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Past experience 
positions Uganda 
to contairi Ebola 

S
ince Ebola was first 
identified in 1976,39 
outbreaks have hit the 
world. More than half 
struckjust two nations: 
the Democratic Repub­

lic of Congo with 16 outbreaks, 
and Uganda with 8. 

EaCh outbreak made Ugan­
da stronger. OUr surveillance 
sharpened, our health wolt­
ers trained harder, and our re­
sponse moved fastei:Ebola 
was here again in 2025. Ugan­
da acted fast: 14 cases ton" 
finned, swift containment, no 
panic. Uganda is battle-tested 
and back on the front line. The 
real question now: is the sys­
tem resilient enough to han­
dle Bundibugyo Ebola out­
break? 

Uganda's resilience will be 
tested by the virus itself Bun­
dibugyo Ebolil virus, or BD­
BV,usually killsfewer people 
than Zaire Ebola virus, or EB­
Ov, which caused the deadliest 
outbreaks.BDBV also moves -
slower iIi patients. But num­
bers don't tell the whole sto-
ry. Case futality rates depend 
on more than the virus: coun­
try response capacity,nutri­
tion, other infections,genetics, 

. Thisis Ugan­
da's strength: 
trained teams, 
tested systems, __ 
and communi­
ties that know: 
whatlodo.· 

how fast people seek care, and 
the strength of our hospitals. 
Some experts even argue all 
lethal Ebola viruses are equal­
ly deadly. The big differences 
in death rates may come from 
conditions on the grOund,not 
the virus type 

Ebolaviruses are not air­
borne in the way measles or 
SARS-CoV-2 are. Transmission 
requires direct contact with 
the bodily fluids of a sympto­
matic patient or with contam­
inated materials. 

Because these transmis-
sion routes are well under­
stood, they are also interrupti­
ble: through rigorous contact 
tracing,infection prevention 
and control in health facilities, 
safe and dignified burials, and . 
community engagement. 

The index in the current out­
break was a Congolese male 
patient who fell sick in DRC 
and sought care in Uganda 
Diagnosis was made posthu-
-mously after DRC authorities 
flagged suspected Ebola virus -
disease. Two additional cas-
es linked to the index patient ' 
were confirmed. Health work- ' -
ers cared for a critically ill Eb­
ola patient with-full intensive 
J:are interventions, unaware 
they were facing one of the 
world's deadliest pathogens 
arid without full Ebola-specif­
ic protection. That only two . 
secondary cases emerged 
from that high-risk exposure 
is noteworthy. Transmission 
depends on care settings,pro­
tective practices,and human 
behaviour as much as the vi­
rus itself - . -

As of10 June 2026, Ugan-
da has recorded 19 confinned 
cases, 14 imported from DRC. 

. The cross-border dimension 
shows the outbreak's prima­
ry driver lies outside Uganda's 
borders. 

Uganda's advantage is ex­
perience,not luck.It is insti­
tutional memory built from 
years offighting Ebola. We 
have a proven playbook that 
works under pressure: rapid 
laboratory confinnation with­
in hours,aggressive contact 
tracing that maps every link, 
community-led risk commu­
nication that earns trust, and 
pre-positioned response infra­
structure from past outbreaks 
including the 2025 Sudan Eb­
ola virus episode. In Kampala, 
that playbook is live. 

Every contact is quarantined 
and monitored daily by ex­
perienced health teams.Mar­
kets and businesses run.Life 
moves forward becaUse sys­
tems hold. Ebola stops in Kam­
pala because the circle holds: 
detection, isolation, care,fol­
low-up. The border is covered 
too. 

A planned Ebola treat­
ment unit in DRC will inter­
cept cases before they.ever - ' 
reach Uganda,cutting risk at 
the source. TIris is Uganda's 
strength: trained teams, test­
ed systems,and communities 
that know what to do. Ugan­
da is strong enough to protect 
every one within its borders 
and Kampala city remains 
open. Visitors should come to 
Uganda with confidence. 

I 
ThiS- '. e was co·authored by Dr Godfrey Bwire, Assistant 
Commissione ealth Services and Dr Bridget Ainembabazi , 
Senior E • emiologist - Division of Public Health Emergencies 
Preparedness and Response at the Ministry of Health. 
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Opini~ns 

Was Monitor story a storm in tea cup? 

