
EDITORIAL 
Collective -vigilance key 
to eliminating Ebola 

TIe Government of Uganda deserves 
commendation for deploying over 150 
specialised medics to DRC to combat the 

ongoing Ebola outbreak. This proactive regional 
intervention is an act of neighbourly solidarity and 
a strategic masterstroke. By establishing 50-bed 
treatment units and strengthening surveillance at 
the source, Uganda is effectively building a firewall, 
preventing further cross-border importation of the 
deadly virus into our communities. 

As of Friday, we had not recorded any new ~es 
for a week, having'had 19 cases, induding two 
deaths (all Congolese who crossed the border), 
in nearly a month. DRC has had 635 confirmed 
infections, including 127 deaths, since the outbreak ' 
was announced on May 15. 

We also salute the volunteer health workers 

» stepping. into this breach. Choosing to 
serve on th.e frontline of a highly 

contagious haemorrhagic fever 
is a decision only true heroes 

make. Their selfless sacrifice THIS EXTERNAL 
DEPLOYMENT 
WILL ONLY BE 
EFFECTIVE IF 

ensures that the rest of the 
country remains safer, 
actively shielding our 
families by neutrali_smg 
the threat before it 
breaches Our borders. 

However, this 
. external deployment 
will only be effective if 

we match it with strict 

WE MATCH IT 
THROUGH STRICT 
DOMESTIC 
DISCIPLINE. 

- domestic discipline . .we, 
therefore, urge all Ugandans, 

especially clerics, healthcare 
workers, and residents in border 

districts, to abandon all carelessness. 
Religious leaders can pray for their followers 
without physical contact, health workers should -
strictly adhere to -infection prevention protocols -
and border communities must report suspicious 
illnesSes immediately. Also, the rest of us must -
avoid consuming bush meat and participating , 
in traditional burial-practices that accelerate ' 
transmission. 

When we rigorously follow healthy ministry­
approved standard operating procedures, we 
will stop the virus in its tracks because the 
consequences of allowing it to gain a foothold 011 
our soil are far-reaching. -

Collective Vigilance will defend us-all from 
Ebola. However, this vigilance starts with you! 
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A DIMINISHED NUP HOLDING our A 
FALSE FUlR NEEDS TO CHANGE IN STYLE 

-- -1r]ja~entan' po)itics appears to 
elOf the very 'brave', even in 

stupi<;lity and folly fot the public 
ga!Iery. It is two weeks sfnce the 

;;.; t2th Parliament was inaugurated 
by Br'e.sident Yoweri Museveni for 
ore election of Speaker and Deputy 
Speaker as provided for under the 
Constitution. 

The lead opposition party, the 
National Unity Platform (NUP), led by 
a now fugitive Robert Kyagulanyi a.k.a 
Bobi Wine, attended that sitting and 
even presented Paul Mwiru (Jinja East) 
as candidate for Sp~ker and pulled off 
a whole 60 votes out of the 528 MPs 
present and voting that day. 

NUP, with only 48 MPs, some clearly 
compromised, expecting to provide an 
effective oversight to the NRM with 376 
MPs through belligerence and brazen 
behaviour like boycotting sittings each 
time President Museveni comes to 
Parliament to perform a constitutional 
mandate like delivering the State 
Of Nation Address (SONA) and the 
budget. is surely a folly to no logical 
destination. I just wonder who they 
think will respectfully pay adequate 
attention when NUP makes its 
responses and the so-called 'alternative 
policies' to that of government. Good 
enough, after Democratic Party (DP), 
Forum for Democratic Change (FDC) 
and Uganda People's Congress (UPC) 
disagreed and turned up for SONA 
on Thursday last week, NUP felt jilted 
and returned Tuesday for the budget 
delivery in the presence of Presidept 
Museveni. 

During the approval of Vice­
President Jessica Rose Alupo Epd and 
Robinah Nabbanja as Prime Minister, 

the Leader of Opposition (LOP), Joel 
Senyonyi held out his objections, 
but surrendered in the end. The 
same happened on Monday, when 
government brought the proposal for 
loan approval of euros 168,976,354 
from the UK Export Finance and cm 
bank for upscaling the of solar-powered 
irrigation project for coffee farmers 
around the country. Senyonyi and his 
troops held out, but in the end got 
rolled-over. It gbt Speaker Jacob Oboth 
to" tease him as he came for a rebound 
saying "Honorable LOP, come and do 
what you do best", tongue-in-cheek, 
because often, Senyonyi rises to just 
oppose everything for the sake of it. 

Having seen how low FDC and its 
boisterous leaders have fallen since 
their heydays in the 8th Parliament 
under Sam Njuba, WafuIa Oguttu, Prof. 
Morris Ogenga Latigo, Nandala Mafabi, 
Winnie Kizza, and Betty Aol Ocan as 
LOP, someone ought to tell NUP to 
tone down the unhelpful and annoying 

rhetoric against a resilient NRM 
political machinery. 

The DP, whose president general 
Norbert Mao is the justice and 
constitutional affairs minister, on 
a 'co-operation agreement' with 
President Museveni, has its other 
MPs in the opposition Shadow 
cabinet. Uganda People's Congress, 
led by Jimmy Akena, according to 
President Museveni, has a 'working 
understanding' with the NRM. But it 
too, has among its 12 MPs, some in the 
opposition Shadow cabinet. 

And the case of UPC that enjoyed 
two stints in government in 1962-1971 
and again from 1980-1985, (0 have 
climbed down this far, should offer 
invaluable lessons to any emerging 
political grouping on the Ugandan ' 
terrain. Both DP and UPC current 
leaders, who had mastered the political 
poetry of chauvinism, have had to learn 
to live on humble pies to survive NRM. 

Senyonyi, now apparently being 
eggeq on the course of political bravado 
by Paul Mwiru and Patrick Nsamba 
Oshabe among others, need to re­
caIibrate a new strategy. When a party 
or leader in Senyonyi's shoes with the 
tiny numbers, disjointed opposition 
and the rudderless and proven 
undepe~dable splinter groups as allies, 
the better and more effective option 
would be soft constructive engagement 
. without capitulation on key principles. 

I come in peace, but the choice is 
really for NUP and opposition leaders 
to make. Many analysts seem to see 
NUP going down the ruined road 
earlier trave_lled by DP, UPC and FDC 
if its leaders persist playing to the false 
gallery. . 
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