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Whatkindof 
citizen should 
education produce? 

E
ducation is frequently Moreover, education should 
regarded as essential for cultivate critical thinkers and 
development,prosperi- problem solvers. our country 
ty,and national change. faces many issues,including 
Governments around youth unemployment, 

. theworldspend signifi-- -environmental degradation, 
cant funds on education, with 
Unesco suggesting that at 
least 20 percent of a country's 
nationatbudget be'allocated 
to it. These efforts aim to cre­
ate citizens who can'POSitively 
impact society. Yet a key-ques­
tion persists: what kind of in­
dividual should education 
aim to develop? 
Education should do more 

thanjust enable people read, 
write, and succeed in exams. 
It should also develop individ­
uals who are disciplined,re­
sponsible,pqtriotic,and of in­
tegrity.A genuinely educat-
ed person combines knowl­
edge with character.Academ­
ic achievement alone, without 
moral values,can pose serious 
risks to a country like Uganda 
Corruption remains ama­

jor obstap,eto Uganda's social 
and economic development. 
Therefore, education should 
promote honesty, accountabil­
ity, and a strong sense of pub­
lic service. It is essential that 
educated individuals recog­ruse that leadership involves 

Education 
.should pro­
mote honesty, 
accountability, 
andasqong 
senseofpu­
blic service~ 

serving the people not per­
sonalgain. 
Education should promote 

national unity. Uganda, with 
its rich cultural diversity, still 
faces divisions rooted in tribe, 
religion and politics that chal­
lenge social cohesion. 

Educational institutions. 
ought to foster a shared 
national identity and 
encourage students to value 
diversity while striving for 
common goals. An educated 
Ugandan should view all 
fellow citizens primarily 
as Ugandans,not solely as 
members of different ethnic 
or religious communities. 

poverty,and rapid 
technological advancement. 
The nation requires graduates 
£apable of innovating, 

. generatingjobs, and devisihg 
practical solutions, rather 
thanjust looking for jobs. 

- Education must promote 
creativity,entrepreneurship, 
and lifelong learning. 

Another concernis.excessive 
government spending. Public 
resources are frequently 
diverted to luxuries and non -
essential activities, while vital 
sectors lack sufficient funding. 
Education should teach the 
importance ofprudence, 
effi.ciency;and responsible 
management. Both citizens 
and leaders need to recognise 
that public funds are public 
property and must be 
managed Wisely. 
Education should also 

foster active and responsible 
. citizenship. A democratic 

society relies on informed, 
engaged citizens who are 
prepared to hold leaders 
accountable. Schools must 
teach civic responsibility, 
respect for the rule of 
law,human rights, and 
involvement in community 
growth.An educated citizen 
should not stay silent 

· when witnessing injustice, 
corruption, or abuse of power. 
The~religious 

organisations,and wider 
community also iniluence 
character development. 
While it cannot be solely the 
responsibility of schools, 
educational institutions 
are uniquely equipped to 
influence attitudes, values, 
and behaviours during young 
people's formative years. 
As Uganda aims for higher 

middle -income status, 
education quality should be 
assessed not just by exams 
b~talsobythecharacterof 
its graduates. The primary 
· aim of education is to 
cultivate individuals who are 
competent, ethical,patriotic, 
innovative, and dediCated to 
the common good. 
The future of our nation 

relies not just on the number 
of individuals we educate, but 

· on the quality of the people 
that education cultivates. 

Uganda requires citizens 
who will contribute positively 
-building instead of 
destroying, uniting instead of 
dividing, and serving instead 
of exploiting. 