T
he headline,"Where is Janet?"(Daily 
Monitor,June 8) got many Ugandans 
talking and the conversation was par­
ticularly palpable on social media. 

Well, there are always two - or more 
sides - to a story, and similarly,there 

are always two (or more) opinions on any 
story 

This story was essentially about two of the 
83 ministerial appointees that where like-
ly to misS out at the swearing-in ceremony 
at Statel:louse that morning because one 
ofthem;Th- Lawrence Muganga, was not ap­
proved by Parliament's Appointments Com­
mittee,and the other,Ms Janet Museveni, 
did not show up forthe-vetting altogether. 

Pretty straight for\valu story,one should 
say, and as it turned out later, the number of 
ministerial appointees that didn't show up 
to take oath was eventually five - the addi­
tional three being AdoniyaAyebare,Shartsi 
Musherure Kutesa and Calvin Echodu - be­
cause despite their approval by Parliament, 
their dual citizenship issues remain unclear. 

Back to the story, one shade of thought was 
that the headline - and story - wasdisre­
spectful to the First Lady Janet Museveni 
who is also the outgoing minister ofEduca­
tion and Sports,andnow also the new min­
ister-designa,te for the same docket. 

The alleged disrespect was seen to be on 
two fronts; one, the informal reference to 
'her in the headline as "Janet"and two, per­
ceived_inVasion of her privacy iri asking 
where sheis yet she has not been reported 
anywhere as a missing person. 

The other shade of opinion was fuat this 
was a legitimate story asking about the 
whereabouts of a public official who has not 
been seen in public for a while,including 
recently for vetting in the position she has 

What is Important is , 
that the story was not 
sensational_or specula­
tive. 

been designated as minister. 
.Many other views where in between con­

demnation and appfoval of the story. A lot 
of the sentiments about the story were an­
chored on politics around the story, not on 
journalism in the story. A reader asked me 
to give ajournalistic perspective to the story 
and the considerations that may have guid­
ed its publication, which I am glad to do so, 
albeit briefly. 
-Let's start with the name, "Janet". One gold­

en rule of journalism is to always use peo­
ple's first and last names in stories. One 
name is usUally used in headlines and par­
ticularly,the last name is preferred because 
it makes reference formal. Usually, use of 
first names denotes familiarity. 
In the circumstances, the editors could 

have framed the headline,"Where is Musev­
eni" or"Where is Ms Museveni"but such a 
headline could h<!.ve created ambiguity be­
tween President Museveni and First Lady 
Janet Museveni. So in the end, the editors 
chose the lesser evil; the informality of the 
first name,Janet. 

That said, the other issue raised was that 
this story had no legitimate value and if an­
ything,it was in invasion of First Lady Ma­
ma Janet's privacy. 

Elements of news - or news values - are 
what ultimately determine the stories that 
get published or not. These news values in­
clude: Proximity, timeliness,prominence, 
oddity, consequence, conflict,human inter-
est,impact,extremes/superlatives,and scan­
dal. Space doesn't allow to dwell on each of 
these new values through which editors de­
cide on stories to publish.! shall,however, . 
refer to some bfthe elements that I believe 
came into play with regards to this story. 

Two of them were likely most prominent" 
in the minds of the editors: Timeliness and 
prominence. The former means "news must 

\ _. be current. Recent events or breaking de-
.-'- velopments are far more newsworthy than 

past occurrences"while latter means "events 
involving notable,famous,or powerful peo­
ple (e.g.,politicians,celebrities, or corporate 
titans) are heavily covered". 

So, with new Cabinet ministers going to 
take oath, the story was timely. Considering 
the prominent position she occupies in the 
country, the story had legitimate basis to ask 
her whereabouts, particularly with regard 
to the public office she holds,and that she 
had been reappointed to. 

That said,it would be disingenuous not to 
recognise the political sentiments that fed 
the criticism or applause of the story.But 
that is expected of any political story. What 
is important is that the story was not sensa­
tional or speculative.It confined itseIfto the 
event (swearing-in ceremony) and the facts 
(who would attend). 

I Send your feedback/complaints to public­
editor@ug.nationmedia.com or call/text 
on +256776500725. WhatsApp +256 752 
500725 
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Our leaders should swear 
under the tamarind tree again 

W
e have once againcomplet-
ed one of Africa's grand politi­
cal festivals. The President and 
legislators stood before camer­

as with Holy Bibles raised high above their 
heads,recitingpromises polished like cam­
paign posters. Yet somewhere between the 
oath, the sirens,and the evening banquet, 
corruption is already outside, warming its 
engine and checking whether the treasury -
doors are unlocked. 

