director of UEDCL, highlighted 
that the programme has 
supported the deployment 
of about 402,000 solar home 
systems, the distribution 
of 224,892 clean cooking 
technologies and the rollout 

of the programme, including 
procurement of electricity 
connection materials and 
construction of grid extension 
infrastructure," she explained. 

Officials say Factory 
Acceptance Tests for wooden 
poles, cables and ready boards 
have already been completed, 
with deliveries expected to 
commence in August this 

to the electricity distribution 
company operating in their 
area for inspection. Once 
approved, applicants pay an 
inspection fee of Shs23,6oo 
and purchase initial electricity 
units worth Shs6,400 before 
a free electricity meter and 
service line are inStalled. 

Eng. Bateebe urged 

.' uninterrupted. 

. connections through a Results­
Based Financing model, while 
another 389,000 connections 
will be supported through 
a direct materials provision 

of 2,883 productive-use 
energy technologies aimed at 
supporting small businesses 
and income-generating year. Large-scale deployment 

the public to avoid using 
middlemen during the 
application process, but 
work directly with UEDCL, 
WENRECO or KIS. 

~
r s, residents of Adjumani 

district in West Nile endured 
chronic water shortages that forced 
women and children to walk long 

distances in search of watftf, especially 
during the dry season. . 

Adjumani gets lifeline as sh60b water project transforms lives 

However, a major government­
backed water infrastructure project is 
now changing lives across the district 
and riearby refugee settlements after 
the completion of the sh60b Adjumani 
Water Supply and Sanitation Project. 

Implemented by China 
Communications Construction 
Company limited (CCCC) under the 
supervision of the National Water and 
Sewerage Corporation (NWSC), the 
project was financed by the World 
Bank and officially handed over after 
. completion in April this year. 

EXTENDING CLEAN WATER SERVICES 
The project now supplies clean and 
safe water to residents of Adjumani 
town, Pakele, Ciforo, Dzaipi and 
surrounding refugee-hosting 
communities. 

Speaking during the handover, 
NWSC Adjumani district manager 
Ghona Paul described the project as a 
major milestone in the Government's 
efforts to extend clean water services to 
underserved areas. 

'"The Government remains committed 
to ensuring that all Ugandans, 
regardless of where they live, have 
access to clean and safe water," Ghona 

said, adding that residents should 
responsibly use the water and protect 
the infrastructure. . 

The project draws water from the 
White Nile, through an advanced 
ini¥e system constructed at Arra 
village. Raw water is then transported 
through a nine-kilometre ductile iron 
pipeline to a modem water treatment 
plant at Pachara village. 

After purification, the water is stored 
in a 655 cubic metre Main Balance 
Reservoir before being distributed 
through pipeline networks to Adjumani 
town, Ciforo and Pakele-Dzaipi areas. 

According to project engineers, 
one of the most unique aspects of 
the project was the use of Micro­
Tunnelling Technology (MTI) to 
install pipelines beneath the White 
Nile without interfering with the 
environment. 

CHINESE MODERN TECHNOLOGY 
Adjumani district engineer Mayo Nick 
said the technology was being USe9 in 
Uganda for the first time. 

"We are proud wat CCCC introduced 
a modem technology that enapled the 
extraction of water without damaging 

the environment," Mayo said. 
Beyond serving host communities, 

the project also targeted refugee 
settlements that have put pressure on 
existing water resources in the district. 
. CCCC constructed decentralised 
water supply systems in Pagirinya, 
Nyumanzi and Olua refugee 
settlements through the Logowanga, 
Melijo and Ajugopi networks. 

The systems include boreholes, 
storage tanks, pipelines and dedicated 
public water points aimed at reducing 
congestion and the burden 'on women 
and children who previously waited for 
long hours at water collection centres. 

"Accessing water has always been 
a painful challenge for us and this 
intervention by the Government and 
CCCC is a blessing to our people," 

. Muroga Syliver, the local chairperson 
of Arro Central, said. 

FAECAL SLUDGE TREATMENT 
The project also introduced a faecal 
sludge treatment plant in Adjumani 
district to improve sanitation and 
public health management. 

According to Chandiga Godfrey, 
a sociologist attached to CCCC, 
the facility will help residents and 
institutions avoid the high cost of 
transporting sludge to Kampala for 
treatment. "This is the first facility of 
its kind in the district. It will improve 

sanitation and reduce the cost of waste 
management for households and 
institutions," Chandiga said. 

INCOME OPPORTUNITIES 
During the two-year construction 
period, the project also created 
employment opportunities for more 
than 260 local workers. 

"I gained practical engiJ leering 
knowledge from Chinese experts 
which improved my professional skills 
and the exposure I received will help 
me contribllte to future infrastructure 
projects in Uganda," Kenneth 
Nuwamanya, a Ugandan engineer 
and surveyor who worked with 
CCCC, saiili The project boosted local 
businesses around construction sites. 

Asienzo Annet, a food vendor in 
Mijale village, said: "The workers used 
to buy food from us daily and business 
improved greatly, the project helped 
many families earn income." 

Under its corporate social 
responsibility programme, CCCC also 
constructed seven public sanitation 
facilities in markets, trading centres 
and taxi parks across Adjumani district 
to improve hygiene and reduce open 
defecation. As clem, water now flows 
through taps across Adjumani, local 
leaders believe the project will improve 
sanitation and economic productivity in 
the fast-growing district of Adjumani. 