This ideal embOdies the 
true goal of education 

I Mr Dan Ocaki is a Master of Education Student at 
School ofEd~ Makerere Unlve~, Kampala. 
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Opinions 

The writ of habeas corpus: When a person 
cannot be found~ the law demands the body 

U 
ganda's Constitution makes a bold 
promisethat no one should disappear 
at the hands of the State.It declares the 
right to habeas corpus inviolable.Ar­
ticle 44 elevates it further by placing it 
among the few rights that cannot be 

suspended under any circumstances-not 
~notrebellion;and not even anational 
emergeilty.The message is unmistakable: in 
Uganda,tbe State has no4wful power to hide 
a citizen from the courts. 
Yetniodern Uganda continues to produce 

stories that directly rontradict this guarantee. 
Citizens aretakenfrom hotel rooms, homes, 
politicalrallies,and public roads-some­
times in broad daylight with eyewitnesses 
present 
Familiessearchdespera~lawyersfileur­

gent habeas corpus applications,and courts 
issue orders demanding that the person be 
produced.But too often,security agencies re­
spond with sworn affidavits denying custo­
dy.Then,days orweeks la~the"missing"per­
som~ppear-sometimeswiliqin~ 
-indistantmagistrates'courts,readytobe 
charged. Some have not been seen again, 
whileotherslike SamMugumyahave re­
mained missing for months. 

. This is the painful paradox at the heart of 
Uganda'S constitutional life: a cotmtrythat 
solemnly promises no citizen can disappear 
continues to allow some to vanish \¥hile oth­
ers disappear for days, weeks,monfus,or even 
years. The writ of habeas corpus is one of the 
oldest safeguards against tyranny. It does not 
decide guilt orinnocerice.It simpq asks the 
mostfundamental question a constitution­
al State must answer: Whereis the person?1f 
the State has taken someone,itmust account 
for them. 

Yet across more than six decades ofUgan­
da's Independence, the politicallysignifi­
cant cases in which habeas corpus ultimately 

A constitution is ultimately 
tested not by the elegance 
of its promises, but by the 
obedience of it commands 
from those who wield real 
power. 

forced the Stateto account for high-profile de­
tainees remain rem.arl.mbq few.In 1966,dur­
ingthe constitutional crisis, Grace StuartIb­
ingira and four other ministers were arrest­
ed and deportedto KaramojaAftertheir case 
reached the East African Court of Appeal, the 
government was compelled to produce them 
from detention. 

In 1981,ProfYoweriKyesimira was de­
tained withOut charge under abate II; habe­
as corpus proceedings forced authorities to 
bring him before a courtin the early NRM 
years,Charles Ogwal-Engola was arrested by 
NRA soldiers inDecernber 1986 and held for 
months despite repeated court orders. 

Lawyerssecuredmultiplewrits,butthenril­
itaryignored them until a High Court judge 
reportedly threatened action againstmili­
tary commanders for continued non-compli­
ance.Onlythen was he finallyproduced and 
released after 15 months.In 2Ol1,National 
Unity Platform party president Robert Kyagu­
lanyi,alias Bobi Wine successfully used the 
writ to challenge his post-election house ar­
restMost recentlzOpposition activist Dr Kiz­
zaBesigye andhis aide abeid Lutale eventu­
ally appeared before civilian courts after sus­
tainedlegal pressure in which habeas'corpus 
proceedings played a significant role. 

Most politically aware Ugandans can recite 
these casesfrommemory.Theystandoutnot 
because the detainees always wa1kedfree,but 
becausethe State was eventually compelled ~ 
to answerthe court's demandregardingthe 
whereaboutstlt"thedetainees.Successcame 
through persistence and confrontation that 
madedisobedience-~'Ibathard=earned­
lesson now appears to be fading from public 
discussion. 
~thepatternofabduction,officialde­

nial under oath, and delayed production con­
tinues with disturbingregularity.SUch acts 
amount to serious violations- including:\T­
bitrary detention and enforced disappear­
ance. Where fulse affidavits are involved,they 
may also amount to peIjury before a court of 
law.These are not merely political controver­
sies; they strike at the heart of constitution­
algovemance. We must move beyond docu­
mentingviolations.The Judiciary,the Uganda 
Human Rights Commission, the legal frater­
nity,civilsociety,andordinarycitizensmust 
demand real accountability.Court orders 
must carry consequences,and public officials 
who file fulse affidavits or defy habeas corpus 
orders must face contempt proceedings and, 
where appropriate,crinrinal prosecution. On­
qthen will the Constitution's promise begin 
to move from paper to reality. 

