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AFCON facilities works on 
By Peter Abaanabasazi . ........................... __ ._. __ ........ ..................................... . 
Construction works for the Africa Cup of Nations 
(AFCONr training facility in Hoima city an: are in 
progress, . . 

The works at HQima Boma grounds is'part of the 
big project which include MasindiStadium, being . 
implemented by UPDF engineering brigade at 
cost o( sh33b. Bama ground alone will cost sh 13b 
while Masindi Stadium will cost sh20 billions. ' 

The two training facilities will be support Hoiina 
City stadium which was commissioned by Presi­
dent Museveni last year. 

The training facilities are some of the require­
ments for Uganda to host the 2027 AFCON, ac-

_ .cording to confederation of African'football (CAF). 
Lt. Richard Isingoma the site engineer said that 

they are currently developing substructures which 
include. excavation of the foundation, making 
bricks, levelling of the site and construction of 
temporary hOUSings. 

The scope of work, they are required to construct 
. a pitch, charging reoms, wash room and ceremo­

nial grounds, volleyball court and basketball court 
and fencing the entire facility. . 

Maj_ Innocent Namulezi the project Manager 
.said that they are working day and night to ensure 
that they complete the project in six months. 

He noted that the project has been embraced by 
the public adding that they need over 100 casual 
workers and 50 technical workers. He added that 
out of 100 casual workers 50 have been recruited. 

The officials gave the progress of the project to 
the shadow ministers of works and transport Asi­
nansi Nyakato and ano$er official who had visited 
the site to monitor the project and also to under­
stand the progreSs of the project and challenges . 
fated by the contractor. 
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UPCOUNTRY SPORT 
ICPAU boosts juniors woodball champ~nship 
.~y..~~~~~.?~ .. ~~! .................... . 
The 16th edition of the ICPAU 
Youth and Junior Woodball 
Championship on Saturday 
promises to be bigger and 
better. 

The one-day championship 
<It Kyambogo University has 
attracted 600 participants from 
100 schools both primary and 
Secondary compared to last 
year's 400 participants. 
• Uganda Woodball 
Federation (UWbF), secretary , 
Adam Kato noted that the 
increase in num,bers of 
partiCipation is a motivation 
to the federation that many 
institutions of learning are 
embracing the sport. 

"We are excited not only 
to be able to maintain our 
partnership with the Institute 
of Certified Accountants of 
Uganda (ICPAU) for the 
16·year running, but the 
increase in participation of 
institutions," Kato said while 
receiving a dummy cheque of 
sh21m sponsorship package 
from ICPAU, 

The event that was 
initially meant to be held in 
Koboko district was shifted 
to Kyamb'ogo due to Ebola 
concerns. - · 

"Despite moving the event, 
we are not relaxing on any 
healthy protocols. We shall 
make sure that safety of 
.participants is paramount by 

follOwing medical guidelines," 
Kato emphasised. 

Lydia Tusiime, the ICPAU 
manager Business and 
development assured the 
woodball federation of their 
continued support. 

"We started this partnership 
in 2010, and Woodball was 
not as big as it is now. We 
have come a long way and we 
are confident that together, 
we shall promote the sport 
professionalism, excellence, 
accountability, Integrity and 
responsiveness," she said. 

Last year, Our Lady of Africa 
SS Namllyango emerged 
champions inq the boys 
category while Luzira SS 
prevailed in the girls category. 

A BIG THANK YOU TO WAKISO 
GIANTS' MUSA ATAGENDA 

/ 

M 
usa Ssebulime gave everything to 
Wakiso Giants - time, money, energy 
and conviction. Everything to Ugan­
dan football. Sadly, football punished 
him instead. 

It's how the club founder summed 
up his eight-year-experience with the club that 
arrived with pomp and vibe, but left with the 
quietness of a church precinct. 
. Two seasons ago, the 'Purple Sharks' were 

relegated from the StarTimes Uganda Premier 
. League to the FUFA Big League and they were 
condemned to the Regional League in the 
recently concluded 2025/26 season. A fall from 
grace, many will call it but it is actually a death 
ofa club. 

Nothing recognizable about a club that had a 
home stadium, a state-of-the-art bus, scouted . 
some of the best young talents in the country, 
played some of the most attractive football 
and lured all entire community ,- Wakiso '- to 
embrace it as their own. Tbe enigmatic soft but 
outspOken owner, aka Atagenda, didn't hold 
back the emotions in his final remarks on his X 
account. 

According to him, his biggest mistake was 
to expect fairness in a system that feeds on 
investors' paSSion but gives nothing back. He 
was. referring to the countless times that his 
club was made a victim of some of the most 
controversial on-field refereeing and federation ' 
boardroom decisions. As a player agent, he has 
also had endless wrangles with the powers that 
be over his dealings. 

There's no question that Atagenda's passion 
for football beggared·belief The personal 
inveStment he has put in the club over the 
period; in billions, is ridiculous if weighed in 
the context of passion. . 

Whatever Musa expected as a return on 
investment did not materialize but the rhetoric 
question is what the expectation was. Anyone 
in the local football industry knows that Ugan­
dan 'football doesn't yield results on investment 
in terms of profit. Football moguls like Dr. 

Lawrence Mulindwa and Haji Omar Mandela 

will testify that besides raising the personal 
brand image, securing good will from the 
government, media and general public to lay 
grounds for business networking, there are 
no real financial gains. 

Even when deals to sell off players on the 
global market are pulled, the yields are not 

> > lneres no question ~atAtagendas 
passion for footOO~ ~ared rx:nef The 

personal investment ne has put intne dUD 

over tne ~riOO; in villions, is ridiculous ... " 

commensurate with the going market price 
as often players are sold to leagues on the 
African continent. It's unthinkable that the 
total value of Vipers SC's assets will ever be 
matched by the revenues from sponsorships, 
sale of players, ticket prices, annual mem­
bership subscription, sale of club merchan­
dise and stadium hire. 

If Mulindwa is to be used as an exam-
ple, from the onset, Atagenda was always 
going to find the football terrain difficult to 
navigate. As welcome as private investors in 
football are, it's good to look at the reality on 
ground. 

Musa was a lone "gun man. Even when 
on paper, he had managed to bring the 
Wakiso District administration on board as 
stakeholders in the Wakiso Giants project, 
he bore the burden of financing, adminis­
tration and promotion on his own. He put 
in so much effort to sign players of quality 
and experience over the years, but the club 
lacked the fan base to recoup the investment 
from ticket or merchandise sales. 

When the big boys came knocking to prize . 
a young talented asset away from him, it 
was hard to resist the offers on table. It's to 
Atagenda's credit that he managed to attract 
an official shirt sponsor for at least three 
seasons while Wakiso was still in .the top. 
division but the 100 million plus package 
per season was a flash in the pan vis a vis 
the total budget that needed financing. Re­
grettable as it is, the Winding up of the club 
was the only remaining alternative to the 
youthful investor. . ' 

The lessons the~.e in are many but the car-' 
dinal ones deserv~ a inention. Caution must 
be taken when quiilifying clubs as either 
community or private. Wakiso Giants fell in 
the trap of being branded 'community' when 
in actual fact it was wholly private. . 

Musa has bowed out a broken man but 
Ugandan football must"never forget the 
huge impact he has made on the develop­
ment of the game . 
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