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The Alternative Bud­
get of Shs 71.4 trillion 
FY2026/27 is them~d: 
Safeguarding Lives, Liveli­

. hoods and Institutions. 

BY ARTHURARNOLDWADERO 

Opposition presents 
alternative Budget 

! budget in April at the tail end of the 11th 
Parliainent 

Meanwhile, the government has indicat­
ed that some existingprogrammes may be 
revised or withdrawn. One example is the 

-deoo.on to stop paying medical interns, 
Health Minister Dr Chris BaryomlUlSi re­

cently explained that internship should 
be viewed as part of professional training 
ratherthanfonnal employment 

. "It was agreed that internship should 
I be-considered a continuation of train-
1 ing because the numbers are also many, 

giVeO the increasing nUmber of medical 
What are Opposition'spriorities? schools,"Dr BaryomlUlSi said shortly after 

The Opposition's budget priorities are or- the parliamentaryvetting exercise. 
ganised aroundfour broad themliric areas, He added that full employment should 
each bringing together related sectors un- begin after completion of internship and 
der one umbrella qualification as.a doctOl: 

According to Opposition leaders, group- ~e policy has been passed and we shall 
ing sectors in this manner reduces dupli- ' see how it works as we move forward,"he 
cation,streamlines planning, cuts bureau- added. . 
cratic bottlenecks and lowers administra- Also, the government recently an-
tive~across government nounced plans to stop funding national 

Mr Ssenyonyiargues that thisframewom public holiday celebrations beginning in 
; provides a practical roadmap for national the 2026/27 financial year, a move many 
; development observers will watch dosely to determine 
i "Our commitment is to advance poli- whether it translates into meaningful sav-
j cies that genuinely serve the interests of ings. 
i allUgandans,andwewillcontinuetohold , 
i government accountable. Our quest is to ' Aconsistentmessage 
i see a Uganda where every citizen can live , Unlike the government, which has con-
I with dignity and purpose,"the Opposition . sistently promoted science, technology 

--"- ------ -- -- .. -- ---- . -l-- budgetdocument-states.- - --.---- , and-innovationastheprimal'yengines-of. _. 

F
or more than two years,Leader of Op- i The first and most prominent pillai' fo- I economic transformation, the Opposition 
positioninParliament(LoP)JoelBese- ' cuses 011 safegl.lard:ing lives. According , has repeatedly prioritised direct invest-
kezi Ssenyonyi has tasked his shadow i to the 35o-page budget proposal, this in- . mentin citizens. -
cabinet with crafting a budget thatre- ! dudes strength~ning healthcare, edu- The approaChisnotnew. 

spongs directly to the ~ps meed by 1 cation, social protection and the general In the 2024/25 alternative budget un-
millions ofUgandans. . i well-being of citizens. veiled in April2024,Mr Ssenyonyi empha-

Smce asswning office onJanuary 9,2024, : The duster encompasses sectors such as . sised efficientservice delivery,accountabil-
Mr Ssenyonyi has con.sisteD.tly framed Op- i health, education and sports, gender, la- : ity and zero tolerance to corruption. 
~on budget priorities around building ! bour and social development, local gov- I At the time, he said, the Opposition's 
a resilient population,strengthening pub- f ernment and theKampala capital City Au- f budget philosophywasrooted in the belief 
licinstitutions,fightingcorruptionandim- thority. l that every Ugandan deserves access to ba-
provinglivel:ihoods. ; The Opposition argues thatthese sectors sic services,including dean water,health-

This approach has also shaped the pres- ; deserve priority because they represent care, education and housing,regardless of 
sure the Opposition has repeatedly exert- : the areas wttere citizens interact most di- economic status. 
ed on government to embrace fiscal disci- ! rectly with the state and where service de- Leader of Opposition Joel Ssenyonyi. IBRAHIM PHOTO/KA VUMA , Those same principlescontinuetodefine 
pline,reduce excessive consumption ex- : liveryfuiluresareofienmostvisible. L the 2026/27 alternative budget and rein· 
penditure and curb the country's growing i The second duster focuses on sustaining mentineducation,healthcare and agricul- ' : forcethe Opposition's long-standing call to 
appetite for borrowing.Th_e same princi- I livelihoods through economic production ture, among other sectors that directly af· 0 POS Ino N PRIOR S ! the government to rethink its approach to 
pIes-are reflected in the latest alternative i and ~ developmentIt covers agricul- feet citizens. ... .. . . . . . .. . . ... . . •. .. .. .. . . . .. . . .. .. . . .. . . : improving livelihoods. 
budget . 1 ture,fisheries, trade, toUrism, lands, hous- This stands in sharp contrast to the gov- i . Social Services and Human -- I Ultimately, Mr I!senyonyi believes Ugan-

The ~osition's proposed budget ; ing,industry,environmentalmanagement ernmentbudget,whichplaces heavier em- . Welfare , daalreadypossessestheresourcesneeded 
for the 20~27 Financial Year stinds at ! and urban development phasis on mineral development, indus- • Economic Production and : to improve economic outcomes if spend· 
Shs71.4 trillion, sfgnificantly lower than 1 The third thematic area seeks to -trialisation,science,technology and inno- Rural Development. __ ing is guided by discipline and focused on 
the governmenfs Shs84.3 trillion spend- , strengthen institutions responsible for vation, manufacturing and digital trans- , • Govemance, Justice and Ac- priority areas. . 
ingplan forthe next 12 months. - : governancejusti and accountability. _ foiniation as the key drivers of economic •. c01,!ntability ~ -- i He has consequently urged Parliament, 

According to the Opposition, the alter- The fourth duster concentrates on in- ' growth. . ·Infrastructure..and Connecti- , theExecutive and development partners 
native budget has the potential to restore frastructure and connectivity, including Government's budget is built around vity , to einbrace fiscal discipline and prioritise 
public confidence and rebuild communi- transport, energy, minerals, information the theme"Full Monetisation ofUganda's programmes that improve the welfare of 
ties across the coun1r¥ and communication technology,East Afri- Economy through Commercial Agricul- , . ordinaryUgandans. 

