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Pope Leo calls for AI disarmament 
Pope Leo's new call for 
the disarmament of AI is 
not a demand to discori­
tinue its development, 
but to regulate AI ro­
bustly so it only serves 
the common good. 

. BY JAMES LORENZ 

n the first land]narlt p,Ublication ofhis 
papacy,Pope Leo XIVaddressed recent 
advances in Artificial Inienigence (AI) 
by focusing on the threat it poses to 

workers, social justice and "the dignity 
of persons". 

Presenting his first papal encyclical, 
"Magirifica Humanitas~ ("Magnificent 
Humaruty"), at the Vatican on May 25, 
Leo declared: "AI needs to be disarmed. ~ 

In the document, comprising around 
42,300 words in its English translation, 
the pope writes: "To disarm does not 
mean rejecting technology, but prevent­
ing it from dominating hwnanity." 
-Em:yclicals are exceptinnally impor­
tant papal documents that respond to 
the most pressing social issues of thll 
time. Typically written as letters to all 
bishops lind archbishops, they have be-

. come a crucial vehicle for disseminat­
ing the theology and political commit­
ments of the Roman Catholic church 
across the world. 

Leo choseto sign his first encyclical on 
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May 15, the exact anniversary of Pope 
Leo XIII's "Rerum novarum~ ("Of new 
things"). This famous encyclical, which 
responded to the technological advanc­
es of the industrial revolution, became 
the foundati(mal document of all mod­
ern Catholic social teaching. 
Ind~ed, the current pope probably 

chose the name Leo because of Leo Xl­
II's renowned commitment to 
justice. 

Just as "Rerum novarum" responded 
to the industrial revolution by empha­
sising workers'rights and the dignity 
of human labour, so too Leo XIV has re­
sponded to the explosion of AI technol­
ogy by emphasising the importance of 
human over machine intelligence. 

In 1891, Leo XIII wrote: "Wage-earners 
. .. should be specially cared for and pro­
tected by the governmene 

Leo XIV now makes similar appeals to 
world governments about AI: "It is nec­
essary to establish adequate regulatory 
tools capable of upholding justice and 
curbing the distorting effects of techno­
logical power.~ 

The current pope follows a long tradi­
tion of Catholic engagement with new 
tech - from concerns about the impact 
of the printing press in the lSth century 
to the rise of the internet over Soo years 
later. 

Leo XIV's presentation was preceded 
by a short film which juxtaposed imag­
es of previous popes with major tech­
nological innovations. Radio towers 
gave way to images of broadband cen­
tres; early computers to a sea of people 

2026/27 
POST 

holding up their smartphones in St Pe­
ter's Square, Vatican City. 

Perhaps the crucial theme of this vid­
eo was the connection between tech­
nology and war. Pictures of second 
world war aircraft were intercut with 
the dropping of the atomic bomb, soon 
followed by images of the 9/11 attacks. 

In the encyclical, Leo warns: "The 
growing ease with which autonomous 
weapons systems can be deployed 
makes war more 'feasible' and less sub-
jecttohumancontrol~ . 

Call fordisannament 
Leo XIV isn't the first pope to address 

the potential threat posed by AI tech­
nology. In January 202S, his predeces­
sor Francis signed off the doctrinal note 
"Antiqua et nova" ("Ancient and new"), 
which called for AI technology "to in­
clude the least of our brothers and sis­
ters, the vulnerable and those most in 
need". 

Leo's new call for the disarmament of 
AI is not a demand to discontinue its de­
velopment, but to regulate AI robustly 
so it only serves the common good. 

In this, the pope drew an analogy with 
the nuclear disarmament movement, 
suggesting that hoth nuclear and AI 
technologieS should only be developed 
for the good of humanity, and neveF 
used as weapons. / 
Those invited to offer their 

thoughts on Leo's ~ncyclical included 
Christopher Olah, the Canaqian 
billionaire and co-founder of AI 
firm Anthropic. The appearance of 

THEME: THE 2026/2027 NATIONAL 
BUDGET; HARNESSING OPPORTUNITIES, 
NAV1GATING CHALLENGES. 

FRl12TH 
JUNE, 2026 . 
CHIEF GUEST 

TIME: 07:00 AM - 11:30 AM 
VENUE: KAMPALA SERENA 
CONFERENCE CENTRE, 
VICTORIA HALL 2 

MR. RAMATHAN GGOOBI 
Permanent Secretory and Secretary 
to the Treasury, Ministry of Ftnance Planning 
and Ecooomic Development (MOFPED) 

~~:~red . [ Deloitte 1 
By ,-----. _ _____' 

Olah marks the first time a speaker 
en~ outside clerical or theological 
circles has been included in such a 
p~entation. 

Anthropic is currently locked in a 
legal dispute with the US government 
regarding the military application ofits 
AI systems. Leo's encyclical underlines 
his concerns about the escalation of 
war around the world, stating: "It is 
important to reaffirm that the 'just war' 
theory, which has all too often been 
used to justify any kind of war, is now 
outdated." 

Olah echoed Leo's demands for 
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greater social justice around the use 
of AI, stating: "His Holiness's call for 
disarmament is profoundly timely." 

He called for people working outside 
computer science to contribute to AI 
governance and ethics, people "beyond 
the incentives" of financial markets 
"who can see what we,from the inside, 
cannot". 

Leo answered Olah by saying: "In 
the name of the Church, I accept your 
invitation to walk together, to listen and 
to speak and together, to find the way 
for humanity in this time of artificial 
intelligence 
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