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HOIMA 

K,9):Ollgo. ealth Centre III 
ih HOlma, city has received a 
newIY constructed maternity 

d worth sh590m. The ward 
is expected to boost maternal 
and newborn healthcare · 
services at a facility that serves 
up to 2,000 patients every 
month. 

Hoima city health centre gets 
sh590m maternity ward 

The ward was constructed by 
the Uganda People's Defence 
Forces (UPDF) Engineering 
Brigade under a contract 
awarded in June 2024. It is 
expected to address space 
constraints and safety concerns 
that had affected · the old 
maternity umt. ~' . 

Located in HoiIha West 
division, the health centre has 
been grappling with a growing 
patient load, necessitating 
improved maternity 
infrastructure. 

The old maternity ward 
had become dilapidated 
<leveloping cracks that posed 
risks to expectant mothers, 
and lackea sufficient space to 
accommodate the increasing 
number of women seeking 
antenatal and maternity 
services. 

Capt. Yunus Ntegeka, the 

ADDI.TIONAL MONEY 
Capt. Yunus Ntegeka, the brigade's western region 
project manager, revealed that the ~vernment had 
·allocated an additional sh300m for the construction 
of a placenta pit, staff quarters and a four-stance . 
pit-latrine at the facility. Gerald Kyomuhendo, the 
officer in charge of. Karongo Health Centre III, said the 
new maternity ward is expected to improve access to 
maternal healthcare services for city residents and 
neighbouring areas. 

"Because many women have been struggling, 
sometimes we refer them to Hoima Regional Referral 
Hospital," Kyomuhendo said. 

He added that the newly constructed maternity 
ward comprises a labour room, gynaecology ward, 
postnatal ward, antenatal car~ room, female 
immunisation room, records office, s.tores, kangaroo 
mother care unit, sluice room, duty room, reception 
area and other essential facilities required for 
maternal health care delivery. 

health workers to prioritise 
. profeSSionalism while 
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brigade's western region 
project manager, said 
construction commenced 
on June 18, 2024, and was 
completed on schedule usin.g 
quality materials. 

PRIORITISE PROFESSIONALISM 
City mayor Edward Isingoma 
urged health workers at 
the facility to priontise 
profeSSionalism and quality 
service delivery to ensure 
residents receive the healthcare 
they deserve. 

handling their work; we are 
ready to support them so that 
they deliver," Isingoma said. 

He also urged health 
workers to improve service 
delivery and ensure effective 
utilisation of medicines 

supplied to the facility. 
Speaking during the 

/ commiSSioning ceremony 
early last week, resident 
city cOl1lIIl1sslOner Badru 
Mugabi said the Government 

is considering upgrading 
Karongo Health Centre III to 
health centre IV status to cater 
to the increasing demand for 
health services. 

have been recruited. 
"The maternity ward is 

already operational and fully 
equipped to handle deliveries 
and other maternal health 
services," Mugabi said. "We are appealing to our Mugabi added that more staff 

." ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
IGANGA - - - -

~ authorities have 
e donation of a modem 

~ testing machine. The ' 
. 'es say the move is timely, 
eririg that health workers have 

facing challenges in diagnosing 
ttie disease, which is rampant in the 
area. 

Sickle cell disease is an inherited 
condition affecting red blood cells. The 
most serious type, sickle cell anaemia, 
causes blood cells to change shape, 
live shorter lives and block blood 
vessels. It is a lifelong condition with 
no cure yet, but early diagnosis and 
treatment can ~ake a big difference. 

The . sickle cell point-of-care 
machine, worth sm3.5m, along with 
other testing kits, was handed over 
to the health ministry sickle' cell focal 
person, Dr Miriam Ajambo, district 
health officials and other leaders at 
the hospital. 

TESTING BABIES 
Deputy district health officer Dr Karim 
Muluya Mwebaze said the hospital 
attends to 1,300 sickle cell patients, 
but the number could be beyond that 
if they had the testing machines. 

Mwebaze said it is important to test 
babies immediately after birth to detect 
the disease for urgent medication. He 

Iganga Hospital receives sickle cell testing machine 

added that the hospital could not 
initially afford this due to a lack of the 
machine and rapid testing kits. 

Mwebaz6 hailed the donation by 
Raising Hope International Friends, 
a non-governmental organisation, 
saying they have been taking 
samples from persons with sickle 
cell syniptoms to the health ministry 
in Kampala. He said as a result, 
getting results would take a long time, 
weakening patients before treatment. 

Ajambo expressed concern over 
the high sickle cell disease burden 
in eastern and northern Uganda 
compared to other regions. 

She said despite the disease 
prevalence standing at 13% in the 
country, the region stands at 25% 
of persons with sick cell treats/cells 
which is a high risk to produce babies . 
with the disease. 

Ajambo appealed to partners who 
wish to marry to first check their 

sickle cell status, so that they 'prevent 
producing sick children. 

In a previous interview, Dr Anne 
Akullo, a paediatric haematologist 
at Mulago Hospital and president of 

. the Uganda Paediatrics Association, 
said awareness is the first step in 
prevention. 

"People need to understand that 
sickle cell disease is genetic. You get 
a gene from each parent. If you only 
have one gene, you are a carrier. You 
will not have symptoms and you 
might never know until you have a 
child with another carrier," she said. 

Akullo emphasised the importance 
of pre-conception testing, not just pre-

marital screening. 
"Many couples already have 

children by the time they think about 
testing. Testing before pregnancy 
helps prevent passing on the disease 
unknowingly," she said. 

For each pregnancy between two 
carriers, there is a 25% chance the 
child will have sickle cell disease. 
That does not mean one out of four 
children will have it - it means 
every single pregnancy carries that 
25% risk. A couple could have four 

' children and all of them could inherit 
the disease, or none might. 

Ajambo revealed that the ministry 
will hold the sick cell commemoration 
day celebrations this year in Jinja on 
Friday next week, aimed at sensitising 
health workers and the public about 
preventing the disease. 

Raising Hope International Friends 
executive director Isaac Okello said 
the machine is effective and timely as 
it gives results within hours; so that 
patients, especially babies, can start 
receiving medication immediately. 

Iganga assistant resident district 
commissioner Caroline Kiwala 
appreciated the donation and asked 
residents to embrace testing services 
rather than seeking medication from 
traditional herbalists. 
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