Africa made a mistake when it abandoned 
traditional accountability for ceremonies 
politicians no longer fear. Today's swear­
ing-in rituals increasingly resemble bridal 
showers for corruption. 
African leaders should once again swear 

under the tamarind tree, where leadership 
is feared because the oath itselfis feared. 
Under those branches, oaths are not perfor­
mances for cameras or lawyers, but terri­
fying confrontations with truth,ancestors, 
morality, and communal shame before the 
living, the dead, and the unborn. 

The entire community gathers under the 
tamarind tree, a place of judgement and an­
cestral witness. Elders arrive carrying staffs 
darkened by age and wisdom, while old 
women sit near the front bearing memories 
of sons lost to war,hunger, cattle raids, and 
greedy rulers. The drums fall silent. Even 
dogs wander carefully, as tho~ they too 
sense spirits moving among the gathering. 

Then the ritual begins. Goats, bUlls,and 
black chickens are brought before the el­
ders for sacrifice. The politician removes his 
shoes, watch, and every decoration of pride 
before stepping barefoot onto the soil be­
cause no man stands above the land that 

If I build roads only du­
ring campaigns>may 
my convoy sink in mud 
while goats over-
take me on foot 

raised him. The oldest elder clears his throat 
slowly, and sUddenly even the wmd seems 
afraid to interrupt the gathering. 
Then the politician swears before the el­

ders, the community, and the restless ances­
tors of the land: "If I steal money meant for 
schools, may my children revise for exams 
Using charcoal on banana leaves.IfI swal­
low hospital money while the poor die on 
cold floors, may every mosquito know my 
bedroom address. If I build roads only dur­
ing campaigns, may my convoy sink in mud 
while goats overtake me on foot.IfI appoint 
coUsins, tribesmen, girlfriends, and drink­
ing partners into public office, may even my· 
own dogs fail to recognise me and baIt at 

. me in broad daylight. If I hide public mon­
ey abroad while villagers drink dirty wa­
ter with frogs inside, may my cattle wan­
der without return, and may my granaries 
stand empty even in harvest season." 

"If I lie before microphones, may my trou­
sers tear loudly at state functions, and may 

radio presenters replay the sound for sev-
en days. If I betray service,loyalty, and the 
trust of my people, may chickens crow my 
secrets at midnight, may my shadow refuse 
to follow me, and may the chair of power 
grow thorns each time I sit on it. If this oath -
is false, may I return home~older than these 
slaughtered goats and chickens lying before 
the shrine." 

And the people roar together: "Ayi! So let 
it be!" 

Then,finally, the politician leaps over the 
carcass of the sacrificed animal, crossing 
into sacred obligation. The elders release 
blessings wrapped in dreadful warnings. 
They invoke the wrathful gods of the land 
and the restless spirits believed to gather 
uriderthe ancient tamarind tree whenever 
truth and leadership are tested. 

Under the tamarind tree,leadership is not 
a microphone,a V8 convoy, or sirens scatter­
ing boda bodas from the road. It is a fearful 
covenant between the leader, the commu­
nity, the ancestors, the soil, and the unseen 
spirits believed to watch every oath uttered 
under those sacred branches. 

Modern politics has perfected the lan­
guage of accountability while emptying it _ 
offear. That may be why corruption now 
walks so confidently through public offices. 
Under the tamarind tree,however,shame 
still has witnesses. The oath is not merely 
spoken; it is carried by memory,ritual, and 
communaljudgement. 

OUr leaders should once again be dragged 
from the comforts ofKololo and made to 
swear under the tamarind tree, where lies 
fear the ancestors, betrayal fears shame, and 
leadership is measured not by convoys,mi­
crophones,or slogans, but bytruth,service, 
and responsibility before the people. 

I Mr Peter Cromwell Okello 
X: @ThePeaceFellow 

The Editor welcomE]s 500-word comments on topical i ssues. Preference will be given to insightful articles rather than generalised polemic observations; Attach a portrait and send to-editorial@Ug.nationmedia.com 
19 I 2\ 19 I t 2f C ~ r.. I It 6 J!; 3:t ~i~ 3~ f Jf ~ Jill: 6 