"This dpcument goes beyond criticism can Community affirirs and foreign affirirs. ; ture, Industrialisation, Expanding Servic- : the challenges confronting ordinary Ugan- Whether government will heed those 
It offers a credible, people-focused plan to . es,Digital Transformation and Market Ac- : dans. "Today, many families are struggling calls and redirect spending towards pro-
protect families, support businesses and i Different trom govt priorities , cess.'" with the rising cost of living. Young peo- grammes that directly tackle poverty, un-
institutions, ~d rebuild trust in our de- ! Running under the theme"SafeguarcIing j Mr Ssenyonyi argues that while econom- pIe are searching for deceutjobs and there , employment and the rising cost of living 
mocracy and financial system,"Mr Ssenyo- . Lives,Livelihoods and Institutions",the Op- : ic growth remains important, govern- are concerns about whether public insti- . remains to be seen. 
nyi said while launching the alternative position budget advocates greater invest- , m~fs priorities do not adequately reflect tutions are serving people as they should." 
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BY FRANKLIN DRAKU ~A,AWF partner to manage Kidepo $:.~~"'=: 
KAMPALA. The Uganda WIldlife Au- In wildlife crime prosecution,AWF has 

thority (UWA) and the African Wildlife guzi,noted that the UWA Board ofTrus- by the UWA Board of Trustees, manage- --What is on offer? partnered with UWAand the Office of the 
Foundation (AWF) have agreed to enter tees had already endorsed the propos- ment is ready to engage theAWF team to '- Attempts to obtain clarification from Director of'Public Prosecutions to train of-
into a collaborative park managem~nt al and that UWA was ready to enter into wom together in protecting wildlife spe- AWF Uganda Country Director Rose Sse- ficials in combating wildlife crime. 
arrangement that will see AWF inject up the partnership. cies in Kidepo ValJey National Park. butindira on the detailed plan were un- In human·wildlife conflict mitigation, 
to $21 million (Shs78.8 billion) into the "Refer to your letter of March 12,2026 He emphasised that the partnership successful. AWF equips local scouts with deterrent 
conservation management of Kidepo submitting the collaborative manage- is crucial because it enhances manage- However, under the proposed co11abo- tools such as Roman candles and protec- ... .. 
Valley National Park. ment partnership (CMP) proposal for the ment effectiveness,not only in the parle rative management framewoIt,AWF will tive gear in hotspots like Kidepo, Queen 

Kidepo Valley National Park, located Kidepo Valley.Following your presenta- but also in the Karenga Community inject up to Shs78.8 billion over the next Elizabeth and Murchison Falls. It has al-
in northeastern Uganda's Karamoja re- tion of the proposed CMP to the Ugan- Wildlife MahagementArea,targeted cen- 10 years, withShs3.8billiondisbursedim- so introduced climate-resilient, wild-
gion, spans vast rugged savannah at the da Wildlife Authority (UWA) Board of tra1 forest reserves, and other biodiver- mediately once the agreement is signed, life-friendly farming practices, such as 
foothills of Mount Morungole and is ' . Trustees on April 8, 2026, the Board. vi- sity hotspots within the Kidepo Valley and the remainder spread across the dec- sustainable chili and cotton, to reduce 
traversed by the Kidepo and Narus riv· de MIN6/461B0f10/2026, approved the ConservationLand.scape (KVCL). ade. crop raiding by elephants and provide al-
ers. . . Kidepo Valley Conservation Landscape "Together, we aim to transform the KY- AWF already runs several programmes ternative income for frontier communi-

The specific details ofhowthe twoenti- CMP and authorised UWA to wom with CLinto a resilient ecosystem and sustain- in Uganda, including anti-poaching ties. 
ties willjointly manage the parle remain AWF to develop a detailed business plan able protected area that contributes to and counter-trafficking, mitigating hu- Mr Musinguzi said UWAhas committed, 
scanty. However,in an April 9,2026 letter, to fucilitate fundraising and implemen~ __ , Uganda's socio-economic development, man-wildlife conflict, and promoting subject to approval by the Attorney Gen-
which this newspaper has seen, and was , tation of the CMP,"the letter signed by Mr ; while promoting conservation and sus- conservation education around protect- era!, to enter into a long-term co-manage-
~ddress~d_to the AWF co@try dire~~ _Musing@readsw.~ ____ . __ tainabl~livelihoods for IQCal communi- . _ ~. For exaJIlple. under its C;!llines .JIl§l1.a~1..Ylith.AWF..fQ.dhe..Kide:-
UWA Executive Director James Musin- Mr Musinguzi said following clearance ties,"Mr Musinguzi said. for Conservationinitiative,AWF deployed po Valley Conservation Landscape. 