A constitution is ultimately tested not by 
the elegance of its promises, but by the obedi­
ence of it commands from those who wield 
real poweL Until the simple question, "Where 
is the person?"receives immediate, truthful, 
and unquestioned compliance from every 
arm of the State,habeas corpus will remain 
what it has too often been in Uganda: a pow-' 
erful constitutional guarantee still searching 
for its full meaning. 

I Mr Denis Yub is a human rights activist 
&. sociopoliticaJ commentator. 
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. Taking care of police officers~mental health is key 

A 
recent study among traffic police of­
ficers in Kampala revealed that near­
q one in every five officers examined 
showed signs of noise-induced hear­
ing loss due to prolonged exposure 
to traffic noise, vehicle horns,sirens, 

and the daily demands of managing traffic 
in a busy city. The findings remind us that 
every police assignment carries occupation- . 
alrisks. . 

Fortraffic officers, the danger may be hear­
ing impairment, For Child and Family Pro­
tection Officers (CFPOs),however, the risks 
are often psychological,emotional,and re­
lational. This raises an important question: 
ifprolonged exposure to traffic noise can af­

The well-being of the 
protector is an essen­
tial part of protecting 
society. . 

Jackson,Mucunguzi 
MentalheaItb 

fect hearing, what are the long-term effects There is a common assumption that of­
of daily exposure to domestic violence, child ficers who specialise in family protection 
abuse, sexual offences,family conflicts,ne- are immune from relationship challeng-
glect,and trauma on the officers who han- es because of their professional training. 
dle.such cases throughout their careers? However,professional knowledge does not 

The Child and Family Protection Depart- elinrinate human vulnerability.Just as doc-
ment occupies a unique position within the tors fall sick and lawyers become involved 
Uganda Police Force. Unlike many other po- in legal disputes, CFPOs may also experi-
licing functions, CFPOs work directlywith ence marital stress,parenting challenges, 
victims of violence, abuse, neglect, and fum- and emotional exhaustion despite their ex-
ily breakdown. On any given day,an officer pertise. 
may interview a defiled child;comfort a sur- · One of the least discussed occupational 
vivor of gender-based violence,mediate a . hazards within policing is emotional over-
domestic dispute,investigate child neglect, load. CFPOs are expected to remain calm 
or counsel a family in crisis. when victims are crying, objective when lis-

These responsibilities are emotionally de- tening to disturbing accounts of abuse,and 
manding because they involve human suf- professional while mediating emotionally 
fering in its most personal form. Repeated charged disputes. Overtime, the cumulative 
exposure to traumatic stories can result in effect of such experiences can contribute to 
what psychologists describe as secondary burnout, anxiety, depression, family conflict, 
traumatic stress or compassion ftW·- jlf lr sand reducedjob satisfaction if adequate 

support systems are lacking. , 
This challenge is not a sign of weakness. It 

is the result ofprolonged<exposure to trau­
ma without sufficient opportunities for re­
covery and emotional renewal. The Ugan­
da Police Force has made si.gnificant pro­
gress in strengthening victim-centred po­
li6ng. The next frontier should be officer 
wellness, Just as traffic officers require regu­
lar health assessments, CFPOs require psy­
chological support,peer counselling,stress 
management training,family enrichment 
programmes, and structured debriefing cU­
ter traumatic cases. 

These interventions are not luxuries. They 
are investments in organisational effec­
tiveness.An emotionally healthy officer is 
more resilient, more productive, and bet­
ter equipped to serve victims and main­
tain healthy family relationships. As we con­
tinue strengthening child protection and 
gender-based violence prevention efforts, 
we must also protect those who stand on 
the front-line of this work. The well-being 
of the protector is an essential part of pro­
tecting society.An intentional healthy of­
ficer strengthens a non-violent healthy fam­
ily, and healthy happy fanrilies build strong­
er communities and a ~ngernation.Life 
begins and ends at home; let's all go and be 
heroes at home first before getting socie-
ty medals. Your health first,nucleus family 
and Uganda service follow. 

I SSP Jackson Mucunguzi psc(U) 
PhD Scholar of Public Administration at 
Uganda Management Institute, Kampala 
